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, INTR 0I> UCTION. 

N the chronology of Englilh printing, between 
William Caxton and Wynkyn de Worde, occur 
the lefs familiar names of John Lettou and 
William of Malines, or as he varioufly printed his 
name, Wilhelmum de Machlinia, Wilhel- 
mum de Mechlinia, and even William 
Maclyn. 

Not much is known of thefe two minor printers : nothing in- 
deed beyond the teflimony of their own productions. Some 
account, however, though it may be a limited and imperfect one, 
of their works will be advantageous, previous to an acquaintance 
with The Revelation to the Monk of Eve/ham. 

2. Befides printing on their own account, Lettou and Machlinia 
joined in partnership for at leafl the production of one book, in 
the colophon of which Lettou's name comes firft. Poffibly there- 
fore he may have been the older printer. Their works are of 
great rarity : fome of them extraordinarily fo. The following 
lift of many of them contains their defignations or titles in Eng- 
lilh, lhows the languages in which they are printed, and gives 
the prefs marks of copies now in Britilh Mufeum. Thofe dif- 
tinguifhed by A have the name of the printer upon them : thofe 
by B have neither the name of the printer nor of the place or date 
of printing. 

3ofcn Eettou. 

A The Minorite Antonius Andreas, Questions in Aristotle's Meta- 
physics; edited by the Augustine Thomas Penketh. 1480. [Latin.] 
Gren. Coll. 8984. - 

A John Perez de Valentia, Expositions on the Psalms. 1481. [Latin.] 
C. 11. b. 9. 



A 
B 



fLettou and fftacfyUTua. 

Sir Thomas Littleton, Tenures. ^ortnaxv-Yxew^. *>c&A-^ 
An abridgement of the Statutes, with t\t\e or ^tvnXfc^s xoxaa, &fc. \><st- 
man-French.] (1) Q. 12. i. 10. {2) 505. r. x. 
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Introduttion. 



QSEUltam ttt ifiaefclinta. 

Sir Thomas Littleton, Tenures. [Norman French.] 508. f. 2. 
Year Book, 34 Hen. vi. 14. [Norman- French.] C. 11. b. 10. 
Albertus Magnus, On the secrets of Nature. [Latin], (i) C. 
31. e. 25. (2) 546. h. 6. 

John Watton, ' Speculum Xristiani,' The Mirror of a Christian. 
[Latin and English]. C. n, a. 28. 
Year Book, 33 Hen. VI. [Norman-French.] 505. g. 1. 
Year Book, 35 Hen. VI. [Norman- French.] 505. g.t . 
Year Book, 36 Hen. VI. [Norman- French.] 505. g. 1. 
A book, without title, known as ' Nova Statuta,' The New Statutes. 
[Norman- French.] C. 11. c. 13. 

The Revelation to the Monk of Evesham. [English.] C. 21. 
A passing gode lityll boke necessarye and behouefull agenst the 
Pestilence y translated from the Latin of Reginam contra epidiniam 
sivepestam, written by Canutus, Bishop of Aarhuus in Jutland. 
B III. A Chronicle of England. [English.] Gren. Coll. 5991. 

3. The firft book ever printed in London, was printed by John 
Lettou. It was the above Penketh's edition of Andreas* 
QueJHons in Ariftottts Metaphyfics : a work firft printed at Naples 
in 1475. 

The Rev. Dr. Cotton tells us : 

If we consider Westminster as a distinct city from London, the latter can 
only claim the third, or perhaps fourth place in order of time among the 
English towns into which the art of printing was introduced : a press being 
certainly at work in Oxford in the year 1478, and one at St. Alban's in 1480. 
No book executed at London is found bearing an earlier date than this last- 
mentioned year; the first known specimen being, Antonii Andreae questiones 
super xii. Ubros metaphysices, printed by John Lettou, in 1480. Lettou was 
prdbably a foreigner, and he is only known to have printed two books (in 1480 
and 1481) before he joined withWm. Machlinia, who is also supposed to have 
been a foreigner from Germany or the Low Countries. Machlinia probably 
continued his occupation for some years, yet comparatively few of his books 
have come down to our times ; and of these not one single volume bears a 
date. — Typographical Gazetteer, p. 148, Ed. 1831. 

But two copies of Andreas Quejliones are known. The above 
one in the Grenville Collection, and another at Magdalen College, 
Oxford. The two volumes printed by Lettou were both pub- 
lished at the expenfe of Thomas Wilcock. They are printed in 
double columns, and have blank fpaces left for the initial letters 
to be filled by hand, as is the cafe of moft of the above works. 
The colophons expanded of Lettou's two works, run thus : 

A. Andreas' Quejliones. 

C Excellentissimi sacrae theologiae professoris Anthonii Andrae ordinis 
fratrum minorum super duodecemo libros Methaphiscse questionibus per 
uenerabilem uirum magistrum Thoman Penketh ordinis fratrum Augustinen- 
sium emendatis finis impositus est per me Iohannem lettou ad expensas 
Wilhelmi Wilcock impressis. Anno xristi M.CCCC.lxxx. 

J. Perez de Valentia's bulky work, ufually known as Expo- 
fetiones Juper Pfalterium. 

{[ Expliciunt Reuerendissimi doctoris Vale»cii sup*r psalteriuw hucusque 
expownes Impresse in ciuitate Londoniensi ad expensas Wilhelmi Wilcolc 
per me Iohannem lettou. Anno xristi M.CCCC.lxxxi. 
Ariftotle and David, Intellect and Piety 1 a. fvt beginning for 
the prodigious literature that has been, thai \s,\5m1 >jt\. wtf\ 
fpring into existence in London. 
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4. Sir Thomas Littleton died on 23rd Auguft 148 1. It was 
probably after his death that Lettou and Machlinia, our firft Law 
printers, joined together to print what is probably the firft edition 
of his Tenures. The colophon of this book runs thus : 

Expliciu«t Tenores nouelli lmpressejer nos Iohem lettou et Willem de 
machlinia in Cnwtate Londoniarum iuxta exctesiam omnium sanctorum. 
[There were eight churches in London, dedicated to the honour of All 
Saints, commonly written Alhallows. Near which Alhallows cannot there- 
fore be now known.] 

There is another work, known as the Vieux Abridgement des 
Statutes which is alfo attributed to their joint-effort, but it bears 
no date nor name of printer, place, &c. 

B. The works, known and fuppofitious,, of William de Machlinia 
are more numerous. He appears to have lived either in Holborn 
or near the Fleet Bridge. 

Another of the earlieft editions of Littleton's Tenures has this 

* * Expliciunt Tenores nouelli Impressi 

per me Wilhelmuwz de machlinia in opulen 
tissiama Ciuitate Londoniarum iuxta ponte/w 
qui vulgariter dicitur Flete brigge 

The Year Book 34 Hen. VI., has this lhort colophon. 

Empr*«te par moy William Maclyn en Holborn. 

The edition of Albertus Magnus Liber aggregationis ; feu liber 

feeretorum, &c, has this colophon. 

Albertus Magnus de Secretis naturae Explicit 
Necnon per me Wilhelmum de mechlinia Impressus In 
opulentissima Ciuitate Londoniarum Iuxta pontem qui 
vulgariter dicitur Flete brigge. 

But the moll interefting of all the acknowledged productions 
of Machlinia, and the one which has the clofeft affinity to the 
prefent work, is a book which begins Incipit liber qui vocaiur 
Speculum Xrijliani. It is a devotional work, and confifts of 
three parts. 

(1.) The Speculum Xrijliani is compofed of lhort quotations 
chiefly in Latin, from the Scriptures and the Fathers, interfperfed 
with original, though rude Englifh verfe in illuftratjon of the 
teaching. It is divided into eight * tables' or 'chapters': 
whereof the firft treats of the Catholic faith and the articles of 
belief : the fecond of the ten precepts of the Decalogue and the 
two of the Gofpel : the third of the feven works of mercy, the 
feven works of the fpirit, the feven principal vertues : the fourth 
of the feven cardinal fins, and the like. The following — to be 
found in the feventh table — is a good fpecimen of the verfe, which 
otherwife is interefting from its very early pofition in Englifh 
printed Poetry. 

Ensample we may see and here 

Of Iherusalem that was so riche a ovtee 

Of it openly spekys Ieremye 
And also dauid in hys prophecye 
How it was destroyed witrtoutetwetie 
And the walles beten dovmall be &«a.e 
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Wallid it was with wallys thre 
A semely sight on to see 
The temple Drentful dulfully 
And beten doun hit was holly. 

So riche a temple hit was one 
In this worlde was founden none 
With walles and pylers here onlyght 
Hyled with golde that schone ful bright 

So many lampes ther in brent ay 
Hit made the night bright as the daye 
Their oyle was medled with svvete oynement 
Out of whiche swete sauour sprent 

Thair sence was wonderly wrought 
With riche spices that they dere bought 
Ther of come swete smellyng 
Sweter felt neuer man here lyuyne 
Ther is now nether Emperour ne kyng 
That night mayntene suche sensyng 

Ther were thre hondred there in sjrngand 

Suche songe herde neuer man in this londe 

With harpe and pipe and sawtrie 

And all other maner of mynstralcye 

And this was all their synging 

The psalmes that made David the kyng 

And why this Cite destroied was 

Fals and coueitous men grete cheson was 

That euer brent in coueitise more and more 

Yf we doo so aught to drede full sore 

Last vs befalle as thaim befelle 

Al wise clerkys thys tale can telle 

And yet this fyre brennes so bate 
That no man may it slewke and bate 
And ther of comes so grete a smoke 
That men may not vp to heuen loke 

For wher may we now many fynde 

That they not other bleereyed or all blynde 

Or ellys a perse in their eye 

Thof they in state or ordre be right heye 

Who so might conuert blynde and bleryeye 

And make them to gjoddys bydding obedient be 

God wolde forgyf him all his synne 

And graunt hym blisse that neuer schal blinne 

But I am nought so grete a clerke 
For to do so strong a werke 
Therfore me and all mankynde 
Into the mercy of god I recommende 

(2.) The fecond part of the Speculum Xrijtiani mainly con 

of an Expofition of the Lord's Prayer. It has the following t: 

Sequitur exposicio oracionis dominicae cum quodam 
bono notabili et septem capitalia vicia cum 
aliquibus ramis eorum 

(3.) The third part confifts of the Admonitions of the ble 
Ifidore: and has this title. 

Sequuntur monita de verbis beatiysi&ori txtra.c\». 
ad uistruendum hominem qualiter V\6sl vafaal 
cuitore et in bonis se debeat informare. 
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At the clofe of the whole, comes the following colophon. 

Iste Libellus impressus est in opulentissima Ciuitate London larum per me 
Willelmuw* de Machlinia ad instanciam necnon expensas Henrici Vranken- 
burgh mercatoris. 

As Thomas Wilcock paid the expenfes of Lettou's two books : 
the piety of the merchant Henry Urankenberg furnimed Mach- 
linia with the means for the production of the Speculum Xriftiani. 

6. A typographical matter now meets us : and it is important, 
becaufe it is the bridge between the known and the fuppofed 
works of Machlinia. Mr. Dibdin gives us this opinion of Mach- 
linia as a printer. 

Machlinia unquestionably printed with at least three different casts of 
letters; of which the more elegant specimens are those of the Speculum 
Xriani, and A Ibertes Magnus ' De Secretis Mulierum? Machlinia is always 
superior to Lettou, and some attempt at proportion and beauty may be seen 
in his register, or press work ; but he is not only far beneath Wynkyn de 
Worde in every point of good printing, but is frequently below Caxton ; 
whose broad and oold types seem not to have suited his meagre taste. His 
paper is not generally so good as that of his contemporaries ; but in the 
subsequently mentioned work of ' Albertus Magnus,' and in the ' Nova 
Statuta ' he has shewn himself not indifferent to the niceties and beauty of 
his art. The paper is excellent, the margin broad, and the register exact. — 
Typ. Ant. ii. 9. 

In the above lift, an attempt has been made to clamfy Mach- 
linia's books, according to the founts of type ufed in them. The 
law-books group under I. The Albertus Magnus, the Nova 
Statuta, and The Monk of Eve/ham, form group II. : while the 
third group is compofed of the Speculum Xriftiani, Chronicle of 
England, and Lityll boke agenft the Plague, &c. The three groups 
are ftiarp and diflin<5l from each other, and confiftent within. 

Mr. Dibdin obferves with reference to the prefent work : 

This extraordinary performance, which is bound up with a copy of Caxton's 
Order 0/ Chivalry \ in the British Museum, /is printed with types of the 
same character as those of the Nova Statuta ; but more rudely executed. 
The book has no indication whatever of place, or printer's name ; nor has it 
numerals, catchwords, or signatures. It contains 65 leaves ; and in chapters 
xvi, xvii, some leaves have been pasted over others, containing different 
matter from the cancelled leaves. This appears, on slightly separating the 
one from the other. 1 believe the Museum copy, which was formerly in the 
library of Henry VII., to be unique. — Idem, p. 27. 

To this may be added a peculiarity in tne letter in which this 
book is printed. It has one letter graffed upon another, as de 
and ho: together forming one letter. The foundry of this type is 
unknown. It probably came from beyond the feas. Altogether 
the opinion of typographical experts is conclufive and final, that 
William de Machlinia printed The Monk of Eve/ham. Probably 
therefore the approximate date of its appearance in print may be 
fixed at about 1482. 

7. The Narrative itfelf is very much older : though we cannot tell 
by how many years. It was probably not written earlier than 
its oftenfible date ; 1 196 A. D. By whom is Mwkwowa.. "^^3w«. 
am I aware of its prefent exiftence m 'NIS. Kxv ^tatA^B\ss!&. 

of it however is found in Roger de 'W endovet' * Flower s of Hijtan> ^ j 
under the year 1 196. 1 

1 «. 148-164. Ed. xBvj. 
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Roger de Wendover, in Buckinghamlhire, was a Monk of St. 
Albans, who died on 6 May 1237. His Flowers of Hiftory is 
a compilation down to the year 1235, and is, for the period of the 
Author's lifetime, a piece of contemporary and original hiftory. 
There feems therefore no efcape from the belief that the oftenfible 
date of the Revelation is the true date of its compofition : and 
with this opinion there is no internal inconfiftency in the work 
itfelf. Therefore 'the king of Inglond' with his forgetful fons, 
with his * auowtrie,' and undue taxation would be Henry II. 

But however precife and particular the information may be as 
to the Invifible condition of things ; there is generally a ftudied 
abfence of all indications of place or individuals in this world. It 
would be hard perhaps to feparate the Author's felf-delufion from 
his illuding of others, or to fix the exact proportion of fact to 
fiction in the whole Narrative. But there is no doubt that, de- 
fpite the difclaimer 'this vifion, not to be of man's conceit,' that 
it is a Middle Age work of Religious Fiction. And this too, 
more as an individual fpeculation than as an authoritative dogma : 
for the doctrine of Purgatory was not finally fanctioned until the 
Council of Florence, in 1438. 1 

This imprefiion is further confirmed by inconfiftencies as to the 
Narrator. Sometimes he is one of the Priors of the Monaftery. 2 
at other times, it is the Ecftatic himfelf ; 8 who writes the Revela- 
tion, adding thereunto circumftances that occurred after his re- 
covery from his trance. 4 This confufion in conftruction while it 
tells in the narration of the immediate ftory in hand, tends to 
prove the fictional character of the Work. The Revelation itfelf 
is the product of a ftrong mind, and is — the age, knowledge, 
and circumftances taken into account — a piece of remarkable 
Invention as regards the ordering of the unfeen World: and 
of righteous Judgment and fearlefs Denunciation of the fins and 
wrongdoings of the prefent State. 

The Author was probably an Englifhman, and wrote ' in thys 
gronde of inglonde, 5 ufing the Englifh of his time. The ortho- 
graphy and punctuation may have fomewhat fuffered at the 
hands of fubfequent fcribes or the foreign printer, until they 
certainly now form a villainous text : but the inditement is worthy 
of even fo great a fubject. It is rapid, clear, unhefitating, un- 
halting: except where all exprefiion fails, when ftretched out 
towards the exprefiion of the immeafurable. Yet even then, 
immenfity, whether of fpace or number, of woe or happinefs, is 
not inadequately forelhadowed. There is great craft and fub- 
tlety in producing vraifemblance — defpite inconfiftent narration — 
by innumerable graphic touches, circumftantial details, and natural 
dialogues : all tending to give afenfe of ftrong reality to things to 
us impalpable and invifible. In this clear conception helping a 

1 S.Edzar, TAe Variations of Po~ 3 pp. 39, ^6, 76, *», <£> %* v"~ 

iPl?- 453 ' £d ' x8 3 B ' * **• 34. 7°> 7*. 

*J>J>. x 5 , xg, so, a6, 28, in. * P 70. 
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direct and apt expreflion we trace one part of the Author's men- 
tal power. 

8. We have in this Book, a Story as diftinct from a Revelation. 
The Story is laid in the monaflic circle at Evefham Abbey. The 
Revelation tells us of a Journey. It is the pilgrimage of the Soul 
from Death through Purgatory and Paradife to Heaven. 

9. Purgatory has no exiftence. It is an elaborate lie. Scripture 
teaches unmiftakably the inflantaneous tranflation of the Soul of 
Man from the Body into the prefence of the Saviour in Heaven, 
' Abfent from the body, prefent with the Lord. ' 

It is in the craving to lift up the veil which God in His merci- 
ful Providence has put between us and our future life in the 
invifible world, in this feeking to become wife, * above that which 
is written/ 'in which,' to ufe the language of this Revelation, 
'the feeble ignorance of good people oftentimes offend eth,' 
that thefe good men of old elaborated out of their own 
humanity, from their own confcioufnefs of bodily fenfation, that 
fame Theory of bodily Agony, into a flate into which our mortal 
bodies can #0/ enter, which is a diftindlive charadleriftic of nearly 
all idolatry and falfe religions ; and the utter abfence of which in 
the Old and New Teftaments is an inverfe proof of their Truth and 
Divine Authorfhip. 

For inflance, what difference is there in detail between the 
reprefentation of a Buddhiflhell, as for example that depicted in the 
Jofs-houfe of Tinghai, in the ifland of Chufan ; and that of Purga- 
tory in this old Engliih Monk's conceptions of what might be 
beyond the grave. 

The kings of hell sit in judgment like Chinese mandarins. The execution- 
ers are braying the victims in mortars, boiling them in furnaces, and skinning 
them with knifes, throwing them to tigers, squeezing them between boards, 
cutting them up and hanging the bits on hooks, beating them with mallets, 
tormenting them with hot irons, all represented in coloured plaster groups 
with a horrible fidelity of detail, and with an ingenuity of conception as to 
the instruments employed, which would argue that the Budhist priests are no 
contemptible mechanics, and that it is well for the barbarians they are not 
employed in the invention of warlike tormentaria, G. W. Cooke, * The 
Times' Special Correspondent in China in 1857-58. /. 138. Ed. 1858. 

10. We mufl however try and occupy the flandpoint of the 
Author. With a patient, an elaflic faith, we mufl accept, for the 
nonce, as currently believed truths ; the exiftence of Purgatory, 
the advocacy and confequent worfhip of faints, the continuance 
of miracles, the occurrence of vifions, and the like. Further, 
we mufl look out on fociety as the Author did. What a picture 
of national declenfion in fpiritual life has he put into the mouth 
of St. Nicholas. , 

Knowest this monk that thou seest; he served atvd \>\easfc& C»cA W\^^\ 

in his life with great cleanness of heart and c\ias\\ty ot Y»fry % *»&■ ^^^ 

evil the which should have been done in the place -wYwrfcYie v»*&,Y«\exso. w»^ 

was against it. For he was fervent in zeal of rigrvteousYves*, *^^ Xx ^Vv Sve. 

heart, wherefore many reproofs oftentimes pativexvxYy Yve «aS««a. V* ^ 
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defence and honesty of his religion, and specially of them which wear 
the habit of religion upon them, for that intent that they might destroy the 
virtuous living and conversation of religion, full busily serving not their spirit 
but the wretchedness of their flesh and the world, in the monasteries of 
spiritual and ghostly living. And alas ! for sorrow, for now by such persons 
the special worship and honour that Holy Church was of before, is almost 
brought to nought, while the multitude of carnal and worldly men increase 
above number, whom the fewness of spiritual men suffering, choosing rather 
to dissemble and not to know their evil, and so to rest themselves, than by 
their blaming and resisting, [to] stir and move against them the wrath and 
troublous hastiness of such evil-disposed persons. And though they so do, 
yet they cannot be sure from the spies and frauds of them. And as some- 
time Ishmael, that was born carnally, pursued Isaac, that was born spirit- 
ually, that is to say, by a spiritual promise of Almighty God, likewise 
it is now. For carnal folk be full grievous to spiritual people, because 
they cannot pervert them to their forwardness ; also many there be that 
greatly it is to sorrow the which in their living began spiritually, but by 
process of time either they be overcome by unstableness or else be de- 
ceived by simpleness, and also they fall down from their purpose and be- 
ginning into the miserable and wretched corruption and slothfulness of this 
world, enticed and drawn by the examples and counsels of evil-disposed 
persons. Truly, these great hurts of religious living, the which before in 
the time of fathers, full nobly flowered and shone as a heavenly light, full 
greatly beholdeth the prelates of Holy Church in these days, that knowing 
this and despising it, insomuch that they understood not themselves, that it 
is so with them. They knew verily what thing they be come to, but they [know 
not] what thing they should have come to, because that they be come to the 
lust and pleasure of this world, but they should have come to the following 
of Christ's poverty, and to the cark and diligent keeping of their cure, that 
is, the people of God committed to them. And therefore that they seek and 
that they care. For that they be come to and that they have. The people 
of God they feed not but destroy, and them, peradventure, that they have 
turned from righteousness they slay spiritually and lose, for their con- 
forming to them not shewing themselves fathers and pastors, but wolves and 
thieves. Truely the promoting of such persons, kings, and bishops, and 
other great men, procure and gete, and their subjects full much look there- 
after, not being rectors and fathers, but pervertors and destroyers of their 
souls, the which thinking that all thing that is under them that liketh is 
lawful, [is] why by the righteous judgment of God be realms troubled and 
churches confounded, and the state of earthly folk subverted. And for such 
demeaning they be accursed of God, the which should be devout and meek 
intercessors to God, both for them that be alive, and for them that be dead, 
by whose merits and prayers, specially the welfare of all Christendom, might 
be preserved and increased, and all evil far put away from the people of God. 

—P- 89- 

So that to the Author, brooding over this, it may also have been 

in like continual pain to his * young man ... a Monk ;' animated 

with a fervent piety and deep fpiritual afpirations; that to him, ' a 

thought fell into my mind that I mould pray our Lord God that he 

would vouchfafe to reveale and fhow to me in fome manner of 

wife, the ftate of the world that is to come and the condition of 

the fouls that%e pall their bodies after this life ; and then this 

openly known, I might the better vnderfland, what within ihort 

fpace as 1 fuppofed were to be dread and what I might hope 

after when I mould pafs from this world to that world : and fo 

by this to eftabliih myfelf in the dread and love of God as long 

as I/hould live in this doubtful life.' 1 

Thus tfie rfevefation — with probably fome of ftve t&t-^a&oa 

common to enthufiafts — is written in good tetfh on Vk* Xxtftosrf* 

1 /. ag. 
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part, that by the terrors of the Purgatorial Journey, men might be 
awed into well-doing. 

11. From the explanation of fuch words, as ' fermorye ' l and 
'colloke' 2 'fugytytuys,' 3 itwould appear that thework was fpecially 
intended for not fo much the religious perfons as the laity at large. 

12. It is fuch a book as John Bunyan might have written, had he ' 
lived five centuries earlier, and been, as probably he would have 
become, a Monk. Only, that the Author intended no fuch 
pleafant allegory, fetting forth the progrefs of Chriftian life ; but 
the making manifeft of thofe unfailing realities, of that inevitable 
doom that was coming upon all, except the irretrievably loft. 

13. There is a three-fold thread in this Gefta Purgatoris. The 
natural ftory of the Ecftatic ; the omnifcient hiftory of the 
Characters, much after the manner of the Gefta Komanonim; and 
the fupernatural Conftruction of the invifible world on this fide 
of Heaven, the peculiar product of the Author. 

The unweaving of thefe three ftrands is not pofhble within our 
prefent limits. 

(i.) The Trance of the fick novice is told with great vividness 
and circumftantiality. 

(2.) The even-handed juftice among the Characters is moft 
notable. It fcathes all, but not alike, from the king of England 
feated on" horfeback in burning armour ' as it were as bright 
iron is when it is beaten with hammers and fmiteth out fiery 
fparkles * 4 'for the unrightful fhedding of mens blood and for adul- 
tery,' and is further upbraided by devils * becaufe he would be 
avenged on men that flew his venery, as hart and hind, buck and 
doe, and fuch other, which by the law of kind ought to beftain to 
euery man, and therefore fome of them he put to death or elfe 
cruelly would maim them :' down to the poor man's wife whom 

• gladly I beheld there in light pains.' 5 

Again, what courage has the Author, when remarking upon the 
few priefts he faw in Purgatory, he adds " Truly then I thought to 
myfelf that full few priefts were there found, of the great number 
that is of them in all the world that had deferved pains after 
their death, for breaking their chastity. And to this it was so 
answered, ' Wherefore it is no doubt that the great multitude of 
them be utterly damned.'" 6 In like manner : through all degrees 
of the Hierarchy. Thofe who flourifhed in profperitie in the 
Spirituality being grieued in a more fpecial bitfernefs of pains 
aboue other.' 7 

(3. ) What then is the plan of this minor Englifh Dante ? 

The conftruction of this Purgatory is circular and on a plain. 
Heaven is conceived as the Centre, furroww&ed \\k& \xn^ \s^ 

* fields * of pleafure or pain. T\ve vaft. C\TOUBD&sx£bK& \& *«& 
Death point in Human Life. So the Sou\ \s T^«Ss»2«k*& !«s*^ 

*A 25. 2 p m a8 . 3 p. 84. * *• *v * ** ^ 

6 /. 82. * p. $. 
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inward and yet more inward, as it were along a radius, — acrofs 
the three ' fields' of Pains, then the ' field' of Paradife to the gate 
of Heaven. The Narration fometimes looks backward : but 
the Characters defcribed as met with, will be feen under each 
Flace of Pains on p. 2. 

The principle of Purgatory is thus given : 

Full seldom it is in these days in which almost all conditions of all men [are] 
gone out of kind, for the pure simplicity and innocentness of the very Church 
of God, that any man living in this life keepeth or recovereth fully the equity 
and purity of the holy Gospell, the which till a man fulfill he may not 
dwell in heavenly places, neither shall rest in the Mount and Hill of Para- 
dise of joy and bliss. Wherefore whatsoever thing of sin and uncleaness, con- 
trary to equity and righteousness, cleaveth and resteth on the Souls that pass 
hence out of this world it shall be purged in another world and so by their 
penance the way and path of a joyful resting shall be showed to them that be 
purged and cleansed and so then in places of rest, the entring of heaven and 
everlasting bliss full largely shall be opened to those souls for the perfect de- 
sire that they shall haue there to see God. 

Soothly this only must be taken of those sins which by their light quality or 
else by confession and satisfaction done for them be granted of God to be 
changed and counted among venial sins. For as touching those sins that 
be deadly and were not in this world by the remedy of confession and pen- 
ance made light and venial, it is without doubt that a man shall be so pre- 
sented in his judgement in the world that is to come as he is found in his 
living when he passe th out of this world.* 

The Progrefiion of Purgatory is reprefented on this wife. 

Furthermore this general condition of all folk that die I knew there openly. 
That all people the which be ordained to perceive rest and bliss before the 
day of doom had evermore from the first hour of their death their pains less 
and less : but if it were so, that any of them had left to other that had lived 
after, by evil example, occasion of sin the which righteously they might know it 
them that did so before, and while they did no satisfaction to God for it before 
their death, whereby such occasion of sinning left to other should have been 
forgiven them : also they that grievously offended by the which they deserved 
everlasting damnation ; — began to go from full bitter pains to worse ; and so 
by succeeding of their pains dayly, their torments busily increasing, that 
every day following is more grievous to them than was the day before!* 

This however is varied in individual cafes, by the prefence or 
abfence of hope. 

Soothly there is no thing so grievous to them that be in pains as the un- 
certainty of their deliverance and also there is no thing that so much as swag- 
eth the pains and sorrows of others, as doth a very hope and faithful trust, 
the which they knew, and have by our Loid's mercy to be delivered.3 

From the Darknefs, the Horror, and the Agony we gladly 
turn towards Paradife. It is our Author's counterpart to Bunyan's 
' Land of Beulah.' In his rapturous welcome of it, no lefs than 
the abfence of any fympathy on his part with the Suffering he had 
witneffed, we trace the true piety of the Author. A man to 
whom * the melody of Singing Lauds to God' amid the * Manfions 
of the Bleffed' was ineftimably joyous, was himfelf 'not far from 
the Kingdom of Heaven. ' Whatever criticifm we may beftow upon 
the conception and execution of the Revelation : we cannot but 
believe the Author to have been a fpiritual-minded Man, doing 
what, in that dark Age, he thought to be a Chriftian work. 

The tranfition is gradual. 
And as we went farther, there began to appear a. \\tt\e aw& *\v\.\\t, tnnm 
aac/more, a full faire light unto us, and withal break outafu\\\\*as»»x.*w«x 

*J>- 7*. 2 /. 7 o. * *. i*. 
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savour. And anon after we came to a field the which was full of all manner 
of fair and pleasant flowers that gave to us an incredible and inestimable 
comfort of joy and pleasure. Soothly in this field we saw and found infinite 
thousands of Souls fall jocund and merry in a full sweet rest after their pen- 
ance and after their purgation And them that we found first in the beginning 
of that field were not very bright neither well shining Notwithstanding they 
had no spot of blackness or any unclean ness on them as it seemed, save this, 
as I said before, they were not very bright shining white. 1 

And as we went more inward and farther into that joyful place of paradise 
we had evermore a clear light and felt a sweeter savour and those that we 
found and saw there were whiter and more glad than were other that we saw 
before. And whereto should I tary here now to number those persons and 
their merits whom I saw there, that I knew sometime before in the world, 
and those also that I knew not before. For all that were there in that place, 
were ordained to be the citizens of the high and Everlasting Jerusalem ; and 
all had past the strife and battle of this world, and were victors of devils ; and 
so lightly they went through all pains, as they were less cumbered and held 
by wretched living and worldly vices.* 

Then comes the moll ftriking Vifion of our Lord's Paffion. 
After which the Journey continues. 

Truly I followed evermore my duke and leadsman Saint Nicholas, that 
went forth farther and farther, repleated now with great joy among the full 
bright and light mansions of blessed souls. And the whiteness of them that 
were here in this place and the sweatness of savour and also the melody of 
singing lauds to God were inestimable and scarcely to man's understanding 
credible. 3 

At laft, the Gate of Heaven comes in fight. 

At the last we saw afar a full glorious wall of Crystal whose height no 
man might see and length no man might consider. And when we came thither 
I saw withinforth a full fair bright shining gate and it stood open, save [that] 
it was signed and laid over with a Cross. Truly thither came flockmell the 
multitude of those blessed souls that were next to it, and would come in at 
that fair gate. The Cross was set in the midst of that gate and now it was 
lift up on high and so gave to them that came thither an open and a free 
entring and so shut other out that would have come in, afterward it was let 
down again, and so withheld. . . . But what brightness and clearness of 
light was there withinforth all about let no man ask nor seek of me for I 
cannot only not tell it by word but also I cannot remember it in mind. . . . 
And withinforth nothing I might see but light and the wall of crystal 
through which we came. And also from the ground up to the top of that 
wall were steps ordered and disposed fair and marvellously, by which the 
joyful company that was come in at the foresaid gate gladly ascended up. 
At the last as I looked up higher I saw in a Throne of Joy sitting our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ in likeness of a man. And about him as it seemed 
to me were a five hundred souls which late had stied up to that glorious 
Throne, and so they came to our Lord and worshipped him and thanked him, 
for his great mercy and grace showed and done to them. 

And some were seen on the upper parts of the wall as they had walked 
hither and thither. 4 

That was all he faw. He knows it was not the * high heavens 
of heavens.' It was but the Gate of Heaven. It filled him with 
ineffable joy. But the time of his return had come. St. 
Nicholas turns him back, faying " * Now thou muft go again to 
thyfelf and to thine, and to the world's fighting. Truly thou fhalt 
have and perceive the joys that thou haft feen and much more ; 
if thou continue and prefevere in the dread of God.' And when 
he had faid this to me he brought me forth through the fame 
gate that we came in, wherefore full \\ea.vy axv& forr$ ^^s/Y "ax^ 
more than a man may fuppofe, for vreW. \ Vxvsw VSraA. "V tsssS^ 

*A 98. 2 p. I04 . B p. xc6. *• P* wi- 
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turn again, from that heavenly blifs to this world's wretched- 
nefs." 1 

14. We have now a touch, which rivals even Bunyan's famous 
look through the gates of the Celeftial City. 

The Monk, fad to the heart, is without the Gate, with his back 
upon it and the Cryftall Wall. ** And while the Holy Confeffor 
Saint Nicholas on this wife fpake yet with me : fuddenly I heard 
there a folemn Peal and a ringing of a marvelous fweetnefs, and 
as all the bells in the world or whatfoever is of founding had 
been rung together at once. Truly in this peal and ringing 
break out alfo a marvellous fweetnefs ; a variant meddling of 
melody founded withall. And I wot not whether the greatnefs of 
melody, or the fweetnefs of the founding of bells were more to be 
wondered at. And to fo great a noife I took good heed and 
full greatly my mind was fufpended to hear it. Soothly anon as 
that great and marvelous founding and noife was ceafed ; fuddenly 
I faw myfelf departed from the fweat fellowfhip of my duke and 
leader Saint Nicholas. Then was I returned to myfelf again." 3 

That Solemn Peal and marvelloufly Sweet ringing of the Bells 
ringing in the Eafler morn of Heaven, fo graphically defcribed 
that we feem to hear them, is a crowning invention in the Vifion. 

15. Thus imperfectly we have introduced the Reader to the 
unique printed book and to its contents. A full analyfis of the text 
we muft leave to others : merely fuggefting inter alia, we were go- 
ing to fay, its comparative Mythology : at all events its comparison 
with other works in the cycle of Pugatorial literature. As but to 
mention but a few. The vifit to Purgatory of Drithelm in 696 as 
recorded by Bede, 8 or according to Roger de Wendover Dricht- 
helm in 699 : 4 of the Emperor Charles 5 in 885 : of the Knight 
Owen who vifited the purgatory of St. Patrick in 1153: 6 of 
Turchill the labourer 'of Tunfted in the bifhopric of London ' in 
1206. 7 With thefe to compare The Vifions of Tunda/e, 8 and 
Robert de B rune's Handlyng Synne : 9 and the like. 

Wc, for our part, have had good hap ; if we have mown, that 
beneath an uncouth text there is a direct diction and power 
both of Mind and Soul : that there is much that is true but 
fimply diflorted ; with much that is ludicrous and purely falfe : 
and that in all, undeniably, the beft of motives and afpirations. 
With the infinitely greater advantages of the prefent day : how 
many of us would be inferior, man for man, to that unknown 
Monk, who, feven centuries ago, dreamt or .imagined that he 
faw * A marvellous Revelation (hewed by Almighty God ;' and 
wrote it down for the inftruction, warning, and comfort of his 
fellow- Englishmen. 

1 p. 109. 2 /. no. 7 Idem. ii. 221-235. 

3 £ccles. Hist. Bk. v. c. 12. pp. * Ed. by W. B. D. D. Turnbull. 

253-8. Ji*/. 1847. Edinburgh 1843. 

4 AYtrzwrs 0/ History, t. 120-124. • Ed. by ¥. 3- ^wswA, VLk. 

m m /?*9- 6 ^dem. i. 217. London xB6a. 
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d ©&e pt'ologe of tfjfcs miclacton. 

|He reuelacion that foloweth here 
in this boke tretyth how a certeyn 
deuowt perfon the wiche was a 
monke in the abbey of Euilhamme 
was rapte in fpirite by the wille of 
god and ladde by the hand of feint 
Nycholasthe fpace of. ii. days and. 
ii. nyghtes to fee and knowe the 
peynys of purgatorye and the iowys of paradyfe and 
in what Hate the fowlis ware that ware in purgatorye 
and alfo in paradyfe. Sothly in bothe this placis he 
fawe and knewe many perfbns bothe men and women 
the whiche he knewe welle before when they lyuyd in 
thys world and fpake with hem there mowthe to mowith 
in bothe the placys as he founde hem as hit folowth 
wele aftir in this boke. This reuelacion was not 
(hewed to hym only for hym butte alfo for the confort 
and profetyng of all criilyn pepulle that none man Ihuld 
dowte or myftrufte of anothir life and world the whiche 
euery man and woman moile go to and lyke as they 
deferue here in this world by here lyuyng fo there to 
be rewardyd. And as for the trowthe of this reuela- 
cyon no man nother woman ought to dowte in any 
wife, for and a man wele rede and vndirflonde the 
begynnyng with the ending he fhalle fo largely fee hit 
approuyd in grete myraclis by almyghty god fhewyd 
vnto the fame perfon that fame tyme that alle refons 
andmocionsof infydelitethewhicherifithoften tymesof 
manns fenfualite fhalle vtwardly be excludyd and quen- 
chid and gretely fhalle caufe alle cr^ftsu ^^Wife. ■ton. 
herith hit to drede god and lone ^manft.a^.Q'ia^^^ 
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hym in hys werkys. for feche anothir reuelacion and 
fo opyn y trowe was neuer fhewid in this lond ne in no 
nothir that we rede of. 

C Sere enBgtt) tins prologge* 

C Sere ftegstme fyt efjapftrca of if)te reuelat^on. 

C Howe this monke fyl in to a fore and greuys. 
fekenes and gaue hym to confeflion and prayur 

and compunccion of teeris Chapitur I [p. 19] 

C Howe he laye alfo proflrate in the chaptur 

howfe as thaugh he had ben dedde ij [p. 21] 

C Howe the fegure of oure lordys croffe that he 

worfliipte was fonde blody iii [p. 22] 

C How hp was comme ageyne to him felfe iiii [p. 23J 
C Howe he fought aftyr hys flaffe and his fhewys 

and how deuoutly he worfliipte the croffe v [p. 24] 

C Howe he told to a brother that he louyd wele 

a part of feche thynges as he had feyne vi [A 26] 

C Howe he was defired of his bretheren to ete 

fumwhat aftyr fo longe a fafle vii [A 27] 

C Howe he told to ii of his confeffours a part of 

thoes thinges that he had feyne viii [p. 28] 

C what was his peticion specially and howe a 

certeyn perfon apperyth to hym ix [^.28] 

C Howe he was warnyd in his flepe to worfliippe 

the croffe of owre lorde x [p. 30] 

C How the fame croffe bledd don to hym at the 
ryght fyde and at the right foote and of the. 

ij. lyghtys xi [p. 31] 

C Howe he came yn to chaptur howfe and toke 

dyfciplynys and how he was rapte xii [p. 32] 

C how he felte hym felfe here rapte fyrft — xiij [p. 33] 
C how he folowd hys leder fent Nycholas when 

he was rapte xiiij [p. 35] 

C how fent Nycholas broughte hym to the fyrfle 

place of purgatorie xv \p. 36] 

€TOfthegretediueTfytQ of peynysyat'riefaw-*N\ \J> . y$\ 
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C Of the fecunde place of peynys in purga- 
tory xvij [p. 40] 

<[ How fent Margaret delyuerd a fowle of a fyn- 

fulle woman fro the deuyllys xviij [p. 42] 

COf a goldefmyth that was fauyd by fent Ny- 

cholas xix [p. 46] 

<[ How thys monke know there fyrft that fent 

nycholas was hys leder xx [p. 48] 

<[ How the fame goldefmith tolde the monke in 
purgatorye how he dydefodenly and was fauyd xxi [p. 48] 
C How the goldefmyth tolde the monke a re- 

medye agenft foden deth xxij [p. 51] 

([ How the fone of this goldefmyth tolde the 
monke aftyr he was comme to hym felfe ageyne 
that hys fadyr had apperyd. iii. to hys moder aftyr 

hys deth xxiij [/. 54] 

<[ Of the thirde place of peynys in purgat- 

orie. xxiiii \p. 56 

<[ Of the fowle vyce and fynne of fodemytis-xxv p. 58" 
C Of adoctouralawethatwas afodemyte xxv[j] [p. 60" 
J[ Of thoes perfons that this monke fawe and 
fpake within the firft place of peynys and firfl 

with a prior xxvii [p. 65] 

<[ Of an ancres that he fawe and knewe in the 

fame place- 

([ Of a certen biffhoppe there alfo- 



-xxvin 



([ Of a certen woman a pore mannys wyf-xxx 



p. 69 
xxix p. 70 



([ Of relygyous men what peynys they fofryd for 



p. 71J 



dyuers certen fawtys- 

([ Of a certen knight that brake a vowe 

([ Of a nothir knight- 



— xxxi 
- xxxii 
-xxxiii 



([ Of thoes perfons that he fawe in the ii placys 



> 73 
>74 

> 75 J 



of peynys ; xxxmj 

fl[ Of thre byflhoppis that were there xxxv 

([ Of an arch biffhoppe of canturbery xxxvi 



p. 76 

/• 77. 
/• 79. 



([ A certen defcripcion that the monke made 
of dyuers kyndys of fynful peple and of her 
peynys -xkxn\\ \$ . ^A 



H Ofpoyfynners that he fawe 

B 



-XKJKNWX 



l\\\\t 
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C Of vferers alfo xxxix [p. 84" 

C Of fugytyuys of relygyon xl p* 84" 

C Of a certen kyng of Englonde : xli [p. 84" 

C Of a b[i]ffhoppe that was in peynys of purga- 
torye and yette god mewed for hym myracles in 

thys world xlii [p. 86 

C Of a certen abbot xliii p. 87" 

C Of an abbaffe alfo xliiii p. 91* 

C Of twononnys that were lepurs xlv p. 92 

C Of a knight that orTendyd in fymonye — xlvi p. 93 

C Of a monke a fextenne xlvii p. 95 

C Of a clerke that leuyd holylye xlviii [p. 97 

C Of paradyfe and of the multitude of pepulle » 

that he fownde there xlix [p. 98 

C Howe he fawe a certen abboth there 1 [p. 99 

C Of a certen Priour that lyuyd deuoutely and 

dyde holylye li [p. 101" 

fl Of a certen yong monke of hys Hi p. 1 03* 

fl Of a certen worfhipful pride liii p. 104" 

C Howe owre lordys paflion was reprefentyd a- 
monge the holy fowlys that ware in paradyfe Hiii [p. 105] 
C Of the entryng at the gate of paradyfe and of 

the ioye that apperyd wythinforthe lv [p. 107] 

([ Howe this monke came agayne throwe the 

gate of paradyfe Ivi [p. 109] 

C Of the fwete melodye of bellys that he herd 
in paradyfe and how he came to him felfe a- 

geyne lvii [p. no] 

([ Approfe how this reuelacyon is of god and 
mode nedys be trewe for the grete myraclys that 
god fhewyd on hym that fame tyme^ lviii [/. nj] 




CI Sere tregtmitittf) a mmielouss reflation that 
teas flrfteto»0 of alm»afr!> S°B on sent flijrijolas 
to a monttc of laurtstfamme vn tfje Bans of itimge 
Kicfjarti tftc fgrst &no ti>c sere of otore lorD. itt 
C SLxixxni. C ©a prtmum. 

SlN a Monaflerye callyd Euyffham 
there was a certen yong man 
tumyd wyth feythfull deuocyon fro 
thys worldys vanyte to the lyfe of 
a Monke the whiche abowte the 
begynnyng of hys conuerfion fylle 
yn to a grete and a greuys fekenes 
and by the fpace of. xv. monthys 
was fore labouryd with gret febulnes and wekenes of 
body. Alfo hys ftomake abhortyd fo gretly mete and 
drynke that fum tyme by the fpace of. ix. days or more 
he myght refceyue noo thyng but a lytyl warme watyr. 
And what fum euer thyng of leche crafte or fefyke any 
manne dedde to hym for hys conforte or hys amende- 
ment noo thyng hym helpyd but al tumyd contrarye 
Theriore he lay feke yn his bedde gretly deftitute of 
bodely flrenght. fo that he myght not moue hym felfe 
fro one place to anothyr butte by helpe of feruauntes. 
Alfoo yn thre the lafte monethys of hys fekeneffe he 
was more forer dyfeafyd and feblyd than euer he was 
before. Neuertheleffe than commyng on the fefte of 
eftur. fodenly he beganne fum what to amende yn hys 
bodely myghtys and with hys flaffe walkyd aboute the 
fermorye. Sothly on thes euyn of fcherethurfdaye in 
the whiche nyght the office and feruice of owr lord 
ihefu cryfle ys tradicion and paffion was folenly fonge 
wyth grete deuocion. he wente wyth hys flaffe to the 
chyrche wyth his bretheren the whiche by caufe of 
fekeneffe refted hem alfo with tvym «v \Kt feratfOTt 
irere the coueot nyghtly feraice. anAAaaiifis cffiKtivg^fc 
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to owr lord And there by the refpecte of heuynly grace 
fo grete conpunccion and fwetenes he refcyued that 
hys holy deuocion excedyd mefure. Wherfore he 
myght not conteyne hym fro wepyng and laudyng god 
fro mydnyght tyl fex of the belle yn the mornyng. 
what for remembryng wyth worfhippe and ioye the 
merceis of owre lord, the whiche had doon for man- 
kynde. And alfo remembryng wyth fore wepyng hys 
offencys and fynnys doon by fore tyme. And the 
hurte and the ftate of hys prefent imperfeccion. And 
abowte fex the belle yn the mornyng he made to be 
called to hym. ii. of his bretheren one after a nothyr. 
whiche hadd powr to here confeffyons and gyue to 
penitentes abfolucion and to them bothe made purely 
and holy as mekylle as he cowde hys confeffion of al 
hys fynnys and of the left offence of hys religion or of the 
commawndementys of god and wyth grete contricion 
of herte and effufion of terys defired hys abfolucion 
and had hyt Than on of them afkyd hym why he 
forowde and wepte fo imoderately for al they had 
went yat he fchulde fele hym felfe fone to paffe owte 
of this worlde. Than he feyde he felte hym felfe no 
thyng fo Sothly than he tolde to his brother yat dili- 
gently enquiryde this of hym and feyde Sir ye fchal 
vndyrftonde and know that thys lafte night whenne we 
were to gedyr in chaptur howfe. y refceyuyd fo grete 
fweteneffe of herte and gladneffe of fowle. that onne- 
this y myghte hoolde or bere my felfe. He afkyd alfo 
and hyt were by the relygion that the priowrs fhuld 
geue that nyght to the bretheren dyfcyplynys in hooly 
vefture and aubys. And whenne he herd hym en- 
quyre this he hadde wente that he had feyd hyt of 
grete febulneffe of his hedde. or by alyenacion of hys 
mynde. the whiche perauenture he hadde falle in by 
his infirmyte and immoderate weping or faftyng howe 
be hit that he with hym had meruailous wifdam and 
difcrecion al the tyme of hys fekeneffe. wherfore he 
commendyd hym to our lord no thing els enquyring of 
Aym and fo went his weye The feke biotYiex t^ero^ 
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al that daye in laudyng and prefyng god And the next 
night folowing after he hadde flepte a lityll while rofe vp 
of his bed And when the chaptur was ronge as the tyme 
requyred to calle the couent to matens. he went than 
to chirche as he did the daye before Sothely how he 
behauyd hym thenne in the chirche. and whan he 
went thens hit ihalle be fchewyd in his wordy s foloyng 



C 3?otoe fft lage prostrate al f)fe bolls fa tfje 
rfjaptur fjoto* a* f)t fjafl bt OeOOe. C ©a it 

|N the morow nexte foloyng that ys good 
fredaye whenne the couent rofe to cum to 
chirche to feye prime, as they ede afore 
the chaptur hous they fawe the fame feke 
brother lye proflrate and bare foote 
before the abbottis fete hois face was flate to the 
ground as thaugh he fhuld by the ordyr afke mercy of 
euery prefydent. Than the bretheren feyng this mer- 
uelyd and rane thedir and willing to take hym vp. 
they founde hym as a man lyfeles without any mocyon 
of any membre of his body. Trewly his yes ware falle 
doun depe into his heed and tho yes and nofe of him 
ware blody or as a manne had ouyr leyde hem with 
mekyl bloode. wherfore they feyde alle that he was 
dede. His feete ware ful coolde but in the remuande 
of his body was found a lytyl warmenes No mouing 
of his pypys might be knowen long tyme And at the 
lafl onnethis bit was perfeyuyd in him a litill thynne 
breth and amouyng of his herte. Thenne they wefhid 
his heedde brefle handys and feete with colde watyr 
And than firfl they fawe al hys body a lityl to tremyl 
and quake, but anoon he fefyd and was infenfybulle 
So long tyme they mufyd and dowtyd what they might 
do to hym. whyle they fawe hym not verily dedde. 
nothyr any thing amendyng. At the lafl by confelle 
they had him to his bedde and there to be keote wink 
grete attendans of kepers. 
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C ©f ti)e MoBg figure of tfje crosse* C Ca ttt 

He mene whyle the bretheren merueled and 
wondred on fuche a foden happe and 
beyng of the feke brother and more they 
wondrid. howe hyt happyd. and yn what 
wyfe wythowte any helpe he myght comme 
thedyr to that place, where the couent was Sothely 
othyr thyngys that now foloyn the whyche y fchal telle 
of. wythowte any comparfone ben more to be dred 
feryd and worfhipte than any thyng aboue feyd. They 
herde anone aftyr and that not wythowte grete mer- 
uelle. that the fygure of owre lordys body affyxed on a 
croffe whyche fygure and croffe. yerly ys wonte ml 
deuowtely to be kyffyd and worfhipte of the couent yn 
remembrance of owre lordys paflion was founde frefch 
bledyng and newe abowte the place of the grete wounde 
yn the ryght fyde and alfo at the ryght foote. Trewly 
afore lente the fextenfe of the chyrche. had let done 
the fame croffe to the grownd and fo tyl good fredaye 
they hadd lefte hyt betwyxe the auter and the walle. 
And for a more wondyr the flaffe and fchewys of the 
fame feke brothyr ware fondyn by the fame place 
Sothely than all the brethirne came to gedyr in to the 
chaptur hows gretly aflonyd apon thefe thyngys that 
befylle. and auyfement takyn alle that were there wyth 
grete contricion of herte toke difcyplynys of roddys 
and lyyng proflrate yn the chirche feyden wepyngly 
the .vii. falmys of penanfe. for to gete owre lordys 
mercy e. Trewly thys feke brother all yat daye which e 
was gode freday with the nyght fologyng and the 
nexte day aftyr all moofle tyl the fonne fette. con- 
tynewde ynone flate. Alfo the bretheren wyth flreng[t]h 
of handys opynde hys mowth and cafle yn hyt iuflys 
of dyuers fpycys and herbis for hys releuyng. but 
anone after he wente owte ageyne. what fomme euer 
was putt e in to hys mowthe as thaugh hys throte hadde 
ben hopped Emp laflers alfoo to bis bidte axvd axmys 
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they bonde but alle was vayne. They prickyd with 
neldys and fcrapyd the folys of hys fete, but no thyng 
myght be perceyuyd in hym of a lyuys manne. faue a 
lityll rednes of chekys and a litil warmenes of body. 
The colowre of hys face oftyn tymes was chaunged to 
amis and ageyne meruayloufly the colowre of hys face 
was reuyuyd and welle fhewyd. Alfoo they made a 
grete home to be blowyn there but no thyng hit botyd. 



C ©otoc tie came agegn to fjgm self on ?e*tur 
cugn abototc complcn tvmt. ©a nit 

Henne on the morowe that ys eflur euyn 
and the fame owre that the couent came 
to gedyr to the collacion and to com- 
plenne the briys of hys ye lyddys began ne 
firfle a lytil to moue and fo they femyd 
as they hadde ben fode in boylyng watyr. And atte 
lafl there came don fro hys yes on hys chekys a 
yelowe humour of watyr in manere of terys. Thanne 
they that were wyth hym feyng thys. called anone for 
the bretheren. fuppofyng that he fhuld haue fone paired 
fro thys world. They fawe alfo a lytyl afore thys tyme 
hys lyppys a lytyl to moue with his chekys compreffyd 
as he had refceyued or fwelowde fum fwete thing fallyn 
in to hys rnowth. And after that a flowyng owte of 
terys as hyt is feyd here before. Alfoo he was feyn 
often and many diuers tymys fykyng alow in his brefte 
as a manne flepyng had wepte. And anone after as 
hit femyd he reuoluyd certeyn wordys benethe in hys 
throte butte he myght not fpeke them owte faue onely 
in a voyce onethysaudybilleandnoo thyng intelligibille. 
Sothely thanne hys fpyrite beganne a lytyll and a lytill 
to come ageyne and thefe wordys and voyce he firfl 
fownyd that might be vndyrflond. O fanda Maria 
O fancta Maria: And agayne O my lady fancta Maria 
O my lady fancta Maria I flialle feye tho wordys as I 
biTde theym noo thyng addyng tYistto O \\a, fe^s. ^c^ 
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lady Sancta Maria. Thefe wordes often tymys he re- 
heried. For what fynne he feyde lefe y foo grete ioye. 
And agayne he feyde my Lady Sancta Maria, when 
fhalle I recouere fo grete ioye that y lefe nowe. Thefe 
thynges and many other often tymes he reherfed / yet 
as a man ware a flepe and hys thyes euer clofyd / the 
whiche I wote not of what grete ioye he forowde and 
wepte hym felfe departyd fro Sothely aftyrward fodenly 
lyke as a man had awaked fro a grete flepe. he lyfte 
vppe hys hed and fulbitterly beganne to wepe and 
with rennyng terys forofully fobbyd as wepyng doth 
and ioynyng his handys and fyngers to gedur reyfid 
him felf and fate vp Then he put downe his hed in 
his handys on his kneys And as he beganne afore 
ful lamentably to wayle and forowe fo fefyd not long 
tyme aftyr Thanne one of his bretheren that was with 
hym afkyd what caufyd hym fo fore to wepe and howe 
he felte hym felfe. Than he reflid a litil while and at 
the lafte foftely feyde to hym wele wele and verely 
wele y was hedir to/ but now euyl and verely euyl y 
am and fele my felfe And ageyne more grettur he 
wepte and forowd than he dyd bifore And by caufe 
that hit ys ouer longe and alfo as impoflible to re- 
membre al thyng that he feyde than and how mekil 
he wepte we leue nowe and purpofe to drawe fhortly to 
gedir tho thingys whiches we herde hym telle of in gret 
contricion of herte and of mynde aftyrward that he was 
fully comme to hym felfe ageyne. 



C ©otoc fft sought after fjfs sijotots antr fjoto re* 
uerentb %t toorstjtpt tfje crossc- 

jOthly amonge his lamentacions and fyk- 
ynges that the had he afayde with gret 
flrenght onys or twies or thries to opene 
his yes that were clofid and atte lafl they 
opened. Thanne he beganne with bothe 
his handys al aboute to feche aftyr \v\s ftaife \YvaX Yvfc 
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lefte in the chirce And whanne hyt kowd not be 
fownde he feyd. Sechith here owre flafFe and take 
owr fhowys by the piller and goe we ageyne in to the 
fermorye. A fermorye among religious men is called 
a place or an howfe ordende to kepe feke brethren. 
Thanne whanne t hit was feyde of fomaof his bretheren. 
behoolde brother nowe and fee yow in the fermorye and 
fet in your bedde and loe yowre ftaffe and fhowys byn 
here redy. Thanne he feyd O howe came we hedyr 
and whanne. were not we ryght nowe in the chirche 
to gedyr at matens. Thanne his bretheren told hym 
that he had be there now ii dayes and to morowe wilbe 
eftur daye And whanne he herd this, more grettyr he 
beganne to wepe and feyd. O fhuld we not bretheren 
haue worfhypte on good freday owre lordys crofTe 
And yet we haue not in comonne worfhipte hit 
Thenne whenne he herd of his bretheren. that owre 
lordys croffe was worfhipte the day before, and he 
might not be caufe of fekenes. he feyde to hem. 
Aftyr that I came into the chirche y felte no difefe 
But y praye yow that y may go to worfhipe the 
crofTe. Thanne ther was brought to hym a croffe of 
feluyr the whiche reuerently he clyppyd to hym. and 
with cofns and terys watryd the fete of the croffe. 
and vnto the tedufnes of fome flondyng by/ he 
thankyd owr lord and redemer and the fadyr and the 
holy goofle for innumerabulle benefetis. of the whyche 
he reherfyd mony fyriglerly. for hym felfe and vnyuer- 
fally for al holy chirche. and alfo for al degreys and con- 
dycyons of alle cryflyn pepulle and more attente for 
hys enmyes. yef any there ware or for the enmyes of hys 
frendys he made meruailous prayers and obfecracyons. 
And as y fuppofe xxx tymes or more he inclynde hys 
hede doone to the fete of the croffe with terys and 
fobbyng that often tymes his voyce fefid of prayn^ 
Thoes wordys the whiche he made in his fupplicacions 
ware fo redy and prompte and alfo repletyd with grete 
refon andhyeneffe of witte that hit femydrathir he redde 
hem thanne feyde hem. Ho is foeete \^3J^ ^sc^ 
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C ©oto f)e tol&e to ft of fjfg eottfeBBorga a parte 
of 6uci)c tfjfttges as ije fjatt ae^ne* C ©a but 

Fter this nowe that he had refceyued oure 
lordys precyous body ioyful and light he 
was and brought of his bretheren into the 
colloke the which ys a place where they 
may fpeke to geder and there copynily 
they came abowte hym defiring him to tel hem of feche 
thinges as befylle hym and as he had feyn for ther 
gooftly edifiyng and comfort For al they vndyrflode 
that herde his wordys the day before when he was 
fully cumme to him felfe and fawe his contynuall 
weping that by mony thinges grete thingis and mer- 
uelus had be fhewde him. And whan they with 
grete inflans afkid him. he difTymylyd alle thing a lytyl 
while At the lafte vnto his ii confefforys to whom he 
was confeft on fhrethurfday as hit is feyd afore to hem 
bothe feparatly. he told thees thynges the whiche here 
after be digeftyd and wreten with grete weping and 
fyking the whiche fum tyme fefid him of his telling 
And fum thinges he told to hem bothe and fum 
thinges onely vnto the thoon / and fum othir : only to 
the tothir and that not without a confyderacion of a 
certen meke and a good auifement And this he gon 
to telle as hit now folowethe. 



C tof)at teas Ijts petition apeefally ana Jjoto a 
certen peraott appersU to fjtot in f»* slqpe* 

C ffia to 

Othely he feyde whan y was laborid as ye 
fawe me with greuys and longe wekenes 
of body and euermore with herte and 
fowle y bleffyd our lorde and thankid him 
that he wolde white fafe to chafte me on- 
worthy in ,a fadyrly chaflment And than ai V\o^ ^it 
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afide as for any recoueryng of bodely helth y began 
thaugh hit were flowly neuertheles y difpofed me as y 
cowde and mighte to make me redy. how y might the 
fandy and lyghter fcape the peynys and forows of 
the world that is to cumme and how y might fynde the 
refte of euerlailyng life when y fhuld be callid oute of 
my body. And when as y remembrid thefe thinges 
after my power befely. than after a litil while pafl 
a thoughte fyl to my mynde that y fhulde praye our 
lord god that he wolde white fafe to reuele and fhewe 
to me in fome maner of wife, the flate of the worlde 
that is to come and the condicion of the foulys that byn 
pafl her bodyes after this lyfe and thanne this opynly 
knowen y might the bettyr vndirflonde what within 
fhorte fpace as y fuppofyd were to be dred. and what 
y might hope after whanne y fhuld paffe fro thys 
worlde to that worlde and fo by this to flabylle my 
felfe in the drede and loue of god as long as I fhuld 
leue in this dowtefulle lyfe. And fo on a certeyn night 
in the begynnyng of lente that ys lafle pafl. apperyd 
to me in my flepe a certen worfhipful perfon flondyng 
by me and feyng to me. O fone he feyde gret ys thy 
deuocyon in praying and mekyl is thy perfeuerans 
wherfore thy contynual prayer and meke demening 
may not be onfpedeful before the prefens and goodnes 
of god Neuertheles fro hens forth be of goode conforte 
and contynew deuoutly in prayur and for more flrenght 
feche the helpe of prayers of fome religious perfons. 
and yef yow fo do doutles you fhalte knowe yat fone 
you fhalte opteyne and gete thy peticion Sothely than 
he named to me fome perfons and the namys of ther 
offices feyng this / Knowe wele that mekil yt wille the 
profete. yef yow maye haue the prayers of fuche perfons. 
the whiche the goodnes of god ys wonte right gladly 
to here. Sende alfo to the monaflery of nonnys here 
by. that yow knowyfl wele and namyd hit / befechyng 
hem to pray for the. Mekyl god is pleafid in her holy 
purpofe and laudable conuerfacion. wherfore his good- 
nes gretly fauerth their willes and defaes KxA \*\sasv 
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this was feyd to me. bothe the flepe that y was in and 
the perfon that fpake to me went away. Then fodenly 
y wakydand ftedfaftlykepte inmynde this vyfyon. and af- 
fone as y might y defired the fame perfons to pray forme/ 
not vttering to them the caufe wherfore they fhulde pray 
for me Than vi wekis pafte. in the night that was nexte 
afore fherethurfday as ye can remembre. whan y had 
taken of yow and of youre felowe difcyplynys in the 
chaptur hows, that ys to feye vi of yow and vi of him 
for that day. and v other for the fexte feriis of lente 
pafte. fro the whiche y was compellyd that tyme to 
abfteyne by caufe of fekenes fo grete abundans of 
grace of terys and fweteneffe of herte / y felte me re- 
pletyd there in the refceyuyng of tho difcyplynys that 
y can not fhewe it in telling by no wordys. wherfore 
the nexte day after hit was to me ful fwete often tymes 
to wepe. And than the next nyght after grete fykynges 
beyng than the houre to ryfe to matens y fylle in to a 
pleafaunt flepe. 



C ©otoe ije toaa toarttrtr in ins slepe to toor* 
Bljtpe ttje crossge of ouxt lortu C ©a x 

[Othely than as y was a flepe y perceyued a 
voyce. but y wifl not fro whens hyt came, 
feyng to me in this wyfe. Arife vppe and 
goe in to the chapell. and to the awter 
that is dedifyed and halowd in the wor- 
fchipe of feynte laurence and of alle martyres. And 
there behynd that awter yowe fhalte fynde a croffe and 
an ymage of thy redemer affixed to the fame croffe. 
redemyng the world by hys deth. And that fame 
croffe. mekely and deuowtly go to and kys in remem- 
braunce of thy fauyur and offir to hym with meke herte. 
a facrifice of prayers knowyng wele. hit to be accept of 
god. and to the an holfum deuocion. in the whiche 
yow fhalte ful abundantly delyte. Than after this y 
wakydand with the bretheren y came to the chirche to 
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here matens And when the bretheren had begunne 
matens y mette with a fenyor that ye knowe wele in 
the chirche porch and was on of hem that y toke 
difciplinis in the night before Than whan y faw 
hym y made a figne to hym. to difcyplyne me in lyke 
wyfe ageyne as he dyd afore. And fo lightely we 
went bothe to gedyr into the chaptur howfe and with 
one afTent gladly we came ageyne And there alfo 
mette with vs another fenyor in the fame place where 
y mette the firft. to whome y made alfoo a figne for to 
haue a difciplyne. And he beckid with his hand that 
y fhulde tarye a lityl while. Thanne lefte y my bre- 
theren / that y came with to chirche / the which e were 
fekelew fittyng a parte, and alone y wente forth to 
the awter that was notyd to me in my flepe And 
whenne y was nygh the awter y put of my fhowys 
and knelyd on my kneys apon the pament and ofte 
tymys inclyned my heed doon to the grownd And fo 
went behynde the awter to feche the croffe that y herd 
of before Trewly y knew not afore in any wife by 
any mannys telling that any croffe was let doon there 
Neuertheles y founde hit as hit was tolde me before 
And anon y was refoluyd al into terys of deuocyon 
and lyyng proflrate al my body ful deuowtly y worfhipte 
that holy croffe feyng many deuout prayers And than 
after y cam knelyng on my kneys to the fame croffe 
and aftyr feyd lengur deuoute fupplicacions and thank- 
ynges to god / kyffing oft tymes the fete of the crucy- 
fyxe / and befily with the terys of my nyes watrid hem. 

C ©otoe ije satoe tfje ngijt m'Be of tfje txutitixt 
blcbynq Hon to f)im antr tfje rtgi)t fote also an& 
of l&e Al Uqijtm tfjat appeut) tl)txt. C xi 

[He mene while as y lift vppe my nyes that 
were fore of weping to the face of the 
crucifyxe y felte fome dropys fallyng don 
to me I putte ther to my fyngerys and y 
wele perceyued an&kxiewfc^yj x^^^^as^ 
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that hit was blode Alfo y behylde the right fyde of 
the ymage of oure lordis body and hit wellid oute of 
blode as a mannys flefh is wont to blede. whenne hit 
is cuppid. Trewly the place that y fawe this in was 
derke. for hyt was behynde the auter aboute myd- 
nighte. But I fawe there ii lyghtis fhynyng at bothe 
the fydes of the croffe. as hit had be ii tapers wele 
brenning I lookyd fro whens that light fhulde cumme 
and y cowde fee no place fro whens hit came. Trewly 
than y toke in my hopynne hand : y wote nere how 
mony dropis of that precious blode and there with 
diligently y anoyntid my nyes. my neris and my nofe 
thrillys And at the lafle y put one drope of yat bleffyd 
blode in to my lippys and of the grete defyre and 
deuocyon of myne herte. y fwelowd hyt doone And 
whether y offendyd god in that poynt or no y wote 
nere The remnand ther of y hild in my hand purpofyng 
to haue kept hit. Alfo y behilde and fawe the right 
fote of the fame crucifiye blode Sothely yiflerday whan 
y was refloryd to my felfe ageyne and founde no thing 
of that precious blode in my handys. fore and gretly 
y forowde and euer ftial for the loffe of fo grete and 
precious trefowre. 

C ©otoe ije tame in to if>e djaptur Ijotoae anD 
take tH*c£pl£n$s$ attD tjoto fje toa& tfjere rautafjt 

€Ta xii 

Orthermore to fatiffye yow y fhalle nowe 
telle of other thynges. The. ii. lyghtes 
that y fawe fhynyng abowte the crucyfyxe 
a fore feyde. fodenly pafte thens. to the 
fowthe parte of the awter. Thanne y 
that was knelyng in the north fide of the auter : at the 
right fide of the crucyfyxe feyng hit pafle and gon to 
the tother fide folowd after hopyng that y fhulde fee 
there fum fpiritualle thyng. And whan y came thedir 
y herde the fowne of a. voyce behynde me of the fame 




33 

old fadyr that y mette with laft before in the chirch 
porch of whom y defyred to be difcyplyned and he 
bade me tary a litil while Than lefte y alle that y fawe 
there andy [know T ] not howe. nether in what wife anoon y 
came in to the chaptur howfe And whan y had feyd 
my confiteor as the vfe ys. and he had prayde for me 
and affoyled me with this benefon. In nomine patris 
et filii et fpiritus fancti amen, he gaue me difcip- 
lynys vi. tymes as he didde afore Often tymes y de- 
fired him that y might reherfe my confeffyon and to take 
dyfcyplynys of hym. for at euery flroke that he gaue 
me in the flydde of forowe and peyne. they were 
tumid to me. an ineflymable and incredibulle fwete- 
nes of ioyfull conforte. But he wold geue me no more 
and fo y rofe vppe. Sothely thanne he went in his 
albys and fate done in the abbotis fete, that was there 
in the chaptur hows: And thanne y came and lay 
proftrate before hym. afkyng my veny and reherfyd 
ageyne my Confiteor etc. and he feyde ouer me Mife- 
reatur tui omnipotens deus etc. and fo affoyled me 
ageyne wyth thys bleffyng In nomitie patris et filii et 
fpiritus fancti And whenne he had anfwarde Amen 
Anoon ther came to me a certeyne worfhipful fadyr a 
fenyor that had a face and a chere as an angelle. 
clothid in white brightyr and whittir thanne the fnowe : 
The heere of his hedd was whore and his flature of 
medy heyth. He toke me vppe and feyde allonly 
to me thefe wordys. Folowe yow me. Trewly than 
he hylde me by the right hand fo fewerly as foftly 
and fo clippid my hand in hys. 

C i&oto fje Mtt fism aelfr %m first rapte* 

C ©a xiii 

Ere y felte my felfe fyrfl rapte in fpyryte. 

Than hys brother that was hys confeffor 

to whome he tolde alle thefe thynges 

afore feyde afkyd hym and feyde And 

trowifle yet brothex tYvaX. ^ ot x^ \Rffosx. 
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fenyor gaue difcyplynis yat night as thou feyfte. or 
went in to the chaptur howfe in albys Than he won- 
drede at his afking and feyde. Knowe not ye that 
this ys trowth that y haue to yow here feyde Than 
feyde hys confeffor ageyne. in no wyfe ther was no 
feche thynges done of vs nether myght be done, for 
the ordyr wil not that we fhuld haue gone that tyme 
of the night in to the chaptur howfe to geue difcyp- 
lynys Than he feyd to hym : Dowtheles y had went 
hether to. that tho difcyplynys and other thynges had 
be done of yow to me Ful wele y knowe withowtyn 
dowte. that y refceyued thoes difcyplynys aboue re- 
herfyd in the chaptur howfe : of men that mewed yowr 
perfons and liknes wakyngly and bodely and wyth hole 
mynde for y felte and herde the flrokys of hem and 
alfo y wele vndyrftode and dyfcernyd the voyce of 
them that prayde for me and affoyled me: as y fhulde 
haue knowe of you bothe Trewly the firfl night when 
y went owte of the chaptur hows y thought to haue 
byddyn ther in the fame place tyl the mornyng in the 
grete gladnes of herte and deuocyon that y had ref- 
ceyued there but y was fum what troubulde and dif- 
efyd by the noyfe of the couent when they went 
oute of the chirche after matens And left y fhulde 
haue ben reprouyd of prefumpcion / yef y had taride 
there al night y wente with oure bretheren home to 
oure bedde And whenne y went out of the chaptur 
hows y mette with brother marten And that night 
bode y waking in grete lightneffe of fowle / tyl matens 
of the next nyghte Thanne the next night after when 
y was at matens aboute the begynnyng of the thirde 
nocturne y was callid fro the awter where as y was 
praying with a fowne made lyke as a man hadde 
fmytte the flony pament wyth his fote and fo went in 
to the chaptur howfe. Alfoo hyt was the fame owre / 
in the whiche the lafle nyghte. at the lafle tyme we 
went thedyr for the fame caufe. And alle other thynges 
lyke as y haue told yow befylle me. Thys onely y 
canne not remembre in any wife \\oyjs 7 came at the 
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lafle tyme fro the chapel that y was inne to the chap- 
tur hows. For withowte a flaffe y myght not goe 
thedyr : and abowte the facrarye of the fame auter y 
knowe wele y left my felfe And howe y pafle ouer the 
waye that lyth betwene the chaptur hows, and the 
place that y was in. and alfo the lettynges of grids 
and other obflaclis iiii or v y can not remembre For 
when y was cumme to my felfe ageyne. thoes thinges 
the whiche y had experiens of bodely about the awter 
and the crofle. ware fo freflh in my mynde that I wende 
y had be founde rather there than in the chaptur howfe 
And this he tolde of tho thingis aboue reherfid. 

#T How as touching tho perfons of whom he was 
brought in to the chaptur hous and to whome he 
teyd\h]iscon/ite0r the whiche prayde for him afToylyd 
him and gaue him alfo difciplynys in the liknes of his 
own bretheren and he knew no nothir wife that time 
but they had be his bretheren. they were douteles 
holy angellys that fo apperyd and dyd to him by the 
wille of god And as towching that worfhipfull olde 
fadyr whois face was like an angel and hys clothing 
whittir than the fiiowe. that toke hym by the hand 
when he lay proflrate in the chaptur hous and feyde 
to him folow thow me : was the holy and bleflid 
bifhoppe fente Nicholas whome fpecially he louid and 
worfhipte dayly as hit fhalle be aftirward more opyn- 
nor declarid And nowe after this adigreffion go we 
ageyne to the narracion. 



C 3£otoe tin's monfte toas rapte attJ foloufle f)t* 
kDer Bent Nicf)oIa^ ©a xiiif 

Ladly than feide this monke wente y with 
that worfhipfull olde fader the whiche by 
commandement of moth and leding of 
hande had take me vp to be a felow with 
him of his wey. and a\ \ta^ -<nYS& ^oafc. ^ 
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lay deftitute of my bodily wittis. we went bothe to 
geder hande in hande Sothly this was fro mydnight of 
fherethurfday the whiche endith in the mornyng of 
good fredaye in whiche time y was rauyfhte in fpirite 
as y laye in the chaptur hows tyl the euetyde of fatur- 
day foloyng. in the whiche euetyde as ye fawe y was 
put oute fro that fecrete refle and fpiritualle fightis 
that y had before to thys opyn and worldly conuer- 
facion. 



C f&oto *tnt fifcfjolaB brought tf)te monfte to 
fyt first plat* of ptgnt*. C ©a xt> 

[Henne went we yeflewarde by a pleyn weye 
in a right path til we came to a certen 
regyon. that was ful wyde and brode and 
ouer horabulle and gaflfull in fight, fowle 
and myry of thicke cley Trewly there we 
fawe an infenyte nombre of men and wemen that no 
man might nombre putforth to the gretnes of dyuers 
and inenarrabulle peynes There was a company in- 
numerabulle of men and women of euery condicion of 
euery profeffion and of euery ordyr There were the 
doers of al fynnys ordente to dyuers kyndes of peynes 
after the diuerfite of fynnes and qualite of perfons I 
herde and fawe bi the opyn and brode fpace of that 
filde whois endys no ye might fee. the wrechid 
companyes of men and women ouer wrechidful 
bounden to gedyr flockemel. in ther equalyte of fynnys 
and in likeneffe of profeffion equaly to foffyr and like 
wife to crye in here grete and greuys peynes And who 
fum euer y fawe there to be made redy in that peyne- 
full place to heuyn warde opynly y knewe and vndyr- 
flode. for what fynnes they were ponyflit and die 
kynde of the fynne and the mefure and qualite of 
ther fatiffaccion. the whiche they deferuyd owther by 
contridon and co[n]feffion of her offenfis. or by the 
remediis and helpinges of othir benefetis done for hem 
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Trewly al tho that y fawe put there fum what y knewe 

hem confortyd for the hope of euerlafling bliffe the 

which they hopid fum tyme to cum to And fome y 

fawe paciently fofyrre right grete peynes and for the 

gode werkys the which e they had done of ther con- 

fciens. that was referuyd and putte vppe in mede for 

them and alfo for the grete trull that they had to haue 

euerlafling bliffe euermore countid lygh[t]ly in her fowle 

the horrabulle peynes that they bare Treuly they 

wepte and forowde and cryed oute / for grefe of peinys 

and amonge this as they went forth farthir euermore 

her peynys were leflid and to hem more efyur Alfo y 

behilde mony of them that fodenly fcapyd out of the 

place that they were torment in and fander haflid hem 

felfe thanne other, to go the weye that was before hem. 

But anone fro benethe lyke as the grownde hadde be 

broken, ther brake vppe a flame of fier that inuoluyd 

hem and the deuyls yat mette with hem. fore bete 

hem with fcorgis and forkis and other dyuers kyndes 

of tormentyng. and foo ageyne retourned apon hem 

alle her wodeneffe. Neuertheles they beyng fo betyn 

and brokyn and inwardly brent yet they fcapyd ageyne 

and in lyke condicion as hit is feyd afore, the ferther 

they went / the leffur wes ther peynys and the yefyur 

Sothely in this paffage fome did gretely profet. fome 

but lytyl and fome al mofle neuer a dele. To fome 

ther goyng was no profetyng but a myferabulle fay ling / 

for they went fro ml cruel peynes to wers And eche of 

them aftyr ther olde merytys and deferuynges. owthir 

were holpe in her weye or lettyd or els releuyd and 

that was by the prefent benefetys done and fhewyd 

for hem of their frendys in this world. Sothely thoes 

thynges the whiche y confeyued in mynde. or was en- 

fourmed and taught by comyning and fpekyng with 

fome of them there, anone aftyr y wille opynly fhewe 

hem as hit is benethe in this prefent wryting declared. 
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C ©f tf)e grete Bftterftftttft of ptsnos* C ©a abf 

Nfynyte kyndes and diuerfytees of peynys 
where there that y fawe Some of hem 
were roflyd at the fyre Some were fryed 
in a panne / Some were alfo rafyd with 
fyry naylys vnto the bonys and to the 
lowfing of her ioyntys Some were foden in bathis of 
pyche and brymflonne with an horabul flenche and 
other thingis melted by heete as ledde braffe and other 
dyuers metellys And fome were gnawyn with the 
venummys teth of wondyrfull wormys. Some alfo were 
cafle done thicke on arowe and fmyt throw with ftiarpe 
flakys and palys who ys endys were alle fyrye And 
whyle fome were hangyn on galows. odyr were alto 
drawyn wyth hokys and fome were betyn fore wyth 
fcurgys. and fo in hard example they were al to toryn. 
Trewly of tho perfons mony were biflhoppis and ab- 
botys and other were of other dignitees. Sothely fome 
flowryd in profperite in the fpyrytualte. Some in the 
temporalte and fome in relygyon: the whiche were 
feyn poniftit in dowbulle forowe aboue other perfons. 
For y fawe them that were clerkys / Monkys / Noonys / 
laymen and lay wemen fo mekyl leffe ordende and 
put to peynys howe mekyl the leffe they had before of 
worldely dygnyte and profperyte. In trowthe y fawe 
hem greuydin a more fpecyal bittirneffe of peynys 
aboue other* the whyche y knewe in my tyme were 
Iugys and Prelatys of other. And by caufe hyt ys 
ouer longe to telle fmglerly of euery perfone: what 
they foffryd and wherfore they foffryd. fome thynges y 
wylle gedur to gedur. of fome certeyn perfons what 
they fofryd afore ther dethe and after ther dethe. For 
that was opyn to me of euery perfon Neuertheleffe 
there ys no mannys tonge that may fuffycyently telle 
the lyghtyft peynys of that place nethyr by eflymacyon 
conceue hym in mynde. Alfo the dyuerfyte and mul- 
typlycyte of peynys. to the whiche they be cade vndyr / 
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euer amonge fro one to a nother veryly y knowlege no 
man may noumbre. I take god to wytneffe. that and 
there were any man. the whiche had done to me : or 
to my frendys alle the hurtys and iniuriis. that may be 
done of any man in thys lyfe or ellys he had flayne 
vs y fey and y had fo grete an enmy put into peynys 
that y fawe there to be torment long tyme a thoufand 
tymes and hit were pofTybylle y wolde fofyr temporal 
dethe for hys delyuerans. For alle thing ther ben fo 
peynfull of forowe and anguyffhe byttyrnes and 
wrechydnes that they excede mefure and mode, let vs 
nowe that be it in this worlde alyue fee and confidere 
by this how gretely we ought to geue vs in chayflyng 
oure wekyd condycyons and to amende oure leuyng 
and alfo how mekyl we fchulde labur to exercyfe vs to 
kepe the commawndementys' of god and to do good 
werkys by the whyche and the mercy of god we may 
deferue to be delyuerd afore of fo grete euyllys. And 
alfo that owre dere frendys as fadyr and moder fyftyr 
and broder and othyr that were fum tyme owre louers 
ther fore ponyfht for her offencys myght be delyuerd 
the foner fro thens by good dedys and werkys of mercy 
and pety deuowtly done of vs for ther redempcion and 
helpyng And afore yere y make any fpecial mencion 
by wrytyng of the fore peynys and tormentys of fum 
perfons that y fownde and knew ther and they alfo 
knew me y wyl fchortly wryte yn here the placys of 
peynys that y behelde as y went abowte wyth heuy 
companion aftyr we were pafte the fyrfl peynful place 
and region Sothly to owre femyng the lengthe of thys 
fyrfte place afore feyde was on goyngable. but we that 
ys to feye my leder and y went on to the fyde ageynfle 
hyt as we dyd othyr peynful cooflys of tormentys but 
amonge them we came not how be hyt as hyt femyd 
to me we myghte hatie done wythowt any fere or hurte 
or harme. 
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C ©f tfie aecunta pUtt of purgatory C ©a xbtf 

[Herfore after that we were pafle the firfle 
place of purgatorye we came to the feconde 
place of purgatorye and tormentys in the 
whyche was an hye hylle vppe al moofle 
to the clowdys and was deuyded fro the 
forfeyde fyrfle place of purgatorye. And thenne 
lyghtely and fwyftely we wente on thys lame hye hylle. 
And there was vndyr the farthyr fyde of thys hylle a 
full depe valeye and a derke. fet with bocis and 
brackys on euery fyde hangyng owte who yslenthe 
no man myght fee. And in the lower parte of the 
feyde valeye was a full brode ponde of horrabull blake 
watyr. And owte of that fame rbwle ponde byfyly brake 
a myfle of an indycybylle ftenche. Trewely the toon 
fyde of that fame hye hylle whyche hangyd toward 
the ponde cafle oute fro hym an horrabulle brennyng 
fyre vppe on to the heuyn. And alfoo on tothyr fyde 
of the forfeyde hye hylle was fo grete andjneflymable 
coolde that ys to feye of fnowe and Hayle wyth many 
other cruell flormys that me thowghte and femyd that 
y fawe no thyng fo peynefull and cruel as yat colde 
was The lenthe of that valey afore feyde and bothe the 
fydys of the hylle the whiche had in hem that hora- 
bulle fyre and coold was fo full of fowlys. as hyues 
fwarmyn ful of bees To the whyche fowlys thys was a 
comynne and a generalle tormente that nowe they 
were drownd in the forfeyde ponde and fro thens 
takyn vppe and cafle in to fiere. and fo at the lafle 
they ware bore vppe an hy by the grete vyolente 
flamys of fier as fparclys byn of a brennyng fornece. 
and fo lette down on the tother fyde of the hylle to 
the horrabulle coolde of fnowe hayle and fharpeneffe 
of flormys and afterward cafle downe hedlonge in to 
the greuys flenche of the ponde aboue feyde and 
ageyne takyn vp and cafle in to the brennyng fier. 
And fome of hem were lengur ponyfht in fier thenne 
other and. fome in coolde And tome -wax^ taryde 
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lengur in the greuys flenche of the ponde. than other. 
And fome y fawe ware bounde and compreflid in the 
myddys of flamys of fier that meruelous hit is to 
fpeke. and as grapys be compreffyd in a preffure. 
Trewely the condicion of al that ware there torment 
and peynde in that fecunde place was this. Alle the 
fpace of the ponde aboue feyde. they were compellyd 
to goe throwe. fro the begynning to the endyng. for 
to fulfylle her purgacion. Neuertheleffe ful grete and 
tnonyfold was the diflinccyon and dyuerfyte of her 
peynys and tormentys. For fome had lighter ponyfh- 
ment than fome. and fome was grauntyd a more fwyfter 
paffage thens. then to fome other and that was for the 
qualite of her merytys and deferuingys afore done and 
alfo for the quantitie of fuffragys and helpys done of 
her frendys for hem after her dethe. And they that 
were of grettur ofFenfys and fynnis and feldyn or 
flowly holpyn longe tyme and fore were holdyn in 
peynys. And fothely the more nere they al came to 
the ende of the place the more yefyor and foftyr 
waxed their peynys. The mofle cruell peynys were in 
the begynnyng howe be hit as y feyde afore not al 
equaly Sothely the peynys and tormentys of thys feconde 
place were mekyl more harder and fcharper than the 
peynys and tormentys that we fawe in the fyrfle place, 
wherfore hyt was fo that mony that ware yn the fecunde 
place ware forer ponyfht than they that ware yn the 
fyrft place. Here trewly fownde y and knew mony 
mo fome tyme of myne acquentans than y dyd yn the 
firfl place. Not wythflondyng yn bothe the placys y 
fpake with fome. The mefure of ther flatur apperyd 
not fufficiently as y knew hem before yn thys worlde. 
For the flature and forme of fome of them was as 
hyt had be leffyd or thynnyde by tormentys. And 
fome had lefte no thyng of their quantite. Neuertheles 
thys dyuerfiteys of her fhappys yn no thyng lettyd my 
knowlege. For ther knowlege was to me fo prompte 
fo redy and fo opyn as hyt was that tyme when they 
leuyd wyth vs yn thys worlde. 
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C fjoto gent margaret ttefottcreH a aotole of a 
sgnfu! tooman fro tf)e Dett£fe. C ©a tfmf 

fEre nowe hit lykyth me to telle a certen 
fayre dede and werke of grete pete and 
mercye the whiche that tyme was to me 
a beholdyng of heuynes and alfo of con- 
folacion the whyche may be to alle the 
worlde a nobylle document and techyng why the peple 
fchulde haue god and hys holy feyntys bothe of men 
and wemen in worfchuppe and in reuerence. Truly 
whyle y behylde meruelyng thoo thyngys aboue feyde 
and mony other And hylde long talkyng there wyth 
hem that y knewe before y harde a ferre a grete noyfe 
and a crye as hit had be theuys that had takyn a pray 
or elfe as they had ouer cum their ennemy with fowle 
mockys and fcornys. and loe after that noyfe and creye 
folowde a curfyd companye of wyckyd fpyrytys and a 
myghty ledyng with hem anone as they hopyde to 
helle a foule of a woman late departyd fro her body. 
O good god what peynys and tormentys tho cruell 
enmyes leyde apon her. And the more they knewe her 
withoute helpe the more wodder were they on her. 
what man heryng euer wolde beleue to any creature 
tellyng how tho wekyd fpyrytys and tyrandys of the 
deuylle caflyd that foule amonge hem. as a tenyfe 
balle wyth fyrye inflrumentys now fro on to another. 
But hoo may in any wyfe telle or fchewe to any man 
beleuyng howe her mawe and inwarde bowellys were 
fmytte thorowe wyth the fyrye dartys of tho cruell 
tormentours. And as god ys my wytnes y behylde 
and fawe her fofyrre fo grete and horrabulle peynys 
and tormentys verely as they leyde hem on her cruelly 
Nowther thefe thyngys ware vnto my fyghte as natur- 
aly a man feyth with bodely yes that ys to faye the 
vtwarde peynys that a man fofryth yn bodye. but alfo 
what they felte ynwardly good or euylle and with what 
heuyneffe or wyth what gladnes ttey were fmytte 
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wythinforthe in her fowllys alle was to me that tyme 
playne and opyn So therfore thys vnhappy fowle what 
for the prefente forowe or dolour that fche fofryd and 
hadde and the fere of euerlaftyng dampnacyon. was in 
grete anguys and forowe of peynys and tormentys. 
For there was no hope that confortyd her to fcape 
defolate and deflytute of alle helpe and focoure O 
byttyrneffe of alle bytterneffe moofle byttyrfle whome 
no trufle or helpe releuyth or helpyth and defperacyon 
of the ende encrefythe. The daye before ftie lefte her 
mortalle body in the whyche fche leuyd flrompetly 
and vycyufly and nowe fche ys keuerd wyth the veflure 
of fchame and vellonye. And wyth yn fche ys byttyn 
wyth the confcyens of fchameful dedys done wyckyd- 
lye and wythoutforth fche ys mouyd wyth mockyng 
and fcornyng of deuelys heuely. Sothely fche felte 
thanne in her fulfylled the wordys of the holy man lob 
feying thys wyfe of fuche perfons. Ducuni in bonis 
dies juos et in puncto ad inferna defcendunt. That 
ys to feye they lede her days in goodys after their 
plefure and in the twynkeling of an ye they falle done 
to helle Therfore while thys onhappy fowle by the 
vyctoryfe pompys of her enmyes was goyng to be 
broughte into helle for the fynne and onleful luflys 
of her body. Loe fondenly anon came done an hye 
fro heuyn a gret lyght by the whyche bryghtnes and 
bemys. the forfeyde wykyd fpiritys and minyflrys of 
the deuyl. ware dullyd and made onmyghty and fyl 
done to the gronde wyth the fowle that they had 
Sothly than yn the fame lyght came done a multitude 
of virgenys fchynyng yn clothys. whyte as the fnow 
and fette abowte wyth golde and precius ftonys. the 
grace and ioy that was yn the beholdyng of her facys 
and chere y make no menfion of for hyt was fo gret 
and yneflymable that y can not remembre myfelfe 
that faw hyt. how y myght wordly fpeke of hyt. 
Amonge the whyche on that was moofle feyryfle wele 
y knewe and feche was the bleffyd virgynne and martir 
lent margaret And anon as the ioiteA fotfva, Saw \«x 
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the whiche was more thrall for her fynnys than of the 
deuyllys beganne myferably to crye and feyde. O 
bleffyd and precius fpowfe of cryfte haue mercy on me 
and helpe me that for myn nowne propyr fynnys am 
yn defperacyon and ryghtfully put to peynys and tor- 
mente. I knowlege and verely knowlege that yn al 
my lyfe y dyfpyfyd the commawndementys of god and 
gaue my body to al onclene leuyng. And nothyr 
god. ne any of hys fentys of men or wemen that y 
louyd affectualy or dyd any worfhippe to hem yn 
dede. The only of the nowmbre of the holy fentis 
yn heuin euer more hertely y haue louyd and euery 
faturday of myn own goodys afore thine auter y offerde 
vppe candelys And the cuflome of my fowle leuyng 
now late, beyng hoolle of my myhde and body for thy 
loue and worfhippe vtwardly y lefte I beleuyd alfo 
that by the remedy of confeffion al my fynnys hade be 
weftite awey. But alas for forowe my confeflion was 
not fufficient to wefhte and do awey fo gret and fo 
mony fowle fynnys and olde by caufe y lackyd before 
the feruor of contricion and dyd not for my fynnys 
euynworthy penans. Therfor my fynnys cleuyn faft 
to me not yet forgeuyn the whiche .y flowthyd too 
wype awey by goo[d] werkys. Loe ther fore my lady 
and my fwetnes and conforte fchalle my yyflys of de- 
uocyons peryfhe the whyche y haue done feytfully to 
the and fchalle y thys peryfhe nowe alfo not only to 
my felfe but alfo to the to whome only y haue fludyd 
befely and thowght not for to peryfhe and now y 
peryfhe to my felfe and to al thyngys Thefe thyngys 
and many othyr yn thys wyfe fche feyde wyth fore and 
, byttur wepyng and crying more than a man may be- 
leue. For y take god to recorde and to my wytnes 
that y faw the terys breke owte of her yes as they hade 
be hayle flonys. And thys whyle fche forowde the 
glorius virgyn and martyr fent margaret turnyd her to 
to her felows virgyns that were there wyth her and 
feyde O fche feyde ye mofle fwete fyflers ye fee now 
the perelle of thys woman fum tyme my feiuaxv*. axvd 
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ye knew afl]fo the ynportune malice of the deuyls 

the whyche pretendyn by mony weys of refon to haue 

her to hem. And therfore let vs now do that thyng 

the whiche only ys lefte of remedy and helpe for her. 

Pray we now to the euerlaflyng iuge and meke re- 

demer that he the whyche al thing may doo wille wyth 

faue as he knowyth befle. of hys goodnes. and at owre 

defyre fum what to helpe thys wrechyd fowle. fum 

tyme redemyd by hys precius blode fro the cruelle 

power and venummys tethe. of thefe wekyd fpiritys. 

And whan thys bleffyd virgyn and martyr fent mar- 

garet had feide thefe wordys anone whytowtyn and 

taryng. al thoo virgyns bowde downe to the grownd on 

her kneys and lyftyd vppe her handys prayng for that 

fynful woman to her ynmortalle fpowfe. owre bleffyd 

lorde and fauyur ihefu cryft. And anon as they had 

of god ther peticion grantyd they rofe vppe togedyr 

fro preyer Than anone thys bleffyd virgyn feynt mar- 

garet wyth flabylle contynawnfe of face and fowle gafl- 

fiille and thretyng the wekyd fpiritys came nere and 

made of her fleue a maner of a fchorge and lyfte hyt vppe 

as fche wolde haue fmitte hem Then they anon as hyt 

had be flyes yn a whyrle wynde fleyd away hethur and 

thedur leuyng alone her bownde fowle. and fodenly 

yat yri the farthir fyde apperyd a dyke ful of boylyng 

watyr vppe to the brymmys Therfore yn thys dyke y 

fawe her put yn And then feyde to her that bleffyd and 

mercyfulle helper fent margaret Here now thow mufle 

fulfylle; they penanfe the whiche thow fchuldyfl haue 

done before yn they lyfe. and by my prayur thow fchalt 

haue mekylle helpe and releuyng of thy peynys. and 

aftyrwarde when thy fynnys be fully purgyd and 

clenfyd by me thow fchalt be admytted to referue 

euerlaflyng ioye and bliffe Treuly hit can not be feyde 

howe ioifully this fynful woman toke tho wordys feyde 

to her in the whiche fche knewe an ende of her due 

penanfe and afterward myght fele the goodnes and 

mercy of god So than thys vyctoryofe dede done yat 

glorious fight of vyrgynys afcendyl \\^fc to V^yeu 
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fEre now folowyth alfo another like myracle 
of fill grete mercy and pety of the excel- 
lent might and poure of the bleffyd by- 
ftiope fent nycholas Therfore now y wille 
telle a nobyl dede and werke late done 
in a certen feruant of his the whiche not longe a go 
welle y knewe and famylyarly louyd for fome gode 
thingys yat was feyne of him the whiche therfore the 
more gladlyur y wiltelle. for this man that y nowe 
fpeke of the whiche by his occupacion was a goldfmith 
told and declaryd to me firfl the merite and the name 
of my leder with whome y went hande in hande. and 
thaugh y befeyn here now fum what to breke out for 
the order of the narracion be caufe y feyde before that 
ere y made any mencyon of the tormentis and peynys 
of any perfons fpecially Firfl y wulde fhortly telle of 
the peynful placys that were fchewyd to me But let 
that be takyn of tho perfons the whiche afterward y 
wille opinly declare to the profet of hem yat lyfle to 
here or rede this reuelacion. Therfor as y fuppofe ye 
remembre how a certen perfon a goldfmith and a 
cytfon of this place was haflly preuent of dethe and 
fodenly dyed. Of whom alfo hyt was opynly noyfyd 
that hyt fo befylle hym for ouer mekylle drynkyng 
wyne. And therfore how myght a man fey to whome 
thys man fchulde be fortyd but amonge them that fent 
iphan the apoflylle fpecially fpekyth yn hys pyflylle. 
Eft peccatum ad mortem, non pro itto dico vt oret 
quis. That ys to fey. Ther ys fynne contynewde vn 
to dethe y fey no man pray for hym that contynewyth 
hys fynne to hys dethe who fo abfolute may be feyde 
that contynewyth hys fynne to hys dethe. as he that 
contynewyth yn dedly fynne and fo lefyth lyfe and 
takyth dethe. Sothly thys man bode not only yn 
the fynne o/dronkynnes to hys deAhsbvitaKo he fylle 
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yn to dethe doyng that fame fynne the whiche ys the 
feede and caufe of al euylle. And as a certen wyfe 
man feith dronkinnes excufith no vife Therfore thys 
man whoys fine and pelle we fpeke of now yat hyt 
fchulde be feryd and dredde yn hys wolde days was 
ouer prone and redy to dronkenes for the lafl thre days 
yat euer he law in thys worlde he continewyde dayly 
almofle yn the fame fynne And yf y had know for 
certen a day before yat he had dyed of feche a caufe 
as hit ys aforefeyde what fchulde y thynke or fele of hym 
more worthior than not for to pray for him. lefte [lefle?] 
my prayur before the ryghtwes iuge fchulde be voide 
and no thing helpyng hym Neuertheles y vfyd to 
pray for hym thawghe yt ware flowly. not verely cer- 
tifide of fo foroful a fame and happe Sothely hyt was 
fo. by the prouifion of god that thys goldefmyth was 
in the fecunde place of peynys. and alfo y fawe and 
behylde hym by me. whome anone y knewe and 
gretely meruelde. feyng hym afore mony other that 
y behylde. in goode hope and lyghtly fofryng hys 
peynys. Trewly thanne my leder lokyd on me howe 
flidfaflly y behylde hym and aikyd me and y knew 
hym And y feyde ful wele. Than he feyde. and yow 
knowe hym. fpeke to hym Sothly then this gold- 
fmyth lokid on vs bothe : and knowing vs wyth an 
enarrabulle geftur and behauing of gladnes ioyde to 
my leder and with bothe his handys fpred opyn ofte 
bowde done al hys body worfhippyng and greting hym 
with innumerable thankys for hys benefetys and good- 
nes fhewyd to hym And the mene whyle y falute hym. 
and he ioyfully falute me ageyne. Than y enqueryd 
of hym how hit was. that fo fone he was pafle the 
horable peynys. the whiche y knewe by his fighte he 
had fofryd Then he anfwarde this 
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[Y dere frynde he feyde. al ye to gedur in 
the worlde haue me as lode and dampde. 
not knowyng the goodnes and mercy here 
of my prefent lorde fente Nicholas, the 
whiche had not fofrid me an onhappy and 
an onprofetable feruaunt of his to be dampde and lofle 
euerlaftyngly. Than feyde y to hym. Trewly as thou 
feyfle. alle we that ware thy frendys forowde that thou 
didefl fo fodenly and gretly abaftiyd ynwardly fuppofyng 
verely that thow hadyfle be dampde. and by caufe alfo 
thow hadyfle no helpe ne remedy by fore they dethe 
of the holy facramentys of the chyrche. Sothly by 
caufe y fynde the othyr wyfe than we wende y am 
glade and fayne y wolde here how and yn what wyfe 
thow deydyft fo and fcapydyfle eternal damnapcion 
Thanne he feyde. Gladly what fum euer thow defyre 
y wylle the telle. 
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E knew wele how y dyfpofyd me yn my 
leuynge whan y was yn the worlde as thoo 
thingys that were opyn to mannys fyghte. 
Alfo y contynwyde yn the fowle fynne of 
dronkynnes. vn to my lad ende. of an 
euyl cuflome. Neuertheles hyt was not my wylle. 
For gretly hyt dyfplefyd me and mekyl y forowyde 
that y kowde not leue that vyfe. Sothly oftyn tymes 
y rofe ageynfl my felfe fewurly purpofyng. to leue and 
cafle awey the fowle vyfe of dronkynnes that y was 
wholde yn. But anon what for the lufle of drynkyng 
and the importunyte of feleftvyppe that y dranke with 
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y was conflraynde to drynke aftyr the mefure of myne 
olde cuflome, wherby y was ouer cumme. and drawyn 
ageyne bonde yn to lufle and cuflome of the fame fmne. 
that was yn mine owne onmeferabulle taking and appe- 
tite Treuly amonge this by the mercy of god the whiche 
wylle that no man peryfh yn my mode blefTyd lorde 
fent Nycholas whome now ye folowe graciufly and pre- 
fently. and whoys parefhon alfo y was. feche deuocion 
y had to hym. that for any occafion y neuer lefte but 
what fum euer y myght do to his worfchippe y dyd 
hyt ful deuowtly And how mekyl euer y gaue me 
towarde euyn to dronkynnes y vfyd euer more to be 
at matens. for anon as they range y wulde be ther. 
and oftyn tymes afore the paryfti pryfte. Alfo y 
fownde contynwaly a lampe of myne owne code, yn 
fent Nycholas chapelle And thoo thyngys that were 
neceffarye to the ornamentys of alle the chyrche. as yn 
lyghtys or any othyr thyngys. y wolde dylygently orden 
therfore. as y had be hys famylyar feruante and 
mawncypylle And wher y had not fufficyent of myn 
owne goodys to do hyt y wolde moue othyr of the 
:>aryfh to helpe as hyt femyd nedefulle Sothly the yyftys 
gyftys?] that men or wemen gaue. y toke hem. and to 
3e hon [our] able vfus. ml treuly y fpende hem. Alfo twy es 
yn the yere that ys at criflynmas and at eflyr wolde 
clene confeffe me of al my fynnys as wele as y bowde 
to owre paryfh pryfte. takyng penanfe for hem and yn 
parte y dyd fulfille hem diligently Treuly y dyd not 
obferue and kepe tho thingys that y was commaundyd 
of my goflely fathyr. for oftyn tymes y lefte fum thyngys 
that y fchulde haue doo and thoo thingys that y 
fchulde haue beware of. And of the commawndement 
of my goflely fadyr y faflyd the dayes of aduent as 
y dyd the lent fefyne. To the whyche dayes of ad- 
uent. y addyd of myne owne fre wylle. as mony dayes 
afore aduente as wold make vppe the noumbre of the 
dayes of lente And fo on cryflenmas daye y wold 
be hofylde and refceyue the holy facrament of Qwte. 
lordys precious body and blode. "Bat, ^taS&tat feia«^ 
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when that y ftxuld haue be / that holy dayes of owre 
lordys byrthe. more holyur and deuowtur in my lyuyng 
then other tymes. y turnyd me contrary vnto other 
werkys and befyneffes of a worldly cuflome. wherfore 
hyt happyd vnto me alfo in myne lafle ende that the 
wekyd angelle of that deuyl Sathanas. the whyche ys 
caufer and kendler of alle euyl fcornyd me. And alfo 
he hadde browghte plefaunte worde and tytyngys of my 
dampnacyon to hys father the deuyl. yeffe the mercye 
and goodnes of my lorde fente Nycholas had not wyth- 
flonde hym therfore euermore to hym be thankyngys 
of al his trew feruawntys. for my delyueraunce. for he 
had lowfyd and delyueryd me. And as ryghtwefly as 
y was to be dampde and cruelly to be ponyfhte as 
mekely and as mercyfully he hath norylhte and kept 
me : Sothely on cryflynmas daye after that y had re- 
fceyuyd the good lorde that y can not remembre 
withowte grete horror and heuynes. y was drawyn of 
an euyl cuflome as y feyd afore by ouermoche drynkyng 
the fame daye in to dronkynneffe ageyne to the grete 
iniuryeand rongeof feche a lorde whomeyhad refceyuyd 
a lytyll before in to my fowle And on the morow y 
wente to chyrche as y vfid to do fore waylyng the 
fowle vice the whiche y dyde the daye before purpofyng 
to be ware of hyt and to do no more / but hit was as 
voyde and vayne For by the occafion that y had of 
drinkyng and the deuylys fleryng me therto / y was 
deflitute and lofle the flabulnes of vertu and the 
mighty purpos of foburnes that y had conceuyd : and 
fo y fulfilde not my purpofe in dede. but fowle as y dyd 
yyflerdaye fo y dyd to daye and by delectacion of 
ouer mekyl drynkyng fyl downe agayne to dronkinnes. 
Sothely the next daye after folowyng the whiche ys the 
thirde daye after cryflynmas daye I lefte not myne olde 
cuflome of drinkyng. wherby y had lofle the vertu of 
foburnes and all my wyttys alfo. Thenne whenne hit 
was derke nyghte y went oute of the place where y 
dranke / and came home and wente to bed as y was 
clothyd and fchod and a lytyl y (tepte And anone y 
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woke and wold haue refyn and feyd as y had wente 
that then yt had ronge to matens But my wyfe told 
me nay and fo y layde my downe ageyne. Trewly 
thanne fyrft y toke a flepe and anone after y toke my 
dethe And howe y felte deth fodenly cumme apone 
me y wille telle yow. A certen deuyl that tempted 
and fleryd me to the vyce of dronkynnes thowghte to 
hym felfe that and y deyed in feche a perylle whytowte 
any contfadiccion he wolde me drawe to hell prefumyng 
alfo to haue thenne power on me to doo what fomme 
euer he wolde. for myne obedyens and confentyng in 
that vyce to hym But ageyne full mekyl he drede. 
lefle by the merytys of my patron fent Nicholas, y 
fchulde any tyme preuayle agenft him by amendement 
of my lyuyng : yf y lyued any lengur and fo by hys 
prefumptuous power cruelly me flrangulde. Trewly 
y felte him like an owle goo in to my mowthe 
the whiche oftyn tymes ful euylle y opynd to drynke 
and fo thorowe my throte flyly came downe to my harte. 
And anone y knewe that hit was the deuil. Notwith- 
flondyng y was yet myndfull of the mercijs of god and 
alfo of myne owne wrechydnes and with ftabulle purpofe 
vowyd in my mynde to god that y wold purely and 
holy confeffe me of alle my fynnys. and vtwardly for 
euer forfake the wyfe of dronkennes And to this y 
called as inwardly as y kowde. on fent Nicholas to be 
my borowe. Sothely to this auyfement onnethe was 
graunted me the fpace of a moment. Trewely thanne 
the wekyd fpiryte fate downe anone apon my herte. 
and clypte hyt wyth hys curfyd armys on euery fyde. 
Alfo he drew out of his mowthe an horrable voment of 
venyne and cafle hit al abrode and fo in the fpace of 
a twynbelyng of an ye he expellyd and cafle me 
oute of my bodye And anone after that y was 
hade forthe thorowe darke placys by the cruelle and 
incredible wodnes of wykyd fpirytys the whiche al to 
bete me difcerpte me flekyd me drewe me and al to 
brend me and caryed me with them y wot not wheder / 
but as they wolde to euerlaftmg toTK&T&j*. T W«x^ 
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anone ray mofle meke and dere aduocatour feynt 
Nicholas to whome y called with all myne herte at my 
lafle ende. and whome euer in my lyfe y haue worfchipte 
thawghe y were a fynner. came thanne and mightily 
toke and deliueryd me oute of her handys. and here 
hath fette me in this place of purgatorye for my pur- 
gacion. And howe be yt that y fofre here fore and 
harde peynys y cownte hit lightly whyle y haue no 
drede of the wekyd fpyrytys and alfo that her tyranny 
and importable cruelnes ys fefyd and gonejro me / 
And fothely after this for certeyn y am and trufle to 
haue refte and euerlaftyng ioye be my lorde fent 
Nicholas And nowe alfo and euermore / fen the tyme 
that y was put here to this peynys by the whiche 
whenne y ame ouer fore greuyd and difefyd yet by hys 
meke and mofle meke and bleffyd vifitacyon. y am wel 
confortid and releuydageyne In my grade [crafte?] alfo 
by the whiche y gate to me and to myn owre leuyng in 
the world often tymes in my beginnyng y begylde and 
dyfceyued the pepulle for the fere of pouerte And 
now for that y am ful^bitturly ponyftite. and the todyr 
daye before mekyl more harder therffore y fofryd 
peynes Trewly often tyme y haue ben cade downe 
hed longe into a grete hepe of brennyning money 
amonge the whiche y brente ful intolerably. And tho 
fyrye penfys y was compellyd to deuoure with an opyn 
mowthe that y felte alle my bo welly s to brenne in me 
And hethir to often times y am compellyd to telle hem 
and of the towchyng of hem myne handys and fyngers 
ben fore peynde. Alfo by ouer grete brennyng and 
hete of third my inward bowels with herte throwte and 
chekys waxen wan a"nd befyly begynne to fayle Thefe 
and many other thinges y herde of hym as opynly as 
\iit might be told of any man leuyng yn hys bodye. 
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fVm thynge ther is the whiche he tolde me 
amonge otheisthat y wyl not hyde fro the 
reder here of. I fawe there innumerable 
pepulle that dyde fodenly in this world 
# the whiche were ponyfcht al mode owt of 
mefure And of many thys y knew that they the whiche 
were putte in delyberacyon and auyfement for to fynne 
And whenne they came to the dede doyng of what 
fomme euer fynne hyt was and eche one of theym 
feyde in hys mynde lo now y wylle doo and fulfille 
that the wyche y haue gretly defyred. he was takyn 
by the wille of god to the vtmefl peynys and poniffe- 
ment of dethe as thawgh he hadde herde of this texte 
in the gofpelle. Stulte en anima tua repetitur atejad 
quid cogitq/ii aduerfus deum imtno contra ipfum te 
nequiffima. That ys to faye. Fole lo they fowle ys 
takyn fro the. wherto hade thow thowghte agenfl god 
and alfoo agaynefl thy felfe full wekyd thynges. Ne- 
uertheleffe as we haue knowyn by hym felfe the whiche 
told thys. that whenne they were putte yn that byttyr 
fcharpeneffe of dethe coueytyng and purpofyng to cor- 
recte and amende her fautes yef they hadde any fpace 
of penaunce graunted vnto hem. and in her fwyfte and 
hafty departyng fekyd after the mercye of god and 
alfoo after the helpe of his holy feyntys. Therfore of 
the grete mercy of god her byttyr dethe was to hem a 
grete clenfyng of her fynnys. the whiche they fchuld 
haue fofryd afterward fully in placys of peynys and 
tormentys. Forthermore y enquyred and aflcyd of 
thys goldfmyth of whome y haue nowe told and feyde* 
many thingys yeffe hyt were poffyble by any thyng 
that the folke myght fchonne and efchewe foden dethe. 
Thenne he anfwarde and feyde in thys wyfe vnto me. 
O he feyde Sothely and yf y hadde knowyn whenne 
that y was in the world leuyag facta^ ^jx^i^ ^ 
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knowe nowe y wulde haue taughte and defende all 
the world fro that grete hurte and dammage. ho we the 
pepulle and folke myght be fewre and fafe fro the 
fallyng of foden dethe. Trewly and verily and the 
cryfiyn pepulle wolde wryte dayly on her forhedys and 
aboute the placys of her herte wyth her fyngur of [or?] in 
any other wyfe. thefe. ii. wordys that conteynyth the 
myflerye of the helthe and faluacyon of mankynde 

that ys to wytte and to faye C Ihefus nazarenus 
wythowtyn dowte the trewe pepulle of oure fauyur ihefu 
cryfte fchuld be harmeles and preferued fro fuche a 
grete peryll and hurte And alfoo they fchalle haue 
after her dethe the fame letters and wordys wretyn 
full opynly and clerely at her hertys and alfo in her 
forhedys in tokyn and in figne of grete worfchyppe. 
I knowe alfo that my meyny kepte me. ii. dayes on- 
beryde after my dethe. hopyng that y fchulde haue 
reuyuyd for the redneffe and hete the whyche was in 
my face and in my bodye the whyche douteles was of 
the feruent replecyon of wyne dronkyn before. For 
my departyng of this world was fo haflye and zwifte : 
that myne foule was gonne and pafle out of my bodye. 
yere my wyfe vnderflode or knewe hit or fende to 
calle for the pryfte. Thefe thyngys y knewe ful trewly 
there of this goldfmyth. 
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[Othely aftyr .xv. dayes feth y faw and herde 
thys the fone of the forfeyd goldefmyth a 
certen yonge man came to me with grete 
wepyng and tolde me that hys father had 
apperyd. iij. nyghtis to gedyr to hys 
moeder wakyngly as fche was yn her prayers at home 
yn her chambyr and bade her that fche fchulde fende 
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to me to knowe how hyt was fully with hym and of hys 
flate that thys knowyn. fche myght be the more con- 
fortyd and feythfullir and deuowter to helpe hym And 
alfo that (he by the fame tellyng may the bettyr be 
ware gyde to her felfe and her meyny to god ward : 
And the fame yonge man wytnefyd wyth grete fweryng 
that the thyrde nyghte of hys fatherrs apperyng he 
herde hys mother talkyng and fpekyng longe tyme 
with hym. and fomme tyme enquyryng and alfo fomme 
tyme anfweryng hym. and thenne afterward fche told 
vnto my hys wordys the whyche he hadde tolde and 
feyde vnto her. Trewely he feyde that he herde / no 
maner wordys of hym talkyng or fpekyng vnto her but 
pacyently taryde tyl they hadde done. Sothely hys 
mother told hym that fche hadde harde of her hufbond 
twyes before. And as fche knowleged and feyde fche 
feyde that he was full of Ire and wrathe and moche 
blamed her because that he was forgoten and putte 
owte of mynde fro her whyche was warnyd by hym 
felfe after hys dethe to doo a lytyll thyng for hym and 
that fche wulde not do fo moche for hym. but excufed 
her that for the on certente of vyfyons fche dyfTerde 
hyt lefle that hyt fculd haue bene fuppofyd that fche 
hadde be dyfceyued and begylde. And thenne he 
anfwerde and feyde Sende wythoutyn taryyng thedyr 
as y commaunde and telle and faye to hym howe often 
tymes for the fame thyng y haue apperyd to the and 
alfoo feye apone thefe tokynys. that the lad tyme the 
whiche he fawe me y was in grete peyne And amonge 
othyr thyngys that he herde of me y told hym how 
mekyl the holy confefTour feynt Nycholas hadde holpe 
me. Trewly he prayde me with grete inflaunce that 
I fchulde flere and alfo moue bothe hys wyfe and hys 
fone. and on hys behalfe commande hem that the 
feruyce and worfchyppe the whyche he was wonte to 
do in hys lyfe and they alfo by example to fent 
Nycholas. for no caufe nethyr for any occafyon fchulde 
be lefte but dayly more and more wyth amendement 
of her lyuyng dyJygently fchewe axA &o\vst ^s»oqw& 
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and feruys to hys patron and aduocatour fent Nycholas. 
Alfo this forefeyde man and goldfmyth of whome y 
haue nowe told and fpokyn as hyt ys feyde afore dyde 
aboute a xv monthys agone the whyche trewely by 
the merytys of the holy confeffour fent Nycholas hys 
patrone yn a fhorte tyme was fpede oute of mekyl 
forowe that onethe y myght fee any. that profette fo 
mekyl there as he dede in fo lytyl tyme. wherfore 
ful expedyente hyt ys to alle men whyle they leuyn in 
thys world deuoutely to feme the holy feyntys of god 
by the whyche they may haue in her grete nede the 
grace and mercye of almyghty god as hyt ys fchewyd 
and prouyd often tymes. 



C ©f W)e fl)grD plate of ti)t pegngs attB torment?* 
tt)at 6en in tfje purgatorge, # CCa xxiiii 

fVt nowe let vs fchewe as we maye thoes 
thynges that remaynyn of the thyrde place 
the whyche we fawe and behylde. For 
aboue alle thyng that may be conceyued 
of any mannys mynde. hyt excedeth of 
cruelnes and dedly tormenting For veryly y knouleche 
as for the quantyte of euyl yat ys there no man may 
fufFyfe to expreffe or telle the left peynys of that place. 
The grete horrabulnes of yat place fo mekylle. the 
feurer y myght fee and beholde that y knewe hym. to 
bewyth me. and was alfo my gyde and leder at that fame 
tyme the holy byffchop and confeffour fente Nycholas 
whome y haue euer fpecyally worfchipped and loued. 
Trewely the more famylyare that y hadde hym in wor- 
ftryp the more furer was y made of hys felyffchippe 
and companye. to fee and beholde the horrabulle 
peynys and tormentys. the whiche nowe beyng abfent 
can not remembur with6ute grete horrour and gaflful- 
neffe of mynde but y was made of euery fyde ful 
ilabulle and fure. for the felyffhyppe and knowleche 
the whyche y hadde of my gyde and tedet Xte holy 
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confeflbur fent Nycholas. Therfore leuyng the forfeide 
fecunde place, that we were at. as hit ys aboue reherfyd 
we came to a ful grete fylde. and as hyt iemyd hyt 
was fette yn a lowe grownde fequeflrate and departyd 
from al othir that no maner perfone myght dedyr come, 
excepte tho that were there ponyfchte or fchuld be 
ponyfchte Trewly the ouer part of that fylde was 
keueryde wyth a ful horrable clowde. yn the whyche 
was myxte and medylde to gedir a fume of brymftone 
wyth a myfle a gret flenche and a flame black as 
pycche was medylde wyth hem the whyche brake 
owte on euery fyde lyke hyllys and fo fpredyd 
all abrode. And the playnnes of that place was fo 
repletyd and fulfylde withe wormys as flowrys be 
wonte to be flrawyn with ruffhys. And they were 
aboue alle eilymacyon horrabulle wundyrfull and vn- 
fhappely the whyche wyth a gaflfull opyn mouth 
brethyd oute curfyd fyre at her nofys. And with an 
onfpekable deuowryng al to tore the wrechyd com- 
panyfe of folke that ther were, the whyche ryght nowe 
fo waftyd and confumydde. deuylys ranne ouer all 
lyke as madde men and were alfo full cruell and wodde 
apone tho wrechys. Trewely thanne the deuylys 
ponyfhte hem wyth fyry inflrumentys fynglerly by 
euery membre of her bodye : and thanne afterward 
they rafyd and al to teryd their flefhe vtwardly vnto 
the bonys. and thenne after thys whenne they hadde 
fo done they cafle them into the fyre and there they 
were made lyquyd as hyt were metalle. and alfo toke 
hem oute ageyne as brennyng fyre. Lytyl yt ys y take 
god to recorde. and as no thyng what fomme euer y 
be aboute to telle of the peynys and tormentys of that 
place. For in a ful fchorte fpace of tyme by alle maner 
dyuerfytees of an hondyrdfolde peynys and tormentys 
or more y behylde and fawe howe they were confumed 
and walled to nought and thenne anone refloryd 
ageyne And ageyne almofle they were with peynys 
broughte to nought and anone made hole ageyne the 
whiche in that fame place the lofte Yjfe <& V^kv ^*s» 
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compellyd to fofre. And of thefe alteracyons of tymes 
in the whyche by grete peynys and tormentys they 
were brought to nought anone reftoryd ageyne ther 
was non ende no marke ne terme. Alfo the hete and 
brennyng of that fyre was fo feruent and deuouring 
that what fum euer hyt brent hyt wulde be lyke as a 
thyng that ware al mofle confumyd or waftyd. And 
thenne the wormys that were there warded and brokyn 
and made fmalle vnto pecys and then they were 
gedyrd on grete hepys to gedyr and leyde vnther the 
vnhappy fynful wrechys that were there, wherfore they 
fo fulfylled alle thyng with fo grete ftenche that hyt 
excedyd alle the tormentys and peynis before feyd. 
And yet remayneth one thyng the wyche they 
that were in that place were compellyd to fofre the 
whiche ys more hatfull peynful and fchameful than 
any thyng aboue feyde. 



C ®f tfie bnclene antr fottle bgce att8 astute of 
aoBemsts** 3 Ca xxb 

[Othely alle thoo that were there ponyflht 
and peynde were in thys worlde whyle 
they leuyd doers of that foule fynne the 
whiche oughte not [to] be namyd not only of 
a cryftyn man but alfo of none hethyn 
man. Certen grete monflurs that ys to feye grete 
beftys onnaturally fchapyne fchewyd hem felfe in a 
fyrye lykeneffe horrabulle and gaflfulle to fight and 
oftyn tymes vyolently came apone hem and alfo in a 
fowle damnable abufion compellyd hem to medylle 
with hem. howe be hyt that they refufyd and wulde 
hyt not. I abhorre and ame auchamed to fpeke of the 
fowlneiTe and vnclenes of that fame fynne. Thanne 
betwene her peynfull and curfyd clepynges they roryd 
and yellyd and cryed owte and afterward they fylle 
done to gedyr lyke as yf they hadde ben gonne and 
ded and anon takyn vppe ageyne and fo forth putte 
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vnto newe peynys. Trewely y remembryd not wele at 
that fame tyme the feyyng of the holy poftle fent 
powelle in hys pyllylle of feche perfons. where he con- 
dempnyth the foule vyce and fynne agaynefl nature 
bothe of men and wemen. And yeffe y hadde fene 
and confyderyd the caufe namely nowe in tyme of 
cryftendame. cowde not in any wyfe haue beleuyd that 
fuche a foule fynne and vyfe myght haue be prefumed 
and done fpecyally of wemen. the whyche naturelly 
fchuld be more fchamfull thenne other. I neuyr herde 
before nether hadde any fufpycyon hethirto that the 
kynde of wemen hadde be deprauyd and defoyled by 
fuche a foule fynne. And alas for forowe. for ther 
was founde a company of fuche fo innumerabulle as 
they were myferable. Many of tho perfonys that were 
there in that place y knewe not nethyr wele behylde 
hem by caufe that the qualyte of her foule fynne. and the 
grete ftenche and tormentys that was there fmytte me 
wyth full grete horrour and tedufnes. Full greuys hyt 
was vnto me and more thanne a man may beleue to 
be there in that place a moment whyle. or to beholde 
fuche thynges as ware there. NeuertheleiTe y felte no 
ftenche by experyence whylys y was there as y dyd no 
nothir hirte of peynys. for my thoughte and yf I hadde 
felte hit y rnyghte noo lengur haue leuyd. Notwith- 
flondyng y confyderyd aud perceyued fufficyently in 
mynde the intolerable gretnes of alle thyng. Trewely 
thoo wrechys that were there fencybly hadde experyence 
and felte alle thefe peynys and other mo infynyte. that 
no man maye tel of And amonge her forrowfulle 
lamentacyons of complaynyng whyle euerychon of 
hem cryed Alas alas why dyd y fo fynne. alas why dyd 
not y penans for my fynnys and amende my lyuyng. 
they felte and remembryd her greuys peynys. Sothely 
their voycys of wepyng and forowyng was exaltyd and 
lyfte vppe with fo gret a cry that a man wolde haue 
wend hyt fchulde haue be herd thorow all the world 
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C ®f a Dortour a totoe ttiat toag a aoBemgtt 

fRewly thawgh y refufyd as mekyll as y 
myghte to fee and beholde tho thinghes 
that were done yn that place y cowde not 
auoide the knoweleg of on clerk the 
wyche y lawe and knew fum tyme Thys 
clerk in hys days was a doctur of lawe and alfo 
amonge other that were docturs of lawe he was had in 
that fciens ful excellent. Full many lerners of that 
faculte he ordende yn fcoles wherby he gatte to hym 
gret famyliarite of worfhippeful men This clerk e was 
largely poffefle with beneficys and rentys of the chirche 
and yet that not withflonding dayly he coueytyd to 
haue more and more wherfore by the wilie of god the 
whiche wolde haue alle men to be turne to penans. he 
felle yn to grete fekenes by the whiche he was fore 
vexid and defefid abowt a .ix^monthys. Sothely hyt 
was done of a meke difpenfacion of oure fayur that he 
fhulde by the fchorge of fekenes and forowe. difpofe to 
corect and amende hys fynful leuyng. the whyche 
whene he was yn gode helthe of body fowle and dedly 
trefpafl oftyn tymes to god. But he contrary wyfe was 
ouer carkefulle of hysbodelyhelpe [helthe?]. the whyche 
he louyd ouer mekyl. and fo vaynely prefumyd and 
thowght to haue hyt ageyne. wherfore he neuyr wolde 
dyfpofe 'hym to be confefl of hys fynys and fpecialy of 
hys fowle and onclene leuyng for the helthe of his 
fowle the whyche ys the fyrfl and chefe dede of almys 
that a man fchuld doo nethyr had any companion on 
powre pepul to geue hem any almys nethir any thyng 
dyd to the fentys of god. as yn offeryng to hym mekely 
hys feruys. for the redempcton of hys fynys nethir 
fludyd or karyd to do any almys of his erthely and tran- 
fitory godys as long as he leuyd Than the heuynly leche 
our fauyur feyng that he was neuer in his dayes the 
bettyr for the fekeneffe the whiche he ha&te fox h\s 
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warnyng the whyche he fchoyd and gaue vnto hym 
for a goftely medefon. nethir wente owte of hys onclene 
leuing in the whiche vnclene leuing he was in by the 
affliccyon of hys grete fekeneffe. Therfore the euyll 
and wekid faites and dedys. that cowde not be clenfyd 
and purged in hys yonge aage oure lord ihefu crift 
mercefully putte and ende of hem in hys dethe what 
more mercye myghte be done vnto hem the whyche 
after their hardneffe and impenytente herte. trefur to 
hem fro daye to daye the wrathe of owre fauyur ihefu 
cryfle. in the daye of hys wrathe and alfo of fchewyng 
hys ryghtfull iuggement. and alfoo to be refceyued in 
to the nyghte of dethe in the whiche nyghte of dethe 
no man may helpe hym felfe. for thanne no man may 
labure any thyng for to deferue. thanne that fone her lyfe 
of thysworld be fchortyd and alfoo fro hem takyn aweye. 
in the whyche her fynnys and myfdedys encrefyn and 
growyn to her perdycyon and deflruccyon : And what 
thing myght be more holfummur to them the whyche 
by her folufnefle and madeneffe with a fcharpe fwerde 
koueyten and defyren to adde flrokys to her owne pro- 
pre wowndys thanne that they be bounde and alfo her 
wepynys takyn aweye/ the. whiche they myfufyd to her 
owne propre hurte and dammage. Thys forfeyde 
clarke the whyche y knew fum tyme in my chyldhode 
and yong aage. y vndyrflode nor y knewe not that he 
was dyfcefle and ded. For that fame tyme in the 
whyche y knewe hym he remouyd fro that prouynce or 
place ther as he was wonte to dwelle in before vnto a 
nothir prouynce or place. Neuert[h]eleue yn alle fuche 
peynys and tormentys as hit ys aboue feyd y fawe and 
fownde hym and y merueyled of hit For y had wente he 
had be yet a lyue and alfo an honefl perfon. Than y 
fpake to hym and afkyd whethyr he hopyd any tyme to 
haue the mercye of god And than he feyde Alas alas 
y knowe andknowe that athi(halfe[at this halfe?] domys 
daye yfchall haue algate no mercye And whethir y fchalle 
haue any thanne y am not certeyn Sothely euermore 
fethe y wasputte here to thefe peynys fti^y tiiCx^fCLTasss& 
and more Then y feyde to hym AxA yjYsj \*sx^ ^w 
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not confefte of thy fynnys at thy lafle ende and dydyft 
no penaunce for hem Than he feyde by caufe y 
hopyd to haue recouered and alfo by the difceyte of 
the deuyl my goftely ennemy y was afchamed to con- 
feffe fo fowle a fynne. lefle y ihulde haue be of les 
reputacyon and dyfpyfed amonge them the whiche y 
femyd gloryous and fayre y confefle me of lytyl and 
fmale fynys to feche an honeft perfon and a worfchip- 
full pryfle that yow knowyft wele And whanne he 
afkyd me yef y had any other thynges to be confefle 
of. y bade him go his waye and tolde him that yef any 
other thyng cumme afterward to my mynde y wulde 
fende for hym ageyne and tell him. And whanne he 
was gonne and onethis came to his chirche y begunne 
to deye Thenne anone he was cald for ageyne and 
whenne he cumme / he fownde me ded and gonne 
Trewly ther ys no thyng of a thowfand peynys that y 
iofyr dayly fo greuys to me as ys the vnhappy prefen- 
tacion of my fowle and vnclene leuyng that y vfyd in 
the world, and now beyng here am compellyd to doo 
actually the fame foule paffyon. And befyde the hor- 
rabulle gretneffe of peynys that y am in. y am more 
confounded of fchame whyle dat y am by the fame 
fynne made curfyd and abhomynable in the fyght of 
al men. Alas alas who euer wolde haue wende that 
the worfchyppe and fauour the whiche y hadde amonge 
men fculde be turned to feche confufyon and defpexion 
as it is nowe wherfore ful gretely y am confowndyd and 
aflhamed. for nowe to euery creature y appere foule 
and abhomynable. the whiche before apperyd to euery 
man gloryous and honorabulle. And thys he feyd 
with full fore and grete cryyng and wepyng And 
whyle y meruelde the wrechidnes and peynys of fo 
grete a man fum tyme. y fawe howe he was ponyflhte 
in innumerabulle w[a]yfys. and by thoo tormentyshewas 
brought as to nought and dyffoluyd by ftrenthe and 
hete of fyre and fo made lyquyd as led ys whenne hyt 
ys multe. Sothely thanne y afkyd fent Nycholas my 
leder yf this mannys peynys mygVit be remedyde or 
helpe by any mene. And tha&xie Yve feyte ^Wk& 
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the daye of dome ys cumme thenne fchall cryflys wille 
be fulfyllede He onely knowyth the hertys of alle 
men And then he wole doo to euery man ryghtfully. 
Therfore I coude knowe no thyng for certen of this 
mannys delyberacyon. Therfore thoo thyngys the 
whiche we haue fpokyn of here before may wele be 
confyderyd as the fcripture feyth in thys wyfe. Non 
eft ei bene qui ajfiduus eft in ma/is et elemofinam non 
danti. that ys to faye hyt ys not wele with hym that 
ys befye in euyll Nethir with hym that dothe non 
almys See nowe and confydre howe gretely they be 
holpe in placys of peynys by the doyng of almys 
dedys. as oure lorde fpekyth in the gofpelle the whiche 
dyd hem in her lyfe. Thys clerke in hys lyfe was wife 
and wyttye in hys owne conceyte and trailing to him 
felfe fet ml lytyl to feche helpe of other by almis dede 
and good werkys for his fynnys. that hathe wrought 
nowe to hym damnacyon. Loo fo fone and fodenly he 
ys founde onwyfe and madde. Conceyue nowe what 
ys here nowe feyde of thys clarke and a lytyl before 
what was feyde of a goldfmyth and opynly hyt con- 
fermethe the fentence of the fcrypture feyng in thys 
wyfe Potenter potentes tormenta fuftinebu?it et exiguo 
conceditur mifericordia. yat ys to feye. Myghty men 
myghtyly fchalle fofyr tormentys. and to a meke man 
ys graunted mercye. That goldfmyth and though he 
were a fyner yet was in hys owne fyghte meke and 
lytyl'the whiche nethir by his connyng nethyr of any 
othir vertue prefumyd but countyd hym felfe euermore 
onwyfe and onflable by caufe of hys fynnys Therfore 
by the mene of almys dedys. and femes as he myght 
doo. gate to hym the helpe and foffragys of hys grete 
and myghty aduocatour and patron feynt Nycholas and 
fo in tyme of nede he had helpe and mercy as he 
defyred And alfo euyn contrarye wyfe thys clarke of 
the excellente connyng ryches and worfchippe that he 
hadde procedyd forthe hys wekedneffe. And by caufe 
he thoughte hym felfe excepte in this worlde. fro the 
comon labur of men. Lo in fo cim^ axA \s^toss. 
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example he is not nowe ponyflhte with othyr men. 
Alfo y fawe there hys tonge hauyng forthe oute of 
his hede and befyly brennyng as hyt were a bronde of 
fyre and yat veryly he fofryd by caufe that often tymes 
he peruerted ryghtwefnes as a man myghty in wordys 
takyng geftys and mennys perfons. For he vfyd not 
only to iangyl idyle wordys. but alfo frowardly in 
wordys contrarye to wrothe ouer mekyl he had ex- 
cedyd. Therfore no meruelle though he were ponymte 
this wyfe for fuche exceffys and fawtys. whenne oure 
lorde fpekyth in the gofpelle of the ryche man the 
whiche for hys light fpeking and iangelyng at mete 
was fore ponyfhte in hys tonge in a flame of fyre. 
Sorthely after this came to me that worfchyppefull 
pryfle to home this clerke was confefle of hys fmale 
fynnys as hit ys reherfed before And amonge other 
thyngys the whyche this worfchipful pryfle herde of me 
y tolde howe this clarke afore feyde whenne he was 
confefle bade hym goo hys waye as for that tyme. and 
fo anone dyde as hyt ys feyde before And when y 
had told him this he wepte ful bytturly and toke god 
to recorde that hit was very trouthe as y feyde and 
knewe wele. that the forfeyde clerke feyde fo to hym 
Therfore only of that multytude of wrechys y knewe 
this clerke that this feyde to me. 




[Othely thanne fone after that we were paile 
thys third place we came to a regyon 
where the foulys the whiche hadd done 
her purgacyon in purgatorye ioyfully 
reflyd. in the whyche place many y knewe 
wele and founde hem there in grete felycyte and con- 
forte. Trewely as touchyng the ioys of that place and 
the iocundnes and gladnes of them that were there as 
oure lorde wyll geue vs grace we fchall afterward 
fchewe and declare, but fyrft let vs tume ageyne thys 
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narracyon to thoes thynges the whyche we haue lefte 
oute of the peynys and merytys of fome perfonys in 
efpecyalle. the whyche y fawe and founde in tho 
placys of purgatorye as hyt ys feyde before. 



C ©t it persons* t$at tfcfe monfte aatoe anU 
spafce tnttii in ttyc first pUtt of purgatorye anU 
first tottf) a prior- C ©a xjrtrii 

[Herfore a prior that was father of a relygyous 
place the whiche y knewe full wele fum 
tyme dyfcefle and deyde this fame yere. 
And of hys maners and condycyons y 
knewe many thyngys the whiche y leue 
oute at this tyme by caufe of fchortenes. Thys man and 
prior y fawe and knew amonge the nrfle that were in 
peynys of the fyrfte place of purgatorye that we came 
to. Trewly he was in ful grete and fore tormentys . 
and fofyrd ful greuys peynys. fum tyme in fyre and 
fum tyme in flinkyng bathys of brimflon and pyche 
medild to gedyr hoys face and chere was ouer wrechyd 
and dedful And affone as he fawe me he began mekely 
to call me and grete me whome with compaffyon of herte 
y grete alfo and fpake to hym many thyngys. And y 
enquyryd of hym whethir he fo fofreyd fo grete peynys 
for the fawtys the whiche he dyd in youthe by caufe 
perauenture he neglygently kepte hys ordre that 
he toke to hym in hym in hys chyldhode And he 
feyde naye But neuertheles ful fore and byttyr peynys 
y iofre here not onely for myne owne fynnys and ex- 
ceffys the whiche y dyd in myne own perfon howe be 
yt that y offendyth in many thingys but alfo for the 
wekydnes and myfgouernaunce of tho perfonys the 
whiche a lytyl before y had charge and cure of. For 
as touchyng myne own fynnys y wulde fofyr as y myght 
here / thoes peynys the whyche be dewe for hem. For 
y vfyd to redeme and fchafl myne owne fynnys by 
ofte confeiJ^on and takyng difcypYyi^* sxA \sk&^ 
prayers And a] fo by dyuers othei ^qts. ^o^€^ 

E 
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of thefe thingis ful fore greuyth me nowe the carnal 
affeccyon and loue that y hadde to my frendys. as 
fadyr and mother and other of my kynne of the whyche 
to fum of them y gate benefycys of chyrchys. whenne 
they were ful onworthy to haue hem and to othir y 
gaue right ondyfcretely man geftys of the godys of the 
monaflerye that y was prior of and they nowe ful lytyl 
remembre me or doo any thynge for me in my nede. 
Trewlye the fauyr of pepulle and the loue of worfchippe 
that y had me prinfpaly noythe And alas alas for 
forowe. for and god take not mercy on me as y am 
nowe in peynys oute of mefure. fo fchalle y be with- 
oute ende. The couetyfe ambycyon that y hadde to 
kepe my worfchippe. and the fere that y hadde to leue 
hit. fo blyndyd the fyghte of my foule that y lowfyd 
the brydyl of correccyon to the willys of my fogettys 
and fofryd hem to doo and folowe her defyrys and 
luflys as my yes had be clofyd. lefte haply yef y had 
correcte hem and refraynde hem from her lyghtnes 
they wulle haue be to me as enemyes to labure and to 
haue me out of my worfchippe and prelacyon that y 
was in. Forthermore they that were gode relygyous 
men and had zele and loue to kepe the ordyr. y no 
thing helpyd or faueryd in conferuacyon of the re- 
lygyon. but full inordenatly and contrary to vertue y 
wolde wyth other that loued hem not fpeke euyl of 
hem and detracte hem and cheryfflie other that were 
ful euyl difpofyd and brekerys of her holy profeffyon 
and order And alle this y dyd a part of myne owne 
lightnes and a parte be caufe y wolde defende my pre- 
lacyon And for hem to pleye lewde gamys and to fpeke 
and clathyr tryfullys iapys and other lewdneffe and alfo 
to goo and wandyr amonge feeler folkys and ydelnes. 
hyt was leful to hem. as hyt was to me Therfore 
fome of hem by thys cruel lyghtnes of me and that 
they fawe in me prefumyd and fayde to do many 
full curfyd thyngys. wherfore here y am ponyflhte 
withoute hope, howe be yt that y approuyd not her 
wykyd dedys Notwithflonding y Vmewe Yvem. and of 
i vayne drede. made lyke as yf y \i&&xio\.^o^\^ 



6 7 

wherfore many of hem bode ftylle in her fowle 
abufyons. going fro euyll to wars. And fome of hem 
contynued in euyll vnto her dethe whyle y leuyd in 
the worlde. and now they be euerlafling dampde. 
Alfo fome other of hem yet hethir to leuyn contynualy 
wars and wars in grete fynnys and dedly dedys. wher- 
fore to hem and to me as y am agafte fuccedyth inex- 
tynguyble fyre. Alfo fro the howre that y pafte fro 
my body, y ame putte to onfpekehabule tormentys the 
whiche were as me femyth nowe ful lyght in compary- 
fon of the peynys that y nowe fofyr. Sothely the firfte 
daye after my dethe was to me more efuer thanne alle 
the dayes that y hadde fetthe And of alle the fynnys 
and fautes that nowe they done after my dethe of an 
euyl cuflome that they hadde before the whiche they 
be feyne to haue take by my neglygens. my peynys 
therfore ben euermore encrefyd And by caufe that y 
knewe fum of hem that be ded and fum other the 
whiche yette leuyn. that haue flyd and falle befyde 
other fynnys. to that fowle and abhomynable fynne 
that ought not to be named and therfore putte to hem 
no correccyon. no thyng y drede fo mekyll. as the 
encrefyng of my peynys fo largely tyl y be compellyd 
to fofyr the foule and abhomynable ftenche the whiche 
they fofre and haue nowe the whiche dyd the fame 
fowle and abhomynable fynne for y know wele that 
the greuys peyne of that fame flenche ys more into- 
lerable and peynfull than any other peynys that 
fynners fofryn. And as ofte as they the whyche y lefte 
alyue dampnably offendyd. anone the deuyls ranne to 
me with grete fcornes and vpbraydys and euermore 
and more with newe peynys encrefyng my tormentys. 
Alfo he tolde me what daye what place and what tyme 
after that he was pafte oute of thys world and what 
perfon of hym hyt was and what fynne he hadde done. 
And he told my many thyngys that they dyde and 
and ieyde anone as they done any euyl the whiche y 
had fum tyme cure of. the mynyftrys and wykyd 
angellys of the deuylle vpbraydyn ra^ m\!cv ft\& ^ass^ 
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and anon they encrefyn my peynys Sothely ther was 
fum of the bretheren of that place the which e this man 
aforefeyde was prior and father to that were accendyd 
by zele of rightwyfnes and feruor of relygyon and dyd 
alfo grete labur and dylygens that alle inordinate 
fauors putte a fyde the puryte and honefle of her ordre 
myght be kepte And this y knewe was trouthe wher- 
fore y feyde to hym. Howe than was hit noyfyd fer 
and brode that many thyngys were wel reformyd and 
amendyd before your ende in the place where ye were 
prior yf hit be nowe fchewyd yow fo mekyl euyl of 
hem that dwelle there yette. And thanne he feyde Trew 
hit ys as ye faye that mekyll thyng was correcte and 
amende more than yt was wonte to be before Neuer- 
theles of her amendement haue y no frute ne mede but 
alfo my peynys encrefyng becaufe y was ouer mekyl 
agenfl her correccions and lefle y fchulde be correcte 
or tho thingys amendyd that be amendyd ful mekyl y 
lettyd Sothely y was affchamed of her opyn correccyon. 
but leffe y baftiyd to here hem ouer all fchamfully 
dyffamyd. Trewly her condycyons were fo froward 
and obflynate that vtwardly y hadde wende they had 
be incorrygyble and what fum euer ys beleuyd to be 
done ther fore amendment, but yf the meruaylous 
power and myght of god helpe. hyt wyl be broughte 
done ageyne to noughte Alas alas why dyd y beleue 
euer to feche confels. Alas that euer y fauyrde and 
magnyfyde feche perfons by the whiche y dyd fo offende 
the mageile of god fo to let hem haue her wylle to doo 
what they wolde. Sothely foure perfons there byn 
and tolde me her namys that y fchulde feye to hem. 
but yf they fone do to god. euynworthy penaunce for 
her curfyd dedys and confels. by the whiche they 
haue lofle hem felfe and other alfo the whiche haue 
done after hem they fchalle haue the indycyble and 
euerlaflyng tormentys of helle And trewly yf they 
dyd penauns and fatiffaccion tyl domys daye they 
fchuJde thynke hit but lytyl in to the recompenfacyon 
and expyacyon of the grete and \oxig£ fchrewdenes 
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and curfydnes by the whiche they haue broughte me 
to this peynys that y am in nowe and with her wyckyd- 
nes they haue al mofle enfecte and cumbrid alle the 
howfe. Sothely onethys or litil any tyme tho foure 
perfons y wulde difplefe but y was inclynyd and bowyd 
to let hem do what they wolde Alfo fewe ther ben of 
al the couent that for me and for myn helping. Fully 
haue done and feyde the mefTys and pfalmys wyth 
other foffragys and prayers, the whiche of dewty they 
fchulde feye and do for me according to oure relygyon 
And many of hem for whome y am now in fore peynys 
haue done none of thefe thingys yet for me. therfore 
what for forowe and drede that y haue of thefe prefent 
tormentys. y am peynde on euery fyde Seche thinhys 
fawe y aboute this prior and this wyfe he fpake to me 
as hit ys aboue reherfyd. 



C <®f an mere* fyat fit aatoe anO fwctoe in H)t 
same place* CI ®a xxbiij 

Knewe alfo a certen ancreffe the whiche was 
of a gode and honefle conuerfacyon whome 
gretely y louyd and y fawe her ther : as 
fche had comme late fro the world. Trewly 
fche was liable and fledfafle in contyn- 
auns and feyre of beholdyng. home the laborus weye 
that fche had gon a lytyl had weryde. and with the 
peynys of fyre that other were inuoluyd here and there 
fche was ofte tymes tochyd and fum what brente. But 
fhe ful lytyl counted hyt and haflyd her fpedly gretly 
profeting on the iorney that goyth to paradyfe. and 
this whan y fawe y take god to record y had wende 
hyt had be fum fantefy and as hit had be a dreme for 
y beleuyd in no wife that fche was ded Than feyd y 
vnto my felfe. Y trowe that the merytorye leuyng of 
this ancres and feruaunte of cryfte fo ys fchewde to me 
by ymagynacyon. for trewly fche that ys yette abpuz ysn. 
her bodye may not be here. SotheYy \ta& ft&E&& ^a^^ 
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after that y was cum to my felfe ageyne a certen ney- 
bur of herns was here that y fpake with and prayde 
hym to grete her wele on my worde. and al fo that 
fche wylle whytfafe to pray for me. Than he feyde 
Praye ye alfo for her our good frende for ye fcalle vn- 
dyrflande that fche ys difcefle and paile to god. 
Veryly y merueylyd gretly at hys {eying And than 
firfl y beleuyd that hyt was trewe that y fawe of her in 
the firfl place of purgatorye Forthermore this generall 
condicyon of alle folk that deyon. y knowe there 
opynly. that alle pepule the whiche be ordende to 
perceue refte and blyfle before the daye of dome, 
hadde euermore fro the firfl howre of her dethe her 
peynys leffe and leffe. But yf hyt were fo. that any 
of hem had lefte to other that leuyd after by euyl 
exampulle occafyon of fynne the whiche ryghtwyfly 
they myght wyte hit hem that dyd fo before, and 
whyle they dede no fatiffaccion to god for hit before 
her deth, wherby feche occafyon of fynning lefte to 
other fchulde haue be forgeuyn hem alfo they yat 
greuyfly offendyd by the whiche they deferuyd euer- 
lafling dampnacion begunne to goo fro nil bittyr 
peynys to wars and fo by fucceding of her peynys 
dayly her tormentys befyly encrefyn yat euery day folo- 
ing is more greuoffor to hem then was the daye before. 

C ®f a ttxtm i>t**f)op tfjat toaa %re also. 

C xxix 

certen biffhop y knew there in peynys the 
whiche onys y fawe and he was bore in 
ihys ground of inglonde and had hys by- 
fhopriche be yonde fee. Trewely he 
deyed thys fame yere abowte the fefle of 
feynt Myghel the archangel. For than yknewe opynly 
the daye of his paffyng but nowe hit is fallyn out of 
my mynde the whiche that tyme was occupyed aboute 
many thingys that y fawe. Sothely innumerabulle 
thyngys there were the whiche y &y& tkoWele note 
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nether cowde wele kepe in my mynde all thyngys that 
y had notyd. Trewely the fame man the whiche tolde 
me of the paffyng of the ancres as hyt ys feyde in the 
next chaptur before told me alfo of the pafling of this 
byffhoppe but he knew not what tyme. Trewely an- 
othyr yong man. the whiche was cofyn and alye to the 
fame byffhoppe. and alfo in feruyce with hym whenne 
he leuyd cam home ageyn to his countrey of inglonde 
and brought certen worde to the todyr man that tolde 
me that the forfeyde byffhoppe was dede Trewly y 
fawe this byffhoppe al mofle contynualy brennyng in 
flamys of fyre and mofle be caufe of his vycyus leuing 
that he leuyd in his youthe alfo he was torment in 
other innumerable wyfys and be caufe y fawe fum 
fpecyal thinge aboute him y thought to remembre and 
fpecially to fpeke of him Sothely as he brende befyly 
in fyre he had euer more a ful honefl clothe apon 
him there the whiche not only was hurte by the fyre 
but alfo yt was yldyn and made by the fyre more 
feyrer and femlyor than hit was afore Thanne fent 
Nycholas declared to me the reafon of thys meruaylous 
thyng and feyde Thys preuylege he gate to hym 
whenne he leuyd. by a good dede the whiche he vfyd 
to doo And this hit was. Euermore he hadde com- 
pafTion on powre pepulle that were nakyd and ful 
lyberally he vfyd to releue hem of that nede wherfore 
his clothyng fchalle neuer lacke feyernes. tyl that he 
haue fulfylled his penauns and take of god the flole of 
euerlaflyng ioye and blyfTe. 



C ©f a certen toomatt tfje tofigtije teas a pore 
tnamt£8 togfe* C ©a xxx 

womanalfo thatwas a poure mannyswyf dyde 
this lafle yere with her hufbond the whiche 
was wele condicionde and in mony thyngys 
ful wele dyfpofyd. Sche was fum t^me. 
ryght famylyarly be\o\x^ eft \x^.. Vcsrcsst 
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ful gladly y behylde there in lyghte peynys. in com- 
paryfon of other fwiftely goyng forth e to the grete mede 
and worfchippe of heuynly ioyes. Trewely in thys 
that fche vfyd inpacyently to flolde and vpbrayde hem 
that dyd her wronge and enmyte and in her herte 
hylde rancour and fowernes agenfle hem. fche gretely 
offendyd and therfore fche hadde fofryd peynys. Ne- 
uertheles thys vyfe was to her inuyncyble by caufe of 
her imperfeccyon and euer fche hatyd hyt and often 
tymes wepte that fche coude not ouercome hyt. wher- 
fore fche hadde the foner forgeuenes of that fynne. 
Sothely fche was in her prayers ful deuoute and wele 
difpofyd to almys dedys and hofpytalte more than fche 
might wele do of her owne godys And before her 
dethe by long fekenes that fche had fche was prouid 
and clenfyd as gold ys in a fornes by the whyche 
al mode fche hadde cafte fro her the fcurfe and the 
hardenes of her fynnys. Forthirmore fulfeldyn hyt is 
in this dayes in the whyche. al mofte the condicions 
of alle men gone oute of kynde. for the pure and clere 
fymplycyte and innocentnes of the very chirce of god. 
that any man leuyng in thys lyfe kepyth or rekeuerythe 
fully the equyte and puryte of the holy gofpelle. the 
whyche tyle a man fulfylle he may not dwelle in 
heuynly placys nethyr fchalle refle in the mownte and 
hille of paradyfe of ioye and blyffe. wherfore what fum 
euer thynge of fynne and vncleneffe contrarye to 
equite and ryghtwyfnes cleuyth and reflyth on the 
fowlys that paffyn hens out of this world hit fhalbe 
purged in a nothir world and fo by her penauns the 
weye and pathe of a ioyful reflyng fhalbe fchewyd to 
hem that be purged and clenfyd. and fo thenne in 
placys of refle the entring of heuyn and euerlafling 
bliffe ful largely fhalbe oppynd to tho foulys for the 
perfette defyre that they fhal haue ther to fe god 
Sothly this only mufl be takyn of tho fynnys whiche 
by her light qualite or els by confeffyon and fatiffaccion 
don for hem be granted of god to be changyd and 
contyd among venyal fynnys. ¥01 as touching tho 
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fynnys yat be dedly and were not in this worlde by 
the remedy of confeflion and penans made light and 
venial hyt ys withoutyn doute yat he fhal fo be pre- 
fentyd to his iugement in the world yat is to cumme 
as he is fonde in hys leuyng when he pafiyth oute of 
this worlde. . 



C toftat pemtga xtl$qvow mm aoftgB for ttvttn 
fatotea* C €a xxxi 

[Othely y fawe alle relygyous folke bothe of 
men and wemen how they fofryd certeyne 
peynys as wele for lytyl offenfes as for 
grete fynnys and as hit were propyr 
peynes for fynguler fynnys And full fore 
as hit femyd to me were the lefle peynys that they 
fofryd for ryght lytyl offenfes as for immoderate 
lawghyng and ydyl wordys fpekyng and that they 
fofryd her mynde neglygently ouyr mekyl to wandyr 
aboute in vayne thoughtys or els for lyght brekyng 
the nilys and fourme of her relygyon as in lyghte and 
nyce behauing of geflur and in multyplyyng fygnys to 
mekyl and fo for goyng and wandryng out of her 
cloyfter and cellys onprofetabully and alfo for many 
other thyngys in lyke wyfe. For fome y fawe ful 
myferabully wepyng and rowlling hoote brennyng 
colys in theire mouthys for eting frutys and herbys 
out of dewe placys and tyme not for any medfyn or 
nede. but for lufle and appetyte And for immoderate 
lawghing they had betingys For ydyl fpeche flrokys 
in her face, and for vayne thoughtys they fofryd greuys 
and varyante trowbulnes of the eyre. And they that 
offendyth in diffolucyon of geflur and behauyng were 
bonde with fcharpe bondys and many with fyry 
boundys and for fuperfluyte of fignys by the whiche 
they hadde to gedyr lewde pleys and ydyl gamys. fum 
of hem had her fyngers f[l]ayne and fome had hem. b^ ^^ 
knocking fore broyfyd. They alfo \\iaX ^jsxfe as&aks&fe ^^ 
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wandryng here and there were greuyfly cafle and 
throwe fro one place to anothir by the whiche her 
lymmys were fore hurte amonge hem felfe Alfo they 
that fpake wordis of reboudye the whiche founned 
oncleneiTe or other wife agenft the honefle of relygyon 
were ponyffhte there almofle as fore as for dedly 
fynnys. Alfoo who fum euer brake any vowys made 
to god or to hys feyntys fpecyally in tyme of drede 
and perylle for her helpe and delyuerans And after- 
ward fuerte takyn of the fame vowe fofryd ineflymable 
tormentys. 



C ©f a tttttn ftnggfit tfjat irafce a botoe C xxxii 

[Monge hem that brake her vowys y fawe a 
yong knyght brennyng in the myddys of 
fyre whome y knewe fumtyme ful wele 
And as y enquyred of him why he was 
putte in fo grete peynes. thys he tolde 
me. My lyfe he feyde that y leuyd was but baren 
and vayne and alfo vycyous For y was infolent and 
nyfe in pryde and elacyon and foule and vnclene by 
the vyce of lecherye. not withflonding for thys y am 
nowe fpecyally ponyfht by caufe y cafle aweye fro me 
the fygne of the holy crofle the whyche y hadde takyn 
apone me in a vowe that y made to goo to the holy 
lond howe be yt that y toke the croffe not for deuo- 
cyon but for vayne glorye the whiche y loued to haue 
hadde of the lorde yat y feruyd. Trewely euery nyght 
y labur in going as mekyl as y maye to make an ende 
of that pilgremage. But what for febulnes of flrenthe 
and contraryufnes of the wedyr and alfo fcharpnes of 
the waye y am lettyd gretly that onethe y may goo at 
on tyme a full lytyl dayes iourney Sothely whenne 
the mornyng begynnyth. fleyn to me wykyd fpirytys 
beyng wodde yn al cruelnes. and drawyn me ageyne. 
to the place of my peynys. where euer more al the 
days tyme y am gretly peynde yn tyre. Neuertheles 
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wyth a certen amendement of leffur dyffefe thawght hyt 
be lytyl. And ageyne when nyghte comythe. y. am 
refloryd to the place where y lefte lafle my iourney. 
and fo y go forthe on my pylgrimage. and when the 
mornyng ys cumme y am drawyn ageyne and cafte to 
peynys. And al that haue vowyd to go to the holy 
londe. and aftyr dyd cafle fro hem her croffe. and 
whent not dedyr. yn lyke wyfe as y go. they be com- 
pellyd to do her pylgrymage. fo yf they may haue the 
grace of god yn her lafle ende to repente hem. as y 
had to repente me for brekyng of my vowe. and than 
by the holfum remedy of confeffion thys fynne yat was 
dedly fynne may be changed to a venyal fynne Othyr 
wyfe al that breke that lame vowe. be put to eternalle 
dampnacion. 



C &l*o of anotfjer ftnggfjt C ©a xxxiii 

[Nother knyght alfo the whiche welle dyde 
and pafle to god a x yere a gon y fawe 
and knew there. This knyght that tyme 
the whyche y fawe hym had ouercome 
alle his grete peynys that he had fofryd 
before And therfore y fey he dyd wele For by that 
fpace of penans he wente wele toward the ioys of para- 
dyfe. Sothely he bare there on hys fyfle a lytyll 
byrdde lyke a fparhauke. Alfo in hys lyfe aboue alle 
men that were of that countreye the whiche he dwellyd 
in gaue gladly and lyberally to all pore pepul that 
came to hym hofpytalyte. Trewely his wyfe dide 
afore him almofte a xxx wyntyr after hoys dethe he 
leuyd continent and chafle. in a wydwardys lyfe 
redy and benyuolente to alle men whilys he leuyd 
And gretely merueylde why he yat was fo honefle of 
leuyng and wele condycyonde in hys demening had 
not yette perceiuyd fully refle and ioye. Than he 
feyde to me that hit was not too be merueylyde. For 
why whenne he Jeuyd he mighte oite ofecAfeVcL^sas^ 
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wyfys. fpecialy by caufe that in hys youthe and child- 
hode. he was norifhte and broughte vppe delycately. 
and what for felifhyppe and hys yowthe. was drawyn 
to many noyfful thyngys of the whiche he kowde not 
fully be purgyd and made clene in worldly conuerfa- 
cyon. where he mufle conforme hym to the maners 
and behauyng of hem yat he dwellyd amonge. Sothely 
he complaynde that the hauke the whiche he bare on 
hys fyfte. paynfully tare his hande with her bylle and 
fcharpe cleys This tedeufnes of peyne. he fofryd as 
he feyde by cawfe that in haukyng the whiche he vfyd 
alle the tyme of hys lyfe. gretely delytyd to fee the 
haukys whenne they flowe howe they toke other 
byrddys. The whiche haukyng he lefte not in hys 
aage. nethyr there of had any compunccyon. For he 
knewe not that feche a thing were any fynne. Many 
other thingis alfo y fawe and behylde in this firfte 
place of purgatorye. e. as wele aboute hem that y 
knewe, as aboute other bothe of men and women of 
alle degreys and profeffyons of the whiche eueryche 
on of hem were ponyfhte in peynys innumerable, ful 
fcharpe and bytterly. as y haue fchortely aboue feyde. vn- 
der a certen generalyte. wherforethefefewethingys feyde 
now of many thingys. be fuffycyaunt here at this tyme. 



C ©f H)o persons tfjat Ije aatoe in ttft *mmU 
plate of purgatorge* C <£a xxxiiif 

Owe of tho thingys the whiche y fawe and 
notyd in the fecond place of purgatorye 
fum what y wylle fchewe and declare to 
yow Sothely in this fecund place y fawe 
and knewe many mo that were fum tyme 
of myne acquentanfe. than y dyd in any other place 
fore wepyng and forowyng in her peynys her fynnys 
by the whiche they had brokyn owre lordys com- 
maundmentys wherfore they were alyenate and made 
ferre fro his famylyare knowledge. 
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C @fc ttt igaafcoppg* gat $ fonSe Hjere. 

C <£a axrb 

Hre byffhoppys that y knewe wele fum tyme 
I fawe there ftraytely bownde wyth fyrye 
chay nys oftyn tymes. turnyng and walowyng 
ful myferabully. now yn gret fyre. and now 
yn fcharpe ftormys of hayle and fnow and 
whyrle wyndys. and aftyrward yn a fowle ftynkyng 
ponde of blacke watyr. Trewly they were ponyfht 
dyuerily. not fer from othyr. And on of hem was 
more bytterly torment than tothyr were and that was 
by caufe he vfyd yn hys lyfe to fytte amonge feeler 
iugys. yn place and tyme of pledyng and ther yn. he 
toke a grete plefure and delyte and oftyn tymes he 
was. to many that pledyd her caufis of god confeiens 
a vyolent oppreffur agenfl ryghtewefenes. and therfore 
he compleynyd whyt an opyn mowthe that hys tonge 
contynually brende yn flamys of fyre. And as he was 
now brennyng yn fyre and now wete. And flyftely froryn 
[flimy frofen?] yn fnow and frofte. and nowyn a ftynk- 
yng ponde. and now fowle ouerkeuryde yn fenne and 
plutte. hys tonge euermore conteynuyd yn brennyng 
fyre. The tothyr of hem othyr whyles neglygently 
brake hys chaftyte. the whyche dede fpecialy yn a 
bylhoppe. was ouerfowle and abhomynable. and ther- 
fore was he drownde oftyn tymes yn the fowle and 
flynking ponde. that lythe betwene the gret hete and 
colde as hyt ys feyde before Sothly a fore hys dethe 
he lefte the honowre and dignyte of hys byfhoprye. 
and toke apon hym the meke habette of a monke. the 
whyche gretly helpyd hym. amonge othyr dedys of 
fatyffaccion. And al that fo done, grete good and 
profette ther of cummyth to hem For al they fpecialy 
be holpyn by the meritys and prayers of the holy 
feyntys. the whiche vfid afore the fame habette and 
alfo ben knowyn and markid to rife vppe ageyne in the 
ordyr of hem the whiche when they tevx^ YtfSJt nX.- 
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wardly lefte this worlde or els at her lafle ende in ful 
deuocyon forfoke this world. The thirde of thefe 
byfhopys gretly delyted in worldly worfchippe and 
vayne glorye. For the whiche fynne he was ofte 
tymys bore vp an hye in ful hye fpyrytys of flamys of 
fyre. and by caufe he fille fro the loue of god by feche 
fynne vnto the coolde of worldly flowfulnes. he was 
lette done brenning to the greuys coolde that was on 
the todyr fyde of the fyre. and be caufe of the comyn 
euyl and peynys that thes thre ware in. was for the 
neglygens of foulys the whiche they had cure of and 
for the gret carke that they had of her riches and de- 
fpexion of pore pepul for flatering of princys and 
imoderate carke of her kynnefolke. and as y may 
fhortly conclude many thyngys in fewe wordys euerych 
on of hem fought after tho thingys that was to him 
felfe and not tho thingys that longyth to our lorde 
ihefu crifle And the general euyll of thefe and many 
other prelatys that y fawe was the negligens of her 
office delectacion of worldly worfchippe and dyffymu- 
lacyon of her charge, and in alle thefe thingys ful 
heuely they forowyd by caufe they myfufyd her powre 
that they had vndyr god to the grete hurte of hem 
felfe and to the perdicion of her fogettys and therfore 
the peynys of al feche prelatys were dayly encrefyd 
more and more as y haue tolde before of a certen 
prior that what fum euer her frendys that leuyd in the 
worlde dyd for hem as in meflys almyfdede and feche 
other thingis by the whiche her peynys mold be leffyd 
dayly her greuys peynys were encrefyd for the fynful 
leuyng of hem the whiche they dedly fauerd and 
brought vp in her vicys orels be caufe they dyd not 
correcte hem in dewe forme as yt longeth to her ofFyce 
wherfore al they yat for feche caufys fofrid peynys 
gretly douted of her faluacion and were almofle in 
defpacion So thly ther is no thing fo greuys to hem 
that be in peynys as the oncertente of her delyuerans 
and alfo ther ys no thing that fo mekyl fwagyth the 
peynys and forowys of other as dothe a very hope and 
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feythefull trufte the wyiche they knewe and haue by 
oure lordys mercye to be delyueryd. and they that 
were certeyn to haue an ende of her peynys and were 
not bonde to the certente of dampnacion. yat fame 
certente was to hem a ful grete folace and conforte 
For as touching the euyl and hurte of defpacion as 
mekyl as y can confider and remembre me after tho 
thingys that y fawe there hyt greuyth difefyth and 
tormentyth tho foulys that haue hit more than al other 
peynys done. 

C ©f an arcfKfwa&Ijoppe of canturtcri? 

C «Ca xxtibi 

iawe alfo befyde thefe aboue feyde a cer- 
ten perfon that fumtyme was of grete 
name and fame the whiche after the meke 
conuerfacion of monkys relygyon that he 
leuyd in before in the whiche he had leuid 
ful deuoutely as in bodely penauns in holy medytacions 
and many other vertues right excellently and at the laft 
he was promotyd and made archebifhope of canturbery 
and primate of inglonde But alas for forow for trewly 
the more therby he grewe in the fight of the pepul fo 
mekyl he had fal and decrefyd in the fight of god the 
whiche behilde him inwardly and the fander had endid 
his life yef he had not be holpe by the mercy of god 
and the merytys of his good leuyng afore by the whiche 
when he was in relygyon a monke ful wele in good 
purpofe and labore acceptable to god he had plefyd 
oure lorde Sothely when he was biffhope of cantur- 
bery and alfo fpecyaly fill excellent in conning ful lityl 
hede he toke to his cure, and to the goflely helthe of 
the peple For he onwyfyly promoted ful onworthy 
perfons to beneficys of the chirche. and alfo he dredde 
and was afchamyd to execute the lawe for difpleafmg 
the king by hoys fauor hit femyd he cam to that dig- 
nite Alfo he ftudyd and thought by a colur of fymu- 
lacyon odyr wife then he fchul&e to Xxcft&fe Y*£x&. ^& 
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whiche he knew were agenfle his promoting of the 
byflioprye and dignite that he had In thefe thingys 
and feche other, he had gretly offendyd. Alfo in this 
he was more to be blamid and more offendyd yat he 
hyd and kepte clofe ful onprofetably the auctorite of 
relygyon and wyfdom that he had fro hem of home he 
was ful excellently named and to home he might ful 
gretly haue profet and ho fum euer fo do they be 
ordende to ful grete peynis. for they be a fclaunder 
to the chirche of god while they plucke not vppe and 
diflrey the wekyd leuing and rotyd wyfys the whiche 
be fowyn in the hertys and conuerfacion of the peple 
of god yat they haue cure and charge of nethir be 
aboute by her office to edifie and plante in her fogettys 
the nobulnes and condicions of vertu and honefle no 
more than other that lacke bothe holynes and gode 
vnderflanding Neuertheles our lorde fechyth afwel of 
hem that had no conning in feche thingis as they fhuld 
haue had for to be hedys of the peple as of other the 
whiche had connyng and vnderflonding how be it yat 
they had hit but barenly and turnith hit to the more 
tormentys and peynys of hem bothe Alfo for the opyn 
and foule onchafle leuing of priflys and clarkys 
bifhoppis nowe a day is ful gretly perifhe be caufe they 
correcte not fo grete a fynne the whiche is a ful grete 
iniurye and wrong to the heuynly facramentys of holy 
chirche. for in thoo bleffyd facramentys al the lyfe and 
helpe of cryflyn peple is conteynyd the whiche as 
mekyl as is in hem. be not afchamyd to defoule when 
they be right foule and pollutyd Sothly of the negli- 
gent of denys of archedekons and of other officers 
mony thingis y faw the whiche y leue out to tel and 
how by her confenting and fimulacyon and for taking 
geftys and mennys perfons al the Hate of cryflyndome 
almofle ys ouercome and fubuertyd For this ys 
opynly fhewyd in the werkys and condicions of hem 
that now leuyn Alfo the diffolucyon and floufulnes of 
feche perfons yat fhulde haue a zele and a loue to the 
peple of god requeryth and afkyth eternal damnation 
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afwel to the clergy as to the laye folke and mod to 
hem felfe and to her auctors Trewly for tliefe thingis 
and many other inumerable in this wife the forfeyde 
archebifhoppe laborde in gret peynys vnder greuys 
complayning Sothly he was wel holpen there by the 
gloryus martir and archebifhoppe of englonde fent 
thomas of canturbery home he had gotyn to him there 
a fpecial patron and helper becaufe when he went to 
the holy londe a pilgrymage in his lyfe tyme he hord- 
ende there an hofpitalle for pilgrimmys and intytylde hit 
in the name of fente thomas to the gret fokyr and con- 
forte of cryllyn pylgryms. Trewely this dede y knew firft 
in purgatory when y faw the forfeyd biflhop in fore 
peynys but yeflerday y enquered therof yf hit were 
trew. and a certen perfon a religius man told me how 
yt was ordende and begunne Forthyr more gretly hit 
profet him the labur yat he had when he went on pil- 
gremage to ierufalem where he made yat place. Alfo 
many pryflys that by the grace of god lefte her vycyus 
leuing of onchaflyte in very contricion of herte with 
confeffion of mouth when they leuyd and be caufe they 
had not do penans fufficiently y faw hem torment in 
innumerable peynys Trewly then y thoughte to my 
felfe yat ful few pryflys were ther fonde of the gret 
nombre yat is of hem in al the world, that had deferuyd 
peynis after her dethe for breking her chaflyte. and to 
thys hit was fo anfward Therfor ful few ben here tor- 
ment of the nombre of feche perfons for onethe it 
is feldynne fey yat any man of hem were very penitent 
and contrite while they leuyd for her fynnys. wherfore 
hit ys no doute but yat the grete multytude of hem 
byn vtwardly dampde Sothly in al this vifyon y faw 
no man that vtwardly hadd lofte hope of faluacion 
nethir yat was in certente of eternal dampnacion. 
Neuertheles fome yat were in greuys peynys had no 
knoulege when they fhulde be fauyd and yat was mofl 
peynful to hem. And fome that were in peynys knew 
a certente of her delyuerans and that was to hem a 
grete folace as hit ys here feyde &\>ou^. 

F 
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C % ttttm Bt*tr(ptf on of Bitter* fegnO of agnfull 
peple anD of f)er pesnga* C <£a xxxMf 

j|Yt were to longe. and oute of mefure yeffe y 
fchulde reherfe by name al tho perfons 
the whiche y fawe and knew there of all 
condicions of all degreys and of all orders 
Alfo yef y fchulde fey or be aboute to 
fchew and declare fynglerly the peynys and tormentys 
of euery fyngler cryme like as hit was fchewde to me 
at that tyme hit wulde be ouer tedufe and weriful to 
the redder therof. For ther ys no fynne wretyn in 
holy fcripture but ther ys ordende in tho placys certen 
peynis to al that be doers of hem T[he]refore y leue 
oute and pas by menfleers auowtres fornicators, lyers 
and forfwerers glotyners trayturs couetyfe folke. proude 
pepul enuyus pepul. fclaunderers hateful peple and a 
thoufand mo of this wyfe to home all ys ordende ther 
fynglerly ful grete peynes and greuys And ho may tel 
of al thefe thingys when they yat were good religyus 
men fofred ful fore and greuys peynys only by caufe 
they delyted and toke a plefure of the feyernes of her 
handys and longe fingers Alfo weyfaring men yat were 
flayne of theuys in her iornay y faw hem ponyfhte for 
her fynnys in an yefy wife Theuys alfo of home hit is 
not to be lefte oute in no wife that were for her fynnys 
iugit to han[g]ing in this world and were only confefte 
to aprifle orels opynly yatmoflehelpith of her wykydnes 
and euyl dedys in very trew contricion of herte and fo 
anon toke her dethe paciently forgeuing with herte al 
her enemyes and al maner wrongys and trefpaffys done 
to hem and alfoo her dethe in remyffyon of al her 
fynnys y faw al feche with a fpecial certen worfchipful- 
nes put to ful fofte and efy peynys Alfo other that 
were ponyfhte and hangyd lyke wyfe for thefte and other 
myfdedys and wulde not opynly confeffe her fynnys in 
tyme of her dethe but hoping by fraude and difceyte 
of her goftely enmy the deuyl to fc&pe harmles at that 
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tyme for the denying and excufing her fynnys how be 
hit that they purpofyd in her herte to be confefte to a 
prifle of hem afterward and to do for hem condigne 
penans and alfo vtwardly to leue hem yef they coude 
haue and opteyne fpace therto as they hopid and yet 
coude not haue hit but fchulde deye and than in the 
lade ende of her lyfe mekely befought god and his holy 
feyntys of mercy and helpe. al feche were ful greuyfly 
torment in peynys for her fynnys Not withftonding 
nethir thefe had lofte hope of mercy and forgeuenes. 
Neuertheles they were gyuyd in fyry feturs and hangyd 
vp in the myddys of fyre on gybbettis home the cruel 
tormentours and fyndys alto bete and brake with fcorgys 
and forkys and vpbrayde hem of crymys and fynnys 
with grete fcornys and mockys. 



C ©f poagmtera tfjat Ije aatoe tfjm* c ©a xxxWj 

[hey that were pofynners and pofynyd folke 
and alfo wemen that hadde cafle awey 
and forfake her babys the whiche they 
had bore or had flayne hem or ellys by 
her curfyd crafte had caufyd hem to be 
bore afore her tyme. I fawe fuche perfons by full ofte 
betyngys and abrafyng of naylys alto toryn And alfo 
they were compellyd to drinke dyuers metals as bras 
and ledde multyn by fyr6 and medylde with full flink- 
inge thingys the whiche brente her inward bowels and 
fo went greuyfly thorow hem. and when it was out hit 
was brought to hem to drinke ageyne. Trewly certen 
grete monflurs of creping beftis with horrabul and gaft- 
ful harmys cleppyd feche wemen : and ftykyd her naylys 
ful depe in her neckys and fydys and hauyng at her 
breflys fokyd her pappys with her venummys mouthe 
and alto gnew hem with her curfyd tethe 
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C ©f battma alao* 



C ©a axrte 



Surers alfo y fawe howe they were dround 
in gret hepys lyke hyllys of brenning 
money complayning with grete forowe and 
wayling by cawfe they quenchyd not in 
hem when they leuyd in thys worlde the 
euyl flame and fynne of couetyfe. 




C ©f fksstsuga ottte of religion* 



€ ©axl 




iligyous perfons that were fugytyuys that is 
to fey that ranne oute of her order by the 
whiche they had bonde hem felf to the 
feruice of god arid after turnid ageyne to 
the worlde and gaue hem to wordely leu- 
ing. as a dogge yat turnith ageyn to his vomet fo 
gretely they were there fmyt with peynys yat y can in 
no wife tell nethir declare her tormentis. and onethe 
ful bitter repentans and confeffion at her lafle ende 
fauyd feche perfons otherwhile fro euerlafling damp- 
nacion Neuertheles her apoflafye was ful long tyme 
and greuyfly ponyfhte. 



€ ©f a certen fcgwg of InglonO 



€ ©a xli 




[Vt what fchal y fey of a certen prynce and 
fum tyme king of englond yat y fawe the 
whyche in his lyfe was ful myghty amonge 
al the princys of thys world. Sothely he 
was on euery fyde preflyd and peynyd. 
that a man myght fey of hem as feint iohan the euange- 
lyfte feythe yn hys apocalyps thys wyfe Quantum fe 
dilatauit. et in delicijs fult. tantum datur ei tormentum 
et luctitm. That ys to fey how mekyl he dydde extende 
and magnifyde hem felfe and was m onkful luftys and 
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delytys. fo mekyl geue ye to hym torment and heuynes. 
how ys that may concede yn mynde what gret peynys 
al hys body and lymmys were fmytte wythe He fate 
apon an horfe. that blewe owte of her mowthe and nofe 
a flame blacke as pycche. medylde whyt a fmoke and 
ftenche of helle. yn to the greuys torment of hym that 
fate aboue. the whyche was armyd at al pecys as he 
fchulde haue gone to batelle Trewly the armyr that 
he were, was to hym intollerabul peyne for they were 
as bryght brennyng yirne ys* when hyt ys betyn whyt 
hamers and fmytyth owte fyry fparclys by the whyche 
he was wyth ynforthe al to brende and whyt owte 
forthe the fame armyr brende yn ful gret hete. and 
ladyd hym that ware hym wyth ful fore borhtyn. Alfo 
as tochyng hys helme hys fhylde. and hys haburgyn. 
and hys legge harnes y leue owte. for by the brennyng 
hete and peyfe of hem al. howe mekyl he was peynyd 
no man can telle Sothely he wulde haue geuyn alle 
the world yf hit might haue be fo that he might haue 
be delyueryd fro on fpurre with the whiche he was 
compellid to flere his wrechid hors to renne wherby 
oftyn times he fylle down hedlong Alfo the fadyle yat 
he fate in was flekyd thorow on bothe the fydys with 
fyrye brochys and naylis the which was a gafteful fight 
for any man to beholde. and the maw and inwarde 
bowels of him yat fate in the fadelle were fore fmyt 
thorow by the fcharpnes of tho brochys and naylys. 
and this cruelly was he ponyftite for the onrightful 
fcheding of mennys blode and for the foule fynne of 
auowtrye yat he vfyd In thys too thingys he dedly 
offendyd ofte tymys and tho cruel tormentours wykyd 
fyndis ful gretly with derifions and fcornys vpbraydyd 
him becaufe he wuld be auengid on men yat flew his ven- 
eryas harte andhyndeboockeand doandfeche other the 
whiche by the law of kinde ought to be flayne to euery 
man and therfore fum of hem he putte to dethe or els 
cruelly wulde mayme him. and for al thys he dyd neuer 
but lytyl penance as long as he leuyd Alfo ful myfer- 
ably he complaynde yat nethix \v\s> farcc^ t^^ncs. \s^ gfl 
frendys the whiche he lefte a\yue ax\& \.o \\otc^ VOo»&> S 
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gotyn mekyl temporal godys dyd or fchewyd for him 
any thing after his deth for his helpe and releuyng 
No thing he feyde my fonnys and frendys haue done 
for me in thefe peynys Alas lo y haue lofle alle my 
labur and befynes that y haue done ydylly to make 
myne heiers riche and mighty Alas for the falfe and 
deceuabul flatring of pepul and now what haue they 
brought or done for me vnhappy to home y gate and 
gedirde fo mekyl trefur and riches and to whome y 
gaue fo many rentys and poffefllons and for home fo 
gretly y offendyd god while y leuyd and now y am 
dedde non of hem doyth any thing for me Trewly y 
faw him fumwhat efyd and releuyd of his peynys only 
by the prayers of religious men. to home in his life for 
god he was full benyuolent oftyn tymes. and therby y 
vndirflode fpecyally that he hopyd to be fauyd. For- 
thermore befyde al thefe thingys aboue feyde ful 
greuyfly he forowyd and was peynde. for by caufe he 
oppreffyd diuers tymes the pepul with ondue taxys. 

C ©f a bgsafjoppe gat toa» tfiere in ptvnm anO 
set goD &fjetotB mfrarfga for fjtot after f)fe Set^r* 

C ©a xlii 

Owe as y remembre a iiii yere agon a certe^i 
biffhoppe was chofe to be an archebyf- 
fliope but he was than haflely preuente 
of dethe and fo difcefle and lefte bothe 
Trewly this byffhoppe was inwardly in his 
leuing ful wele difpofyd and religyufly. for he was pure 
and deuoute in herte and clene of body that by the 
vfe and weryng of a fcharpe herre and other dyuers 
penauns : tamyd wele his owne flefche. He conformyd 
hys face and chere as hit femyd mekyl after the behau- 
ing of feeler pepul. and to efchue and refufe the fauer 
of vayne glorye the whiche is euer prouyd an enmy to 
vertu he fhewid alwey in wordys and countenans glad- 
nes and iocundnes when he was withinforth contrite 
in herte and in his afFeccions AAfo \ns \tt£G\o\> vyfd 
as it is fey d before to ponyffh as we\Yv\s da.^Vj fe3\\^\s^ 
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the which e in grete curys and harde thingys he had 
offendyd as he dyd other fynnys the whyche he had 
done in hys yong age by dyuers chaftmentys and ofte 
wepyngs. Alfo in hys office of byffhoppery. he had 
offendyd greuyfly in mony thingys by hys neglygens as 
other byffhoppys dyd of home y haue made mencyon 
aboue. Of this Byffhoppe y harde nowe opynly by the 
feyng of many folke. that by hym myraclys were fchewed 
and done after hys dethe on feke pepull and febull. And 
I fuppofe hyt ys trouthe that oure lord dyd worfchype 
hys feruaunte with feche benefettys to geue other ex- 
ample and vndyrflondyng. that he herde and clene 
leuyng the whyche he leuyd ynwardly. plefyd owre lord 
ful wele. the whyche beholdyth only mennys hertys. 
Sothely yet fownde y hem yn peynys remanyng to hym 
wythowtyn dowte. ful grete mede and rewardys yn the 
euerlafling blyffe of heuene And he that beleuythe not 
them the whyche byn yn the peynys of purgatory, fum 
tyme to doo myraclys yn thys world, let hem rede the iiii 
boke of the dyaloge of feynt gregory. and ther he fchal 
fee fullyur an example of thys thyng. fchewyd and done at 
Rome of an holy man yat was callyd pafcafius a decon. 

C ©f a ttvttn abbotte* C ©a xliij 

Certen abbot that was wele and religyous 
dyfpofyd and a man of gret fobirnes deyde 
a x yere a goo. the whyche bequethyd at 
hys lafle ende to one of hys bretheren 
mekyl mony for to dele to the powre 
folke for the helpe of his fowle. Therine this monke 
wyfyly and deuoutely fulfylled the abbottys wille and 
gaue alle that money to the pore pepul and nedy And 
where he knewe any yat were colde and hungery or 
fmytte with fekenes and were bore of honefle folke 
and wele condicyonde and were fallyn to pouerte 
wherby they had not to bye her leuyng. and to begge 
they were afchamyd to feche he wulde opyn hys hand 
after his powre and releue hem mfo m<&&. "axA fe^ks. 
fchoys and cJothys Alfo to axicry* axA Vo^s&rnt^'^ 
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wolde folke and to powre fcolers he gaue mekyl com- 
maunding hem al to praye deuoutely for the foule of 
him for whome that money was geuyn And alfo they 
dyd ful fpedly And whenne this trewe and feythfull 
monke had geuyn to pore peple alle that was be takyn 
hym he fylle in to fekenes / by the whyche long tyme 
he was wele prouyd and purgyd and dyfcefle a foure 
yere a goe and made a bleffyd ende. And bothe the 
forfeyde abbotte and the monke y fonde there in pur- 
gatorye Trewely the abbot was holdyn yette in fcharpe 
peynys and mofte by caufe that ful carnaly and ouer' 
mekyl he louyd hys kynnys folke and alfo was to hem 
ouer large in geftys of the goodys of hys monafterye and 
fpende on hem mekyl more than was conuenyent to do. 
Playnly that fame vyfe that ys to feye carnalle loue to 
kynred more thanne ryght requyryth. full fore greuyth 
al mode alle maner of peple that were profefte to holy 
relygyon in her lyfe. and alfo al them that were dyf- 
penfours of holy chirche goodys as byffhopys byn and 
fuche other the whyche fpende hem probably in other 
vyfys than they fchulde. And as y gefe of hem them 
whiche waflyn the godys of the holy chyrche wherby 
they were made ryche in dyuolucyon of clothyng in vol- 
uptuous metys and pompys of the world fo fchalle they 
that vfyn fcarfly to her nede the godys that they haue 
thaugh no thing of hyt be fpende in vanyte. ful flraytely 
geue acomtys of fuche godys as they haue and kepe and 
remeynyth aboue her yede Sothely they fchuld firfl 
geue of here goodys more largely to the pore pepulle 

. of her parifhonfe and afterward by difcrecyon helpe 
her faders and moders as they nede alle fuperfluyte 
putte afyde and alfo releue other pore folke and fo de- 
ferue mede of god withoute any offenfe. For ther in 
purgatorye y knewe firfl this rewle ordende to byflhop- 
pys and abbottys perfons and vicars of the chirche the 
whyche can not be brokyn withoute grete vengns. And 
yere y fawe thefe thyngys fo ordend. full fer y thought 
odyr wyfe of hem. For y knewe afore that the maners 

and condycyons of feche prelatys were ferre fro hyt and 
odyr wyfe demenyd And alle that Vex>e axA ftAft&e. 
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this lawe and ordenans as ryght and reafon requyryth 
fchalle fo be rewardyd of god for hem as they hadde 
geuyn alle fuche godys of her owne propre patrymonye. 
Therfore thys Abbot afore feyde among fore and greuys 
peynys and tormentys haftyd hym toward the refte of 
paradyfe. And as he fawe and behylde the forfeyde 
monke hys brother the whiche was there in a certen 
parte befyde remouyd fro the greuys peynys and tor- 
mentys that were there, and ful lyghtly peynde in com- 
paryfon of hym bowde hym felfe oftyn tymes to the 
fame monke and thankyd hym with bothe hys handys 
for the grete charyte that he fchewyd for hym in the 
dyftrybucyon and delyng of the forfeyde money that 
he delyueryd to hym And the monke fchewyd hym 
felfe to the abbot that behylde hym ful gracyous of 
fyghte and gladfum of chere For he was right feyre 
and fembly in whyte clothyng thawghe they were ref- 
perfte and had on hem a few fpottys And whenne y 
fawe thys y merueyled in my felfe. Thenne fente Ny- 
cholas yat hylde me by the hand tolde me this of hym. 
Knowyft this monke that thou feyft. he feruyd and 
pleafyd god ful wele in hys lyfe wyth grete clennes of 
herte and chaflyte of bodye. and mekyl euyl the whiche 
fchulde haue be done in the place were he was he 
lettyd and was agenfte hyt. For he was feruent in zele 
of ryghtwyfnes and hatyng euyl of herte wherfore many 
reproues oftyn tymes pacyentelyhe fofryd for the defenfe 
and honefte of his religion and fpecyaly of hem the 
whiche ware the habet of religyon apon hem for that 
entent that they myght dyflroye the vertuus leuing 
and conuerfacion of relygyon ful befyly feruyng not 
her fpiryte but the wrechidnes of her flefli and the 
worlde in the monafleriis of fpyritual and goflely leuing. 
And alas for forow for now by feche perfons the fpe- 
cyal worfchyppe and honoure that holy chirche was of 
before is almofl brought to nought whyle the muitytude 
of carnal and worldly men encrefyn aboue noumbre. 
home the fewnes of fpyrytuall men fofryn chefyng 
rather to dyffymylle and not to taiorcrc \nsx «s^ «ss^ 
fo to refte hem felfe than by Her Y>\axNf&% «xA x^^-- 
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ing flere and moue agenfle hem the wrath e and trow- 
bullus haflynes of fuche euyl dyfpofyd perfons And 
thaught they foo do yette they can not be fewer fro the 
fpyes and fraudys of hem And as fum tyme yfmael 
that was bore carnaly purfewyd yfaac that was bore 
fpyrytualy that ys to feye by a fpyrytual promyfe of 
almighty god. lyke wyfe hyt is nowe. For carnal folke 
ben ful greuys to fpyrytuall pepul. be caufe they can 
not peruerte hem to her frawardnes Alfo many ther 
byn that gretely hyt ys to forowe the whyche in her 
leuyng begunne fpyrytualy. but by proceffe of tyme 
owther they be ouercumme by onftabulnes or els ben 
dyfceyuyd by fympylnes. and alfo they falle done fro 
her purpofe and begynnyng vnto the myferabul and 
wrechyd comipcyon and flowfulnes of this world, en- 
tyfyd and drawyn by the examplys and councelys of 
euyll dyfpofyd perfons. Trewly thefe grete hirtys of 
relygyous leuyng the whyche before in the tyme ot 
faders. ful nobly flowryd and fchone as an heuynly 
lyght. ful gretely beholdyth the Prelatys of holy chyrche 
in thys dayes. that knowen thys and defpyfen hyt. in 
fo mekyl that they vndyrflonde not hem felfe. that hyt 
ys fo wyth hem They knewe veryly what thynge they 
be cum to. but they what thinge they fchulde haue 
cum to. becaufe yat they be cum to the lufle and ple- 
fure of thys world but they fchulde haue cum to the 
folowing of cryflys pouerte. and to the karke and dily- 
gente kepyng of her cure, that ys the pepul of god 
commytted to hem. And therfore that they feche and 
that they care. For that they be cum to and that they 
haue. The pepul of god they fede not but diftroye 
and hem perauenture that they haue turnyd fro ryhht- 
wyfnes they fleyn fpirytually and lefyn. for her con- 
formyng to hem not fhewyng hem felfe faders and 
paflors. but woluys and theuys. Trewely the promot- 
yng of fuche perfons kyngys and byfmoppys and other 
grete men procuron and gete, and her fogettys ful 
mekyl loke ther aftur not beyng rectors and faders. 
but peruerfours and deflroyers of her fowlys the whiche 
thynkyn that alle thynge that ys vrvdei km V\vaX\f^\N\. 
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ys leuefulle. why by the rightwes iugemente 01 guu 
byn remys trowbuld and chyrchys confowndyd and the 
(late of erthely folke vtwardly fubuertyd And for feche 
demenyng they be acurfyd of god the whyche fchulde 
be deuowt and meke interceffburs to god bothe for hym 
that byn a lyue. and for hym that byn dede by hoys 
meritys and prayers, fpecialy the welfare of al cryflyn- 
dome myght be preferuyd and encrefyd and al euyl 
fer put awey fro the pepul of god And whyle fent 
Nycholas complaynyd of feche thynghes and of many 
othyr yn thys wyfe. and remembryd alfo fome thyngys 
that were of grete commendacyon and laude of certen 
perfons. the whyche yn her tyme flode ful manly yn 
feche perels. and flrenthyd othyr fo to doo y faw ful 
many on euery fyde me the whyche y knewe be fore 
fore holdyn yn ful greuys peynys and tormentys 
Trewly y lokyd moll apon hem that y knew a lytyl 
be fore and louyd ryght fpecialy. 

C &f an abaaae also, C ©a xliiif 

|F the whiche a certen worfchipful abbas was 
ther that bleffedly pafle thys fame yere 
owte fro thys world tawarde the euerlafl- 
yng lyfe and ioys of heuyn. Sothely fche 
tolde me many thyngys bothe of her flate 
that fche was pafle and of her Hate that fche was yn. 
alfo fche feyde many thingys to me the whyche y fchulde 
telle to her owne naturale fillers that were vnder de 
tytyl of virgynyte amonge othyr holy virgenis yn the 
fame monallerye. that fche was abbas of by fome certen 
tokyns of the whyche fome y wolde telle that fchulde 
be to the herers of hem ful gracius and good but that 
fche bade me telle hyt to no nothyr. faue to hem that 
fche commawndyd me Sche feyde alfo that fche hathe 
refceuyd mekyl releuyng andhelpe of her peynys by the 
deuowte prayers and pfalmys of her fyllers the feruan- 
tis of god tho home be fore fche was a fpiritual modere. 
And fche commawndyd me to thaivke. t\e.m fcrc. tbstc^ 
good dedys the whyche they \ia.u£ (iowe. iot V^x. «s&^ 
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for the fofragys of meffys and othyr holy prayers that 
they haue gotyn for her as they myghte of certen reli- 
gious perfons. And more ouer they haue made and 
ordende to be offerd to oure lord dayly withoute any 
cefyng for me meffys and other deuoute prayers And 
therfore lete him knowe withouten doute that they 
fchalle haue therfore ful grete mede and y alfo haue 
fcapyd ful fcarpe peynys. And yf they perfeuere as 
they haue begunne. fone y hope to fcape the remnande 
of my peynys. Sche tolde my alfo that gretely hyt 
helped her that before (he was made abbas fche 
fchewyd and behauyd her felfe with grete compaffyon 
ful mekely to fome of her fyflers that were fore vexed 
wyth grete fekeneffe or temptacyon and ful ofte dyd 
alle maner of feruyce deuowtely that were right foule 
and abiecte in the monaflerye. 

C &t it gouge nonns* tfjat torn lepttr* > C xlb 

Here were fche feyde on a tyme in owre 
place, ii. yonge vyrgyns the whiche were 
ful fore infecte with the grete plage of 
lepur. And for afmoche that in many 
placys of her bodyes. the flefche was falle 
downe to the bonys and the fkynne aboue. oftyn tymes 
horrably blyfter owte of bleynys. And alle my fyfters 
of owre monaflerye lothyd alle mofle. to fee or vyfyte 
hem or to toche hem but to me me thought and femyd 
full fwete. to haue and opteyne hem yn my lappe or 
holde hem in my harmys. and forthermore alfoo to weffe 
hem in bathys. and alfo to wype her fores wyth my 
fleuys. and they ful wele and gladly fofryd that plage 
of lepur and tankyde god of that chaflement and 
dyffefe And fo delytyd hem yn hyt as they had ref- 
ceyued of hym gracius gyftys of diuers ornamentys 
And where alytyl whyle agon, they were peynyd yn 
the worlde by a longe martyrdom e. now ful bleffydly 
they folowyn the heuenly lambe her fpowfe ihefu cryfle 
wyhtowtyn any fpotte wher fum euer he goo. And for 
they pety and charyte that y had and fcYvewyd to Yie.m 
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yn her nede y haue euermore had yn al my peynys. a 
fwyfte refrefchyng and releuyng of helpe. Alfo many 
othyr thyngys the fame abbas tolde me amonge the 
whyche fche complaynyd that for on thyng that fhe 
dyd fhe had fofryd fore peynys and that was by caufe. 
neglygently fche lefte a certen chylde a yonge fcoler. 
that was deftitute of al hys frendys. and was comyttyd 
to her of a certen byfhoppe for to be browght vppe. 
and therfore the chylde leuyd longe tyme in grete dyf- 
comforte and heuynes Alfo y faw and knew fum of 
her fyflers that were noonys of her monaftery ther yn 
that place of purgatory yn lyght peynys. 

C © f a fmggfjte tljat srf mt£9 gn at mong C ©a xM 

Certen knyght that was patron of a chyrche 
folde on a tyme a perfonage to a certen 
clerke for. xxvij. marke Sothely aftyr- 
warde he repente hym of that dede. and 
for the fatyffaccion of fo grete a fynne he 
toke the croffe to go the holy londe. and to vyfet owre 
lordys fcepulcur yef he myghte. and for hys offenfys 
there to afke god forgeuenes and mercy Trewly that 
tyme. the hethyn folke had put thens cryflin pepul 
and fo occupied the holy londe Then were criflen 
pepul gedyrde of al cooflys of the worlde to fyghte 
agenfle hem. and to dryue hem away and fo thys 
knyghte yoynde hym felfe to goo amonge hem And 
aftyrwarde he was fmytte wyth fekenes. and endyd hys 
lyfe yn that yourney Sothly y fownde thys knyghte 
there yet yn mene peynys And he tolde me that for 
the fynne of fymony that he dyd. as hyt ys a fore feyde 
he had fofrydful greuys peynys andgret Andmore ouer 
he feyde. yf y had not be preuent by the mercy of god 
to repente me ful fore afore my dethe for that fynne of 
fymony yn no wyfe fchulde haue fcape eternal damp- 
nacyon. And the labur of the pylgrymmage that y 
toke for god tawarde the holy londe. gretly efyd me of 
thoo peynys. that were due for the fame f^^> ^^ 
hit was grawntyd me by the goo&&£& ol ^A ^a^. ^ 
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fchukle fende to her that was my wyfe. by a feyth- 
ful clerke warnyd yn hys flepe of me. that fche 
fchulde orden to be feyde for me. v. tricennarijs of 
mefTys wyth the offycys of placebo and dirige as the 
chirche had ordende for hem that byn dede and of 
feche pryflys that were of honefle and chafle lyuyng. 
of the whyche. fome y tolde by name. Than fche 
made thefe meflis wyth othyr thyngys a fore feyde. to 
be trewly done for hym. and aftyrwarde fche rewardyd 
hem as they were worthy by the whyche he feyde 
hys peynys were ful gretly abatyd. For a bowte 
the begynnyng after my dethe oftyn tymes y was 
compellyd dayly to deuoure tho penfys hoote and 
brennyng that y had takyn of the pryfle and per- 
fon afore feyd. And nowe by the mercy of god y am 
delyueryd fro that grete tormente. and that was mofle 
for the fuffragiis the whiche was done for me. And 
yette y am conflrayned ful fore to fofyr the scarpnes of 
colde. by caufe whenne y leuyd y had not compaf- 
fyon on powre and nedefcil people that were clothles 
and coolde. And oftyn tymes whenne y gaue hem 
mete and drynke y wuld be ryght wele warre by the 
vyce of hardnes to fpende no money apon hem. 
Thanne feyde y to hym. what and there were done 
yet ageyne mefTys for you fchuld ye not trowe ye 
refceyue perfetly refle. Thanne he feyde. yys and 
there were done for me. vii. tricennariis with the officys 
longyng to hem this ys placebo and dirige. y hope that 
anone as they were done for me. y fchuld be delyueryd 
fro peynys to euerlaflyng refle. Here nowe hyt ys to 
be vndyrflonde that thys fame knyght after his deth 
as y knowe hyt nowe withoute any doute. apperyd in 
a vyfyon to the fame clarke afore feyd. and affygned 
hym. v, ful chafle pryflys and chofyn by name, that 
fchuld feye thefe mefTys and other thingys lyke as hyt 
ys feyde aboue. Hoys perfons and namys and the 
placys of her dwellynges the whyche dylygentely he 
expreffyd were to hym felfe while he leuyd in hys bodye. 
and to y clarke that he apperyd to. and alfo to hys 
wyfe that dydde for hym vtwar&ly oT&xiowea. 
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C ©f a tettett gouge tnonfte tfjat gomme tgme in 
f)v& Oases toa» »e*teit of tJjc tfttrcijc. C Ca xMj 

Certen yonge man a monke that fomme 
tyme y had feyne the whiche in many 
thyngys behauyd hym relygyoully and he 
was alfo fexten of the chyrche where he 
dwellyd. Sothely there were in thys fame 
chyrche. iii. or. iiii. ymagys of our bleffyd lady fent 
marye hauyng in her lappys the ymage of oure fauyur 
ihefu cryfle yn fourme of a lytyl babe and they were 
fette at euery auter on right wele peynted and feyre 
arayed wyth golde and diuers other colours, the whyche 
fchewyd to the people that behylde hym grete deuo- 
cyon. And before euery ymage hynge a lampe. the 
whyche after the cuflome of that fame chyrche. were 
wonte to be lyghted at euery pryncypale fefle thorowe 
alle the yere. bothe by nyghte and by daye enduryng 
fro the firfl enfonge vnto the fecond enfonge afore the 
forfeyde ymages of owre bleffyd lady feynte Marye. 
And alfoo thylke lampys lyghtnyd alle the chyrche 
abowte. Trewely hyt happonde apon a tyme in the 
forfeyde Sextenys dayes. that grete fcarfnefle of oyle 
was in that countreye that fame tyme. and alfo there 
was no man that there had any oyle thanne to felle. 
and feldyn hyt was that any flranger at that fefyn putte 
forth e any fuche chafer for to felle. where fore the for- 
feyde fexten. by caufe he wyfte not. where he myght 
gete oyle for neceffary vfys the mene whyle he with- 
drew the lyghte fro the forfeyde lampys. as hym 
thowghte he myghte lefully doo how be hyt that he 
had fome yn (lore, but he drede lefle hyt wolde not 
fuffyce tyl he hade more, fo that on afcenfyon day and 
wythffonday he put no lyght to hym. the whiche yn 
thefe feflis fpecialy were wonte to brenne But he went 
not onponymte. Sothely the thyrde day yn whytffon 
weke when he was feyen yn al thyngys ryght hole and 
fownde fodenly he was fmyte wyth a ful fcharpe axces. 
and fo a vexid ther of that he was ma&de. sail o^l^. *& 
hys mynde and on thewyiday Vkvs wsxte \*€*a -aS^O^s. 
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clyde And on faterday by fore hys dethe. when he was 
almofle at hys lade ende. he faw yn a uyfyon the quene 
of heuyn owre bleffyd lady fent mary. ftondyng on a 
grice of a certen wyndyng fleyer yn the chyrche that 
was by on of the fame ymagys of owre bleffyd lady 
aforefeyde And when he faw her he cryde to her 
remembryng hys fekenes and perelle and feyde. . O 
holy and bleffyd mary. haue mercy on me. Than fche 
andfwerde hym fcharply bothe yn worde and yn chere 
feying thys wyfe. Thow hafle take fro me the wor- 
fhyppe of my lyghte yn erthe. and y fchal ageyn take 
fro the the lyghte of thys prefent lyfe. Sothely whenne 
he herde and vnderftode this thretyng he was fore aferd 
and abafflrid and no meruelle. and cafle hym felfe done 
at her fete with grete wepyng and forowyng and afkyng 
for[g]euenes of hys trefpas and promyfed amendement 
Thenne oure bleffyd lady hoys thretyng ys wonte to 
be of mercye mekely behylde hym and made a figne 
with her hand fchewyng hym the grice that fche ftode 
apon and feyde. Sytte done here Thanne he begunne 
as hym thoughte to fytte done ful fore aferd at her fete, 
whenne fche fodenly vanyfhte awey. And whenne he 
was cumme to hym felfe ageyne callyd for hys bretheren 
and tolde hym thys vyfyon that he had feyne and 
prayde hem and alfo bade hem with grete inflaunce 
and wothys that the nexte nyghte with the daye folow- 
yng. the lampys afore feyd fchuld be lyghtynde and 
brenne. as the cuflome was before Alfo he made 
a vowe that and he myght haue hys helthe ageyne he 
wold contynally kepe forthe and encrefe the forfeyde 
lampys to worfchyppe and lawde of the gloryous vyr- 
gyn and moder of god oure bleffyd Lady feynt marye. 
But he cowde not calle ageyne the worde and fentence 
that fche feyde to hym And fo he dyde the tewfday 
after trynyte fonday and as for the refloryng of the 
forfeyde lampys fome fatyffaccyon he dydde for his 
offenfe and trefpas. Trewly yette hethir to was he 
holdyn in peynys and tormentys bycaufe often tymes 
he had ofiendyd in kepyng of Viys letygyoft. and in fey- 
ing ofdyuyne feruyce And a\fo Yve was Vj^cA. <A \re.- 




hauyng and ondyfcrete as in etyng and drynkyng. 
lawghyng fpekyng. iapyng and in many other mo. 

C ©f a ttxttn clerft tfjat fettgB fcolglg C Ca xlbttj 

Orthermore a certen clerke that pafle oute 
of thys world in hys yowthe y fawe there 
in the fame place the whyche by the in- 
fpyracyon of the holy gofle bothe in 
connyng of dyuynyte as in other lyberals 
facultees paffyd al mofle alle other that were hys 
felawys. Sothely he was there peynde in a light and 
amene wyfe gladly goyng forthe by the teflymony and 
witnes of a goode confciens that he had toward the 
ioys and refle of paradyfe Trewely he was ful wele 
difpofyd of maners and condicions and ftudeyng in 
fcolys pure of chaflyte and benyuolente in charyte 
with other geftys of grace by the whyche he plefyd 
oure lord ful wele. Alfo he had gotyn to hym fpecy- 
aly the loue of the moile gloryus vyrgyne the modyr 
of god oure bleffyd lady fent marye home he feruyd ful 
deuoutely in hys lyfe and ful oftyn tymes wachyd longe 
in prayers before her auter with a ful meke fpyryte and 
a contryte herte and for her loue gave to pore pepul 
mekyl almys wherfore withoutyn doute thys remaynyd 
to hym of the fame bleffyd lady in heuyn euerlaftyng 
ioye and grete mede And for the houre of hys paff- 
yng oute of thys world he had refceyued mekyl 
refreffhyng and by her contynual folace and helpe was 
mercyfully alfo in hys peynys fokyrde and conforted 
Sothely whenne he was fchewyd to me he was fum 
what dyffefyd and peynyd only by the intemperans of 
the eyre as in coolde and in hete Then y enquyred 
and he had fofrid any other peynys afore. And hyt was 
tolde me that he had fofryd other whyles amonge the 
peynfull hete of thirfle. and that was becaufe whenne 
he abowndyd in temporal goodys he was more harder to 
the p6re pepul than he fchulde haue be. or ry^te^QVL*; 
And trewely he had gret company otv ol Votu , &xA 
mekyl he dyd in hys lyfe to "heVpe axv& xAs»fc ^^ss^ 

G 
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But neuertheles oftyn tymes he was wery of hem. 
and fpecyaly after that he was waxin rycher in fo 
mekyl that before when he was powrer and had not 
fo mekyl he was more lyberale to powre folke than he 
was after whenne hys goodys were encrefyd And ther- 
fore full fore hyt .ys to drede howe flreytely they 
ftiulde geue acomtys of her difpenfacyon that haue 
refceyued benefytys and ryches of the chyrche. owre 
lord yhefus feyyng thys wyfe yn the gofpel. Cui plus 
commititur ab eo plus exigetur that ys to fey To 
home more ys commytid or be takyn. of hym more 
fhal be afkyd Now fothly by caufe whe haue here 
trewly wretyn yn wordes mony thynghes that we 
fownde and faw 5m placys of peynys let vs here ende 
owre narracion of hem And aftirward as god wyl 
geue vs grace we wyl afaye to telle and declare fome 
thynghys that we faw of the conforte and gladnes of 
the bleffyd fowlys the whyche reflyd hem yoyfully 
yn the ful mery and yocunde place of paradyfe. 

C &l*o sfi paraBrmr anO of tfje multituOe of pejroi 
tfjat i)t satoe anU fotmDe tycxt. C ©a xlix 

Owe of the folace and conforte of the 
bleffyd fowlys that byn fcapyd her peynys 
and be at refle and of her euerlaflyng ioys. 
fum what y wille tel you as y can and may 
For no man may fufficiently And whenne 
we were pafle and gonne thefe thre placys of peynys 
as hyt ys aboue feyde and had beholde the grete 
peynys and dyuers tormentys of fynnarys. we wente 
forthe farthir And as we wente farther, there begunne 
to appere a lytyl and a lytyl more and more a full 
feire lyghte vnto vs and with al brake oute a ful 
plefaunte fwete fauyr And anone after we cam to a 
fylde the which was full of alle maner of feyre and 
plefaunte flowrys that gaue to vs an oncredyble and in- 
e/lymable conforte of ioye and plefure Sothely in thys 
fylde we fawe and founde m^yny^tYvovx^ii^^ol^wV^ 
ful iocunde and merye in a fti\ facte teSte *itet \\st 
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penauns and after her purgacyon. And hem that we 
founde firfle in the begynnyng of that fildehadapon hem 
white clothyng. but hyt was not very bryght nethyr wele 
fchynyng. Notwithflondying they had no fpotte of black- 
nes or of any other onclennes on hem as hyt ferny d. faue 
thys as y feyd before they were not very bryght fchynyng 
whyte. Trewely amonge thefe many y knewe the whyche 
fum tyme y fawe and knewe ful wele whenne they 
leuyd in thys world. Of the whyche fchortely fum 
what y wylle telle yow and of other y purpofe to ceffe. 

C©f a ttvttn afrta* tfje toljijdje tie sator anO 
ftwtor tijere alao* C ©a* L 

fEre in thys place was a certen abbas that 
was of worfchipful conuerfacyon. the 
whyche y knewe whenne y was a chylde. 
and fche dyed a xiiii yere agone. Sothely 
fche had grete feruour and zele to chaftyte. 
and to alle other honefte Alfo fche was wyfe and 
warre and deuowte in kepyng her fillers, to whome fche 
was commytted Thys abbas y fawe amonge them 
that were in the begynnyng of that ioyful place. For 
fche was but as newe cum thedur fro her peynys. and 
fche had apon her clene clothyng but not verey whyte 
fchynyng. And fche femyd by her chere and dyfpofy- 
cyon as fche had be longe tyme ficke or diffefyd and 
had cumme late fro bathys. I paffe by here to tel of 
fumme lyghte thyngys for the whyche fche had fofryd 
ryghte fcarpe peynys. Sothely fche had not ouer- 
cumme in her leuyng the vyce and mocyon of vayne 
glorye. amonge the merytys of vertu and commenda- 
cyon of flatryng and of other thyngis innumerabulle y 
paffe by. in the whyche the febull ignoraunce of good 
pepul often tymes offendythe Trewely fche told me 
that fche had fofryd peynys fpecyaly by caufe fche 
louyd her kynnys folke ouermekyl carnaly. and to 
hem gaue mekyl goodys of the place that fche had 
rule of. whenne fommeof VieT fyfteistoVom^^fc&^'bs* 
a fpyryma.ll moder lackyd fum tym^ foO^^^SV^ 
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longed to her leuyng and clothyng. And whenne y 
harde thys of her. gretely y meruelyde. For y knowe 
not onethe any prelate in thys dayes. that vfyd fo 
grete fcarfnes to her kynnys folke as fche me femyd 
dydde to her cofynis. And as tochyng fuperfluyte as 
fer as y knew, onethe fche gaue any tyme to hem that 
were of her kynne ther neceffarijs. Alfo her neueys 
and necys. and othyr that were of her kynne (he cow- 
pulde hem not to carnal matrymony. but be toke hem 
to religyon for to feme god. And fo flerne fche be- 
hauyd her yn wordys and yn chere. to hem fpecialy. 
that when fche was feyne to othyr flrangers frendely 
and yefely. fche was only to her cofynis ryghte gaflful 
and on mylde. Alfo fche vfyd to enquyre ther fawtys 
ful warly. and when perauenture fche myghte fynde 
hem fawtye. ful bytturly therfor fche wolde hem po- 
nyfhe Alfo fche wolde haue the honefle of maners. 
and the clennes of chaflyte obferuyd and kepte. of al 
feruantys and perfons that fche hade longyng to the 
monaflerye. but moofle of hem yat were of her kynne. 
And ther was no brothyr ne fyfter that fche vfyd to 
fauer. as dydde othyr that were not of her kynne 
And when y had feyde thys to her. and alfo that fche 
had browghte forth e many that y knewe to kepe de- 
uowtly her purpofe and habet of relygyon that they 
had takyn apon hem thys wyfe the fame abbas feide 
to me ageyne. Sothe hyt ys fche feyde as ye fey. 
But neuertheles for the carnal affeccyon and loue. that 
y had ynwardely to my frendys when y was bownde 
to the due goflely leuyng of religion, as wele by the 
refon of my profeffyon. as by the office that y bare, y 
kowde fynde non excufe. be fore the flreyte iugement 
of god yn the whyche y was examynde to the vttur- 
mafle poynte of my leuyng. And mode by caufe that 
occafyon of gruggyng. and example of ouermekyl be- 
fynes grewe to myfyflers, by my fawte and negligens for 
the carke and befynes that they had to her frendys 
Trewly y ichulde rathyr haue be warre and takyn hede 
of the h urte of her fowlys of home y\\aA cxxxe. axidctaxge. 
•/ ^ffi * Ae fijperfluyteis and ptouyiyou ol \*o\$\^ %p&f& 
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to my frendys the whyche y lefte onys wyth the worlde 
for god. And when thys worfchippful abbas had tolde 
me thys and many othyr thyngys alfo. we wente forthe 
farther yn to the lame ioyful fylde. 

ft ©f a certen prior tfjat lcui>0 Beuototh> anO SgeO 
Jolglg* c ea W 

Saw and knew alfo yn thys ioyful place a 
certen worfhipful perfon yat was a prior 
of a monaflerye the whyche dyed a. iij 
yere agonne Trewly f faw hym ful blef- 
fydly amonge ye holy fpiritys and blelfyd 
feyntys yn a ioyful refte. exempte and delyueryd frome 
al peynys. gladfum and mery of yat place yat he was 
yn but mekyl more gladder and that yncomparable for 
the certen bydyng that he boode. to haue the fight of 
god. And he bare euermore whyle he leuyd in thys 
world the habet of a monke bothe on his body and in 
hys herte fro the tyme of hys chyldhode on to hys 
oolde aage and to hys lade ende. Alfo he kepeth and 
hydde the floure of hys vyrgynite in the bofum of 
mekenes and he cowpuld to hem ful fuerly the vertu 
of pacyens. Trewely he vfyd gret abflynence and 
longe wacchyng. and bothe too he ouercome by holy 
deuocyon. And whenne neceffyte compellyd hym to 
be aboute werkys of charyte as hys office requyred for 
the tyme. he wulde euer amonge be feying fome falmys 
or other deuowte prayers to god. No man had more 
compafTyon to hem that were in temptacyon than he. 
ne no man was more deuowtur and befyur in feruyce 
to feke men / than he. Alfo he neuer denyed hem her 
petycyons and afkynges that were dyffefyd al only of 
tho thyngis that myghte be hadde. And for to helpe 
hem that were in heuynes. a becke of warnyng was fuf- 
fycyent. And whenne hefwas of feche holy leuyng 
and conuerfacyon. and alfo laborde cont[i]nualy mony 
yerys before hys dethe. in grete wekenes of bodye fo 
that by hys febulnes and diffefe he had vtwardbf ks<te> 
the fight of on of his yes a too yexfc\^fots.\a& <&tffcfc 
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when other lymmys of his body faylde him for dyuers 
other dyffefis. and not withflonding alle thys yette 
wolde he neuer be fro the couent ne fro the quere ne 
fro the comyn table of the frayter where he was more 
fedde of the refeccyon of his br ethyrne. than of hys 
owne Sothely aftyr hys yonge age. he vtwardly abfley- 
nide hym fro flefche metys neuertheles he wolde to his 
brethirne yat wer fickelew and febul befyly and de- 
uowtly profer hem fleffche metys for her recoueryng 
And at the lafle he fyl yn to a fekenes yat ys called 
diflenteria And when he was al mode browghte to 
hys ende. he toke hys goflely conforte and focur the 
holy and bleffyd fakyrment of owre lordys precius 
body and blode with hys lafte anoyntyng. and fo bode 
al mode. x. days with owte any mete intendyng only 
thebenefitys of god and theexhortacion of hysbrethyrne 
Trewly the nyghte before the day yat he pafle to god 
abowte the owre of diuyne feruyce. he faw owre lord 
ihefu and owre bleffyd lady feynt mary cummyng to hym. 
and with a ful meke fygne they made a tokyn to hym 
that he fchulde folow hem. and anon aftyr callyd for 
hys brethirne. and declaryd to hem the vifyon that 
he had feyne. and tolde hem before, and yat with a 
ful glade herte yat he fchulde parTe hens on the 
morow nexte. and fo he dydde Longe hyt were yef 
y fchulde telle and remembre all thyng that he feyde 
before hys ende. how he commendyd hym felfe and 
hys brethirne to god. and exhortyd hem to contynew 
yn good leuyng. hoys wordys and exhortacion was not 
of man. but of the holy goofle that fpake yn hym 
Sothly then on the morow aftyr abowt the howr of 
tyrfe lying yn afhys and yn herre when he had feyde 
the feruice of the day. and of the holy trinite. and of 
owre bleffyd lady, the whyche he vfyd euermore of a 
childe and when he had herde deuowtly the paflion of 
owre lorde after the .iiii. euangelyftys. and other falmys 
with grete compunccyon of herte betwhene the fwhete 
kyfTyngys of oure lordys croffe and the falutacions 
of oure bleffyd. lady, bleffyng hys brethyrne deuoutely 
expyryd. Therfore thys wotfcYiyfiuY fatax. vqtVv \vome 
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fro my ryghte yonge aage y was ful wele acquentyd 
anon as y fawe hym deuoutely y grete hym and he grete 
me ageyne ful mekely and tolde me many thyngys. 

C ©f a ttxttn vonqt monit* fycvt of ijfe €a Iff 

Othely thys worfchipful . fader and Prior 
fchewyd to me ther alfo a certen adole- 
fcente a yonge man the whyche in hys 
chyldhode with gret feruent deuocyon 
entryd in to relygyon and was a monke 
in the fame place and monailerye yat thys worfchyp- 
ful fader aforefeyde was prior of. and there he leuyd 
a £ood whyle but no longe tyme. for he was preuent 
haftely and fone of dethe and fo bleffydly he paffyd 
out of this worlde Trewly y neuer faw hym in body 
Neuertheles often y haue harde the bretheren of the 
fame place tel of his pure and innocent ieuing and 
alfo of hys holy pafling mony thingys Then feyd the 
forfeyde prior to me of hym This ys my fonne he feyde 
of home often tymes thou hafle herde. he was my 
felowe when y leuyd in the worlde in holy Ieuing and 
deuocyon. he ys now alfo my felowe going to heuyn. 
and fchalle be an euyn heyre with me eternaly in euer- 
lafling ioye and blyffe and the fame yong monke alfo 
tolde opinly to hys brethirne before his dethe the 
howre of hys paffyng. And alfo heuynly melody was 
harde at hys paffyng as many can telle that were ther 
in the monaflerie the fame tyme Treuly the for- 
feyde prior, what for diuers negligencys of hys owne 
doyng and for othyr diuers fawtys of hys brethirne. 
he had fofryd fome lytyl peynys And the fame yonge 
monke alfo. as he had offendyd yn ful fmale and 
lytyl thyngys. fo he had felte afore fum what of lytyl 
peynys. not wythflondyng they were bothe equale yn 
wythnes and in ioy Sothly the forfeide prior as hyt 
femyd had a trufle of a more greter rewarde for the 
more goode dedys and meritys of vertu the whyche he 
had by lengur leuyng deferuyd. 
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C &l*o of a toorBcfjtpfui prgate* c ©a liif 

Saw alfo yn thys fame place a certen wor- 
fchipful prifle the whyche yn hys lyfe 
dydde mekyl good to the pepul by hys 
holy preching Treuly he had grace of 
prechyng fo ioynyd which the zele of 
ryghtwefnes and with good example of leuyng. yat he 
callid not only the pepul of hys owne paryfhons fro 
wekyd leuyng and dedly dedis. but alfo he enformid 
and tawghte innumerable pepul of other parifhons 
ferre and brode. how they fchulde leue her fynnys and 
fulfille owre lordis commandmentis and how they 
fchulde dayly encrefe and perfet in goode and vertu- 
us leuyng and fo to continew to a dew and a con- 
uenient ende And fothly fumme were fo ferre fallyn 
yn to the deuyls bondys by her euyl and wekyd 
leuyng whome he callyd ageyne by prayur and holy 
prechyng that vifibly they myghte aftyrwarde vnder- 
flonde and know how they had be takyn hem felfe to 
the deuyl and hys feruice the whiche he made of oure 
lordys infinite mercy by confeflion and fatiffaccion and 
penanfe doyng. ryght wele and parfet yn the feithe 
and yn good leuyng Neuertheles for what caufys he 
had alfo fofryd before a lytyl while diuers peynis y 
leue oute here by caufe y haue feyde a fore many 
feche lyke thyngys. And as we wente more ynward and 
farthir yn to yat ioyful place of paradyfe. we. had 
euermore a clere iyghte and felte a fwetur fauer 
and hem that we founde and faw ther were more 
whyttur and gladder than were othyr that we faw 
before And wher to fchulde y tarye here now to 
nowmbre tho perfons and her merytys the whiche y 
faw ther. that y knew fumme tyme before yn the 
worlde. and hem alfo that y knew not before For 
al that were ther yn that place, were ordende to be 
the cytfonnys of the hye and euerlaflyng ierufaiem and 
al had pafle the ftryfe and batel of this worlde and 
were victors of deuyls. and fo lyghtly they went tho- 
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rowe al peynys. as they were before les comyrd [com- 
byrd ?] and holde by wrechyd leuyng and worldely vicys 



C fjoto otore lor&s* paaaton teas repre*etrtg& 
atttr aijetosB to tJje sotolg* tf)at torn in pa[ra> 
Mae. CI ©a Itttt 

Owe fothely tho thyngys the whiche we fawe 
as we wente forthe farthir in to the fame 
place nethyr tonge may telle ne mannys 
mynde maye worthely confyder. who ys 
he that may worthily tel in worde how in 
the myddys of tho bieffyd and holy fowlys the holy 
croffe of cryflys paffyon was prefented and fchewed to 
hem. of the whiche infynite thoufandys were there 
flondyng aboute hyt and as oure lorde had be prefent 
in hys body fo they worfchyppte and halowed hys 
bieffyd paffyon Trewly there was feyne the meke 
redemer of mankynde oure fwete lorde and fauyur 
ihefus crifle as he had be done frefche on the croife. 
For alle hys body was blake and blody of fcurgys and 
betyng and cruelly diffigurde by fowle fpyttyng 
crownyd with fcarpe thornys and fmytte throw with 
grete naylys hys fyde was fore perfyd with a fpere and 
fro his handys and fete ranne out blode redde as pur- 
pui and from his holy fyde came downe blode and water 
fui largely, and at this grete and wondyrful fpectacul 
ftode his holy moder oure bieffyd lady fent marye. not 
now in heuynes and mornyng but right gladfum and 
ioyng and yat was in a ful feyre demenyng. and ther 
alfo ftode with herre the fwete dyfcipil of crifle feynt 
iohnne the bieffyd euangelifle and ho may now con- 
ceue in mynde how thoo holy foulys ranne thedir on 
euery fyde gladly and lightly to fee and beholde yat 
bieffyd fight O what deuocyon was there of hem that 
behilde that glorius vyfyon O what concurs was ther 
of worfchipping and thanking our lorde ihefu ccv<te. 
and how meruelus was her ioyfo\ ^aA?&& 'Xx^tf* 
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remembryng thefe thyngys in my felfe y wote not 
whedir forow or deuocyon or companion or gratula- 
cyon drawyn nowe myne onhappy foule dyuers weyes. 
For wondyr and meruel of tho thingis makyn me 
alyenate fro my felfe and fum what abfent to my felfe. 
who ys he that wolde not ful gretly forow to fee fo 
feire and fo folemly a body to be cafle under fo grete 
iniuriis and fore peynys. and who wolde not with al 
his harte haue companion apon his mekenes fo mouid 
and vexyd with tormentys and vpbraydys of feche 
wekyd folke. and what ioye and conforte may nowe 
here be thoughte. that by his paflion and meke dethe 
helle ys foughtyn agenft. the deuyl ys ouercome and 
bounde his power and flrenthe is deflroyed and man 
that was lofle ys refloryd ageyne to grace and takyn 
oute of the peynful prifon of helle and ioynyd blef- 
fydly to the holy angelys of heuyn. and ho wolde not 
meruel on the grete mercy and goodnes of our 
fauyur cryfle ihefu the whiche now beyng immortalle 
wyl whytefaue yat hys paffyon and dethe the whyche 
he fofryd onys in this worlde bodely for the redemp- 
cion of mankynde be reprefentyd and fchewde in a 
vyfyon to the holy fowlys that byn in paradyfe. that 
her deuocyon and loue fchuld be the more accendyd 
and increfyd to hym. Many other thingis y faw and 
herde there the whyche y trowe at this tyme is bettur 
to leue hem out than to wryte hem. and than aftyr- 
ward fodenly this bleffyd fyghte and holy vyfyon was 
takyn fro thens Than al that grete multytude of foulys 
that came thedir to worfchippe the holy crofle of 
cryftys paflion wente ageyne euerichon to her owne 
places with ioy and gladnes Treuly y folowyde euer- 
more my duke and lodifman fent Nicholas that went 
forthe farthir and farther repletyd now with grete ioye 
and gladnes amonge the ful brighte and light man- 
fyons of bleflid fowlys. and the whitnes of hem yat were 
here in this place and the fwetnes of fauer and alfo 
the melody e of fynging laudys to god wes ineflymable 
and onethe to mannys vnderdoiidyxv^ crefrj\>\£. 
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C ©f tij* tntrpng of fyc gate of para&g*e antf of 
iije tog tijat appersB tottfjmfortfp* C ©a lb 

Orthermore nowe whenne we were pafle all 
thefe placys and fightys aforefeyde and 
had gonne a good fpace more inward and 
euer grew to vs more and more ioye and 
feyernes of placys. alfo at the lafle we 
fawe aferre a ful glorious walie of cryflal hoys heythe 
no man might fee. and lenthe no man might confider. 
and when we came thedyr y fawe within forthe a ml 
feyre brighte fchynyng gate and flode opyn faue hit was 
figned and leide ouer with a croffe Treuly theder 
came flockemele the multytude of tho bleffyd fowlys 
that were next to hyt. and wolde cum in at that feyre 
gate The croffe was fette in the myddys of that gate, 
and nowe fche was lyfte vppe an hye and fo gaue to 
hem that came thedyr an opyn and a fre entryng. and 
afterward fche was lettyn done ageyne. and fo fparyd 
other oute that wuld haue commyn in But howe ioy- 
ful they were that wente in and how reuerently they 
taryde that flode withoute abydyng the lyftyng vppe 
of the croffe ageyne y can not telle by no wordys 
Sothely here fent Nycholas and y flode flille to geder. 
and the lyftyngys vppe of the croffe and the lettyngys 
done ageyne. wherby fomme wente in and fome taryde 
withoute. y behilde long tyme with grete wonder And 
at the lafle fent Nycholas and y came thedyr to the 
fame gate hande in hande. And when we came thedyr 
the croffe was lyfte vp. And fo they that were there 
wente in. Sothely than my felowe fent Nycholas frely 
wente in and y foloude but fodenly and onauyfyd the 
croffe of the gate came done apon owre handys and 
departyd me fro my felawe fente Nycholas and when 
y fawe thys. ful fore aferde y was Then feyde fent 
Nycholas to me. Be not aferde but haue only ful cer- 
ten feythe in our lorde ihefu crifle and doutheles thou 
fchalt come yn And aflyr thys my hope and trufle 
came ageyne and the croffe was Vjftfe n\p^. "^e^ ^ ^i 
cam in. but what brightnes and detest <& ."^p*- 
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there with in forthe al aboutys no man ance ne xeche 
of me for y can not only telle hit by worde but alfo y 
can not remembre hit in mynde Thatgloryous fchyning 
light was brighte and fmothe and fo rauefhte a man 
that behylde hit that hit bare a man aboue hym felfe 
by the grete brightnes of lyghte yn fo mekyl that what 
fumeuer y fawe before hit was as no thing me thought 
in comparyfon of hit That bryghtneffe thawghe hyt 
were ineflymable. Neuerthelefle hyt dullyd not a 
mannys fyghte. hyt rathyr fcharpyd hyt. Sothly hyt 
fchynyd ful meruelufly. but more yneflymably hyt de- 
lytyd a man that behylde hyt. and wondirrully cow- 
pulde a mannys fyghte to fe hit. And wyth ynforthe 
no thyng y myght fee. but lighte and the walle of cryf- 
talie throw the whyche we came yn And alfo fro the 
gronde vppe to toppe of that walle were grycis ordende 
and dyfpofyd feyre and meruelufly. by the whyche the 
ioyful company that was cum yn at the forfeyde gate 
gladly afcendyd vppe Ther was no labur. ther was no 
difficulte ther was no taryng yn her afcendyng. and the 
hier they wente the gladder they were. Sothely y 
flode benethe on the grun<Je. and longe tyme y faw 
and behylde how they that came yn at the gate afcendyd 
vppe by the fame grycis And at the iafte as y lokyd 
vppe hier y faw yn a trone of ioy fittyng owre bleflyd 
lord and fauyur ihefus crifle yn lykenes of man. and 
abowte hym as hyt femyd to me were a fyue hondred 
fowlys. the whyche late had flyed vppe to that glorius 
trone. and fo they came to owre lorde and worfchpte 
hym and thankyde hym. for hys grete mercy and grace 
fchewyd and done to hem And fome were feyne on 
the vppur partys of the walle as they had walkyd hethyr 
and dedyr Trewly y knew for certen that thys place, 
were y faw owre lorde fyttyng yn a trone. was not the 
hye heuyn of heuyns where the bleflid fpiritis of angels 
and the holy fowlys of ryghtwys men ioyin yn the feyghte 
of god feyng hym yn hys magefle as he ys. where alfo 
innumerable thowfondis of holy fpiritys and angels 
feme hym and aflifte hym But than fro thens wythowten 
any hardnes or taryng. they afcen&s \\>\>£ to xhe. \\e^ 
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heuin the whyche ys bleffyd of the fyghte of the euer- 
laflyng godhed where al only the holy angels and the 
fowlys of ryghtwes men that byn of angels perfeccion 
feyn the ynuifibly and inmortalle kynge of al worldys 
face to face, the whyche hathe only immortalite. and 
dwellyth yn lyghte. that ys inacceffyble. for no man 
may cumme to hyt. the whyche no mortalle man feithe 
nethyr may fee Sothely he ys feyne only of holy 
fpiritys that byn pure and clene. the whyche be not 
greuyd by no corrupcion of body nethir of fowie And 
yn thys vifion that y faw. fo mekylle y conceuyd yn my 
fowle of ioy and gladnes that wat fum euer may be feyde 
of hyt by mannys mowthe. ful lytyl hyt ys. and onfuffi- 
cient to expreffe the ipy of myne herte. that y had there. 

C fjoto ti>e monfte tame otote agegne tfjroto tfje 
aame sate of paraUgge* C ©a M 

[Herfore when y had feyn al thefe fyghtys 
aboue feyde and many othyr innumerable 
my lorde fent Nycholas that hylde me by 
the hande feyde fchortly thys to me Loo 
fonne he feyde now a party aftyr they peti- 
tion and grete defir thow hafte feyne and beholde. 
the flate of the worlde yat ys to cumme as hyt myghte 
be to poffible Alfo the perels of hem that offendyn 
and erryn the peynys of fynners. the refle alfo of hem 
yat haue done her purgacion. the defyrys of hem that 
* be goyng to heuynward. and the ioys of hem. that now 
byn cumme to the courte of heuyn and alfo the ioy of 
cryftis reynynge And now thow mufle go ageyne to 
they felfe and to thyne. and to the worldys feyghtyng 
Treuly thow fchalt haue and perceue the ioys that thow 
hafte feyne and mekyl more, yeffe thow contynew and 
perfeuer in the drede of god. And when he had feyde 
thys to me he browghte me forthe thro we the fame 
gate that we came yn. wherfor ful heuy and fory was y / 
and more than a man may fuppofe. for wele y knew 
that y mufl turne ageyne. fro tWtYie*iyt^\$^^^^K^ 
worldys wrechidnes. And greteYy Yvfc ^flasrtcj^ ^^ 
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how y fchulde dyfpofe me. to abyde the day of 
my callyng oute of my body yn clennes of herte and 
of body, and mekenes of fpirite wyth dylygent kepyng of 
my religyon. Dylygently he feyde to me. kepe the com- 
maundementys of god. and dyfpofe they leuyng aftyr the 
example of ryghtwes men. And truely fo hyt fchal be. 
that aftyr the terme of they bodely leuyng thow fchal be 
admyttyd bleffydly. to her felefchippe euerlaflyngly. 

C ©f tt)e s$tnete ptlt ana meloBge of fieliga tijat 
f)t ijcrtic in paraDgae antr also Jjoiu ty tame to 
tyjnx self agnme* C ©a* Ibtt 

Nd whyle the holy confeffour fent nycholas 
thys wyfe fpake yet with me fodenly y 
harde ther a folenne peie and a rynggyng 
of a meruelus fwetenes. and as al the bellys 
yn the worlde or what fumeuer ys of fown- 
yng had be rongyn to gedyr at onys Trewly yn thys 
pele and rynging brake owte alfo a meruelus fwetenes. 
and a variant medelyng of melody fownyd wyth alle 
And y wote not whether the gretnes of melody, or the 
fwetnes of fownnyng of bellys was more to be wondirde 
And to fo grete a noyfe y toke good hede and ful gretly 
my mynde was fufpendyd to here hyt Sothly anone 
as that gret and meruelus fownnyng and noyfe was 
ceffyd fodenly y faw my felfe departyd fro the fwete 
felefchippe of my duke and leder fent Nicholas Than 
was y returnyd to my felfe ageyne. and anone y hard 
the voycis of my brethyrne. that flode abowte our 
bedde alfo my bodely flrenthe cam ageyn to me a lytyl 
and a litil and myn yes opinde to the vfe of feying as 
ye fawe ryghte wele. Alfo my fekenes and febulnes 
by the which e y was longe tyme ful fore diffefid was 
vtwardly excludyd and gonne fro me. and fate vppe 
before yow fo flronge and myghty as y was afore by hyt 
foroful and heuy And y wende that y had be then yn 
the chirche afore the auter. where y worfchipte fyrfle 
the crpfle And as tochyng the taryng thai y made yn 
thys vyfyon y had wende hyt had be t\oot^.\>\x\.3X ox^y 



*** 



Ill 



the fpace of on matens while, and now as y vnderftonde. 
y was terdye .ij. days and more And now as com- 
pendeufly as y kowde y haue here tolde yow of al tho 
thingys the whiche y fawe and were fchewyd to me 
yn body or yn fpirite at the inftauns and commande- 
ment of youre holynes and deuoute chary te. And nowe 
y befeche you mekely and that with fore weping that ye 
will with faue [vouchfafe] to praye to god for me an vn- 
happy wrecche yat y may fcape the grete and greuys 
peynys of fynners the whyche y fawe. and cum to the 
ioys of the holy fowlys that y knewe. and alfoo to fee 
euerlaftyngly the gloryous face of oure bleffyd lorde 
and fauyur ihefu criile and oure bleifyd lady fent marye. 

C & proffe tfjat tf)?* rettelanjon sa of goui an& 
tno*te ne&ga bt treto for ti)t grete mgraelsa rtjat 
our lortr aletosB on tfjt* same monfce tf)at same 
tvmt. C ©a Ibttj 

|Ony inftruccyons and opyn examples byn 
here at the begynnyng of thys narracyon 
that euydentely prouyn thys vyfyon. not 
to be of mannys conceyte but vtwardely 
of the wylle of god the whiche wolde 
haue hyt fchewed to cryflyn pepul Neuertheleffe yefe 
there be fo grete infydelyte or infyrmyte of any per- 
fons that can not beleue to thefe thyngys aforfeyde lete 
hem confyder the grete fekeneffe and febulnes of hym 
that fawe hyt. fo fodenly and fo fone helyd in to a 
very wytnes and trowthe of this vyfyon that he fawe. 
Alfo let hem meruelle the grete noyfe that was abowte 
hym. and alfo howe that he was prycked in hys fete 
with nyldys by the whyche he kowde not in any wyfe 
be mouyd. Forthermore let hem take hede to hys 
yes that were fo ferre fallyn done in to hys hede and 
was not feyne onethe to brethe fpace of .ij. days, and alfo 
aftyr a ful longe fpace of howris onethe lafte myghte 
be perfeuyd yn hym a ful fmaile meuyng as a thynne 
drede yn hys vytalle veynys Alfo VeX. Vv<e.m crtcSn^k^ 
hys contynualle wepyng and texys ftvfc ^\x^0e^VOfc»§ 
aftyrward many days. And bety&fc ^ ^^ ^V^ 
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we knowe alfo a nothyr certen thynge that was a ful 
feyre myracle and a very tokyn of godys curacyon 
fchewyd on hym the fame tyme. and as mekyl to be 
merueld. Sothely he had al mofle the fpace of an 
hole yere yn hys lyfte legge a grete fore and a ful 
byttur as hyt were a canker large and brode wherby 
he was peynyd intollerably. And he was wonte to fey. 
that he had feche a forowandpeyne therof. as he had bore 
an hoote plate of yrne bownde fade to hys legge And 
ther was no emplaflur no oyntmente nethyr any othyr 
medicyn how be hit that he had mekyl of iechis leyde 
to hyt. yat myghte f efe hym of hys peyne or drawe the 
wownde to gedyr Trewly yn the fpace of hys rauefh- 
yng. he was fo fully helyd that he hym felfe meruelyd 
wy th vs to fele and fee the peyne and ache wyth the 
wownde fo clene agonne. that no tokyn of hyt. ne figne 
of rednes or of whythnes remaynyd aboue the meruelus 
curacion of god. Al only thys differens had hys legge 
that was fore, fro todyr legge that where the forfeyde 
fore was that place was bare and had none heere. 

Ul delectable hyt was to hym as he feyde 
fro that tyme forthe. as ofte as he harde 
any folenne pele of ryngyng of bellys. 
by caufe hyt wolde then cum to hys 
mynde ageyne. the ful fwete pele and 
melody the whyche he herde. when he was amonge 
the bleffyd fowlys yn paradyfe. Sothely aftyr that he 
was cum to hym felfe and hys brethirne had tolde hym. 
that now ys the holy tyme of yeflyr. than fyrfte he 
beleuyd. when he harde hem rynge folenly to complen. 
for then he knew certenly. that the pele and melodye. 
that he herde yn paradyfe. wyth fo grete ioy and glad- 
nes. betokynde the fame folennyte of yeftir yn the 
whyche owre bleffyd lorde and fauyur ihefus crifte rofe 
vppe vifibly and bodely fro dethe on to lyfe. to home 
wyth the fadyr and the holy goofte be now and euer- 
more euerlaflyng ioye and blyffe Amen. 
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